Global civil society and cultural change: the case of environmental groups in China. by Ng, King Sau. & Chinese University of Hong Kong Graduate School. Division of Sociology.
Global Civil Society and Cultural Change: 
The Case of Environmental Groups in China 
NG King Sau 
A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment 
of the Requirements for the Degree of 
Master of Philosophy 
in 
Sociology 
• The Chinese University of Hong Kong 
July 2005 
The Chinese University of Hong Kong holds the copyright of this thesis. Any person(s) 
intending to use a part or whole of the materials in the thesis in a proposed publication 
must seek copyright release from the Dean of the Graduate School. 
V ^ U N I V E R S I T Y Y M J J \^ 5 I^BRARY SYSTEWy^ 
Contents 
Abstract iii 
論文摘要 i v 
Acknowledgements 
Chapter 1 Introduction 
1.1 Research Background 1_3 
1.2 Research Questions 3.5 
1.3 Research Significance 5.7 
1.4 Overview of the Research 7.9 
Chapter 2 Literature Review 
2.1 Definition of Civil Society 10-16 
2.2 The Idea of Global Civil Society 16-19 
2.3 Development of Chinese Civil Society 19-23 
2.4 Development of Global Civil Society in China 23-26 
Chapter 3 Analytical Framework and Methodology 
3.1 Structural Level of Analysis 21-29 
3.2 Organizational Level of Analysis 29-33 
3.3 Individual Level of Analysis 33-34 
3.4 Definition of Culture 34-40 
3.5 Methodology 40-45 
Chapter 4 Global Civil Society: The case of Greenpeace 
4.1. A History of Greenpeace 46-47 
4.2. The Mission of Greenpeace 47 
4.3 The Resources of Greenpeace 48-49 
4.4. Organizational Structure of Greenpeace: a M-form organization 49-52 
4.5. Global Strategy of Greenpeace 52-56 
4.6 Background of Establishment of China Office 56-57 
4.7 Greenpeace China I: An Introduction to the Hong Kong Unit 57-58 
4.8 Greenpeace China II: An Introduction to the Beijing Unit 58-60 
i 
4.9 Greenpeace China III: An Introduction to the Guangzhou Unit 60-62 
4.10 Conclusion 62-63 
Chapter 5 Guangzhou Unit: Process and Mechanisms of Cultural Diffusion 
5.1 Structural Level of Analysis: An Introduction of Guangzhou 64-69 
5.2 Organizational Level of Analysis: Cooperation with local civil society and 69-82 
local authorities 
5.3 Individual Level of Analysis: Social Remittance Theory and Opinion Leader 82-83 
5.4 Conclusion 83-84 
Chapter 6 Before Change: Development of Traditional Chinese Civic Culture 
6.1 Chinese Civility: From Traditional to Contemporary China 85-88 
6.2 Compare Chinese Civility to Western Civility 88-92 
6.3 Conclusion 92-93 
Chapter 7 After Change: Success and Constraints on Cultural Change 
7.1 Diffusion of the Consciousness of Civil Rights 94-100 
7.2 Diffusion of the Consciousness of Social Rights 100-102 
7.3 Diffusion of the Consciousness of Political Participation 102-104 
7.4 Diffusion of the Consciousness of Community Participation 104-112 
7.5 Constraints 112-117 
7.6 Conclusion 117-120 
Chapter 8 Conclusion 
8.1 Globalness and Cultural Change 121-122 
8.2 Roles Played by Local Civil Society 122-123 
8.3 Culturla Change led by Greenpeace 124-128 
8.4 Reflections and Implications 128-129 
Appendix I 130-131 
Appendix II 132-135 
Appendix III 136 




This qualitative study explores the possibility of cultural change led by global civil society 
and the reasons for such change. Specifically, this thesis studies the kinds of civic culture 
(including the consciousnesses of "rights", "participation" and "tolerance") which are being 
diffused by Greenpeace, a global civil society organization, into Guangzhou through its core 
participants and also the reasons for such diffusion. Through the application of a cultural 
diffusion model with three levels of analysis (i.e. structural, organizational and individual), the 
mechanism of the cultural diffusion process led by Greenpeace is revealed. Within this 
analytical framework, the organizational level of analysis was the main focus of this study, i.e. 
the cooperation between global and local civil society and local authorities plays the most 
crucial role in this cultural diffusion process. By conducting in-depth interviews and 
participant observations, it discovers that there are certain kinds of civic culture being diffused 
by Greenpeace, including the "rights" and "participation" mentalities. However, the 
"tolerance" mentality failed to be diffused. Furthermore, the "rights" mentality being diffused 
is limited to consciousness of "civil rights" and "social rights" without reaching to the 
political aspect (i.e. consciousness of "political rights"). The reason behind this is closely 
related to the strategy adopted by Greenpeace in China ——networking with local civil society 
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1.1 Research Background 
In recent decades, with the emergence of globalization, numerous renowned global civil 
society organizations were established all over the world, such as Amnesty International, 
Oxfam International, World Vision, World Wild Fund, Friends of the Earth, Greenpeace, and 
so forth. Since then, there has been increasing exploration of this global third sector with 
special emphasis on its impact on national and international politics. 
Among these previous studies, global civil society, as well as civil society, is always 
portrayed as "autonomous and counterposed to the state" (Rowe 1984: 139), and the former is 
even depicted as an influential force which is able to change local "architecture" and 
intervene in national politics. For instance, Lipschutz (1992) employs the concept "global 
civil society" to indicate a plurality of agencies such as social movements, interest groups 
which is capable of defying national boundaries. In other words, global civil society actors 
"engage in practices that can possibly reshape the 'architecture' of international politics by 
denying the primacy of states or of their sovereign rights" (p.390). The reason behind this is 
primarily embedded in the historical development of civil society. 
Global civil society was developed from civil society which originated from the Western 
philosophical theories. In its earliest incarnations, civil society refers to the very condition of 
being governed, "civil" or "political society" was contrasted to the ungovemed "state of 
nature" (Rowe 1984: 139). After several decades' of being neglected, it was revived in 1980s 
and used to explain the political context of Eastern Europe, especially the politics of 
resistance during the Gold War. Cohen and Arato (1992) attributes the success of democratic 
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struggles in Eastern Europe against the authoritarian socialist party-states, to the creation of 
civil society, which is the arena of independent associational activity and is free from state 
interference, like the Solidarity movement in Poland (p. 15). As a result of this historical 
development, civil society is always depicted as an arena "autonomous vis-a-vis state 
officials"; "counterstructure ---- existing outside the orbit of the state"; "beyond the control of 
government", and so on (Chamberlain 1993: 204). Seligman (1992) portrays it "as an 
independent entity, autonomous of and sometimes in conflict with the State" (p. 10). The 
global civil society was even viewed as an influential force that can change and reshape 
national politics. Since this third sector was regarded as a force counterposed to the state and 
capable of reshaping state politics, thus many studies on this sector focus only on its structural 
aspect, i.e. seeking to understand how this third sector maintains its autonomy from the state, 
while the other dimension, namely the cultural foundation, was overlooked. 
Indeed, the cultural foundation of civil society is crucial to the formation of civil society as 
is the structural aspect and should not be neglected. Numerous scholars admit that both these 
two dimensions need to be taken into account when clarifying the concept of "civil society" 
(Berger and Huntington 2002^ Bryant 1995^; Giner 1995 ^； Hall 1995^ Lo and Otis 2003^). 
Some scholars have highlighted the importance of civic cultures. For instance, Tocqueville 
places emphasis on "civic participation". To him, civil society "builds[s] social ties and a 
sense of mutual obligation by weaving together isolated individuals into the fabric of the 
‘Berger and Huntington (2002) claims that "civil society depends on a consensus on civic virtues, and that, after 
all, is what a culture is supposed to supply" (p.32). 
2 To Bryant (1995) , civil society should be understood "in terms of the associations of citizens ——social 
self-organization ---- between households and state and aside from the market"; with a focus on civility, civic 
association is ‘‘conducted within a framework of law and convention" (p. 148). 
3 Giner，s (1995) conception of civil society stresses “the network of relatively independent institutions . . . a s well 
as the cultural attitudes of civility and tolerance which are an indispensable part of a [country's] civic and 
political culture" (p. 153) 
''To Hall (1995), civil society embraces two components, "the presence of strong and autonomous social groups 
able to balance the state", as well as "a high degree of civility in social relations" (p. 1-31). 
5 Lo and Otis (2003) admit "a civil society has a cultural dimension (i.e. the culture of civility) and an 
institutional one (i.e. institutionalization of the autonomy of the associational sphere)" (p.133). 
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larger group, tying separate individuals to purposes beyond their private interests" (Eberly 
2000: 8). Scottish Enlightenment thinkers, such as Adam Ferguson are inclined to treat civil 
society as a source of morality, a moral sphere", that is, a "space for mutual service" (Eberly 
2000: 24). To Etzioni, "civil society cherishes reasoned discourse, mutual tolerance, 
participatory skills, and, of course, volunteerism" (2000:131). Shils (1991) pinpoints the 
significance of tolerance in forming civil society. Putnam's study on Italy demonstrates the 
value of the cultural dimension of civil society to the development of a society (1993)6. 
As mentioned above although the cultural aspect plays a significant role in the formation of 
civil society, most previous studies focus on the structural aspect, that is, to investigate the 
degree of autonomy the civil society organizations have from the state. I hope that this 
research can help to narrow the unevenness in these two approaches and contribute to the 
study of the cultural foundation of civil society. 
1.2 Research Question 
Owing to technological development, especially the modem means of transportation and 
communication, borders dividing various countries tend to be blurred. It is believed that these 
irresistible forces of modernity are beginning to sweep away the boundaries that historically 
had contained and preserved different communities, and are ending their isolation and 
opening it up to the influences of the larger world, this phenomenon is called "globalization". 
More specifically, it refers to the "compression of the world" and "the intensification of the 
consciousness of the world as a whole" (Khondker 2001: 4). As a concept, it appeared in 
6 For Putnam (1993)，"voluntary associations" serve as "occasions for learning civic virtues" (p.339). According 
to his study about the civicness in several regions in Italy, it illustrates that citizens in Northern Italy is "engaged 
by public issues", they trust one another to act fairly and obey the law, "the community values solidarity, civic 
engagement, cooperation, and honesty". However, the Southern Italy is characterized by the French term 
"incivisme", i.e. uncivic.. Putnam attributed the differences between these two regions to the development of 
voluntary associations. The southern part has more active flourish voluntary associations which "instill their 
members habits o f cooperation, solidarity, and public spiritedness" 
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sociological literature towards the end of the 1980s (Khondker 2001: 4). Sociologists who 
took lead in the discourse of this phenomenon were Roland Robertson and his students in the 
mid-1980s (Laxer 2003). Some scholars admit that cultural diffusion between various 
societies or countries is one of the effects of globalization and a result of the intensification of 
social, economic, political and cultural process. For instance, Dahan and Sheffer (2001) point 
out that the spread of various means of communication enhanced the spreads of social, 
economic and political ideas between different societies. Put differently, "globalization has 
expedited the emergence of noticeable similarities between Western democracies and 
developing societies, as well as, between indigenous ethnic groups and ethnonational 
diasporas". Berger (1997) proposed four kinds of cultural change. To him, since there is now a 
more interconnected global economy with vast social and political implications, thus there 
should be globalization on a cultural dimension as well, due to immense increase of 
world-wide communication. These four cultures are known as: Davos culture?; faculty club 
n Q culture ； popular culture ； the fourth is social movement (p. 23). 
The rise of global civil society goes hand in hand with the emergence of globalization. In 
the twentieth centuries, the establishment of transnational NGOs grew gradually. Nevertheless 
the rate of formation was around ten a year in the beginning of twentieth century. It jumped to 
unprecedented levels after the Second World War, to nearly a hundred a year. The Union of 
the International Associations at present records more than 15 ,000� transnationally oriented 
NGOs (Florini and Simmons 2000: 9). At the turn of the 1990s, there was a veritable 
7 Davos culture refers to an international culture of business 
8 Faculty club culture refers to ideas and behaviors invented by Western (mostly American) intellectuals, such as 
the ideologies of human rights, feminism, environmentalism, and multiculturalism, as well as the politics and 
lifestyles that embody these ideologies 
9 It is propagated by business enterprises of all sorts (such as Adidas, McDonald's, Disney, MTV, and so on). 
Although control of these enterprises is exercised by elites, popular culture penetrates broad masses of people all 
over the world. 
…These numbers do not tell the full story of the growth of transnational civil society ---- they include only 
formally constituted organizations with members and activities in more than one country. But their numbers do 
not reflect a general trend. 
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explosion of NGOs which networking across national borders, propelled critical issues onto 
international platforms (Anheier, Glosius and Kaldor 2002:38). 
Some studies, such as Liu's (1998)''claim that the global civil society organizations can 
perform the role of an agency for cultural diffusion. Therefore, this present study attempts to 
explore the possibility of cultural diffusion led by global civil society, and the reasons for it's 
success, if any. Particularly, what kind of cultural diffusion is occasioned by Greenpeace in 
Guangzhou, how and why Greenpeace is able to make its presence felt, i.e. the process and 
mechanism of this cultural change. Cultural change is a continuous process. It is assumed to 
diffuse from one level to another. In this study, it is assumed that the civic culture is diffused 
to the Greenpeace staff first, then to the core participants and the volunteers, and finally the 
general public. The study mainly investigates the initial stage of cultural change through the 
interactions between the related organizations and then participants. The change embraces two 
meanings, change in consciousness (i.e. value change) and efficacy. In short, this study aims 
at tackling the following two questions: 
1. Can Greenpeace lead to cultural change in terms of raising consciousness and efficacy 
of right, participation and tolerance among the core members of participants in 
Guangzhou; 
2. If so, what is the mechanism and reason behind its success and failure. 
1.3 Research Significance 
This research has theoretical significance. I hope that it can contribute to the development 
of cultural diffusion theories. Previous studies about cultural diffusion are mainly based on 
three levels of analysis. One focus is on structural factors, that is, the role played by the 
institutional development of the host countries (Featherstone 1993; Pelliciani 1991; 
“ L i u (1998) raises the question of how Shetuan's globalization becomes an agency of cultural diffusion. 
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Tomlinson 1999; Tumbaugh 1975); one focus is on individual factors, that is, the role played 
by specific persons with particular criteria for accelerating the occurrence of cultural diffusion 
(Appadurai 1990; Becker 1970; Dowling 1990; Levitt 1998; Valente and Davis 1999); the last 
one is chiefly concerned with the role played by organizations in leading the cultural diffusion 
process (Liu 1998). Indeed, these three levels of analysis are supplementary to each other in 
analyzing the possibility of cultural change. Thus, in this study, I decided to apply all these 
three levels of analysis simultaneously to investigate the process of cultural diffusion 
provided that the main focus will be on the organizational level. I hope that this study can 
contribute to the study of the processes and mechanisms of cultural diffusion through this 
model. 
Regarding practical significance, this research aims at contributing to the development of 
Chinese civil society. Since the concept of civil society originated from Western philosophical 
theories, therefore many scholars try to seek out whether China ever possessed a civil society. 
After thorough scrutiny a belief that "contemporary Chinese civil society is incipient" came 
out (Yang 2003)，for the reason that the cultural foundation of civil society is underdeveloped 
in China. More specifically, the western liberalism and republicanism, which places great 
emphasis on personal rights, liberty and obligations that form the cultural foundation of civil 
society, was lacking in China. 
According to Whyte (1992)，Chinese tradition not only had no place for the notions of 
privacy, autonomy and individual rights but was profoundly threatening. Under Confucianism, 
social groups 12 were subordinated to morality and orthodoxy preached by emperors and 
12 Individuals were overlooked in Confucianism and are embedded in various social groups, as Nathan (1985) 
asserts, "Confucianism saw private interests not as individual but as belonging to a group ---- a family, lineage, 
or community. People are born into society and cannot prosper alone; the individual depends on the harmony and 
strength of the group". Thus, “the individual should cultivate himself but should do it not for himself but in order 
to contribute to the welfare of family and community" (p. 120). 
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officials. In other words, there was no force to counter the state's authority, like the church in 
the West. All individuals were "enmeshed in hierarchies and networks of mutual obligation 
and propriety" rather than "regarded as autonomous and possessing inalienable rights, as in 
the Western liberal tradition". Likewise, social groups were regarded as a part linked to a vast 
social hierarchy that "should be guided by official values" rather than as an independent entity 
and "competing to defend and advance the interests of their members" (p.80). As a result of 
such a cultural milieu, Whyte believes that "Chinese tradition was quite hostile to the 
emergency of civil society" (p.85). To put it in a different way, there is no habituated assertion 
of civic power against the state (Huang 1991: 321). Chinese populaces tend to reckon social 
existence mainly in terms of obligation and interdependence rather than rights and 
responsibilities under the increasingly coercive state power (Wakeman 1991). 
To Hsia and White III (2002)，the acronym NGO (main component of civil society) which 
comes from the West is hard to translate well in Chinese, because "shehui tuanti" (the most 
common usage) are rarely separate from government which are far from equal to those in 
Western societies. Accordingly, many Chinese scholars have come to view the notion of civil 
society as the "missing link" between "Western and non-Westem political experiences 
(Chamberlain 1993: 199). Thus, this study purports to investigate the possibility of cultural 
diffusion (i.e. the diffusion of civic culture which was the cultural foundation of Western civil 
society, including the concepts of rights, participation and tolerance) through the entrance of 
global civil society into China. This illumination of the way to generate the cultural 
foundation of civil society may hence contribute to the development of civil society in China. 
1.4 Overview of the Research 
Following the above introductory notes, Chapter two clarifies the main concepts of this 
study, chiefly the notions of "civil society" and "global civil society". In addition, the 
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development of local civil society and global civil society in China will be elaborated as well. 
Since one of the aims of this study is to contribute to the development of civil society through 
the investigation of impacts that come from global civil society, thus it is significant to grasp 
the general picture of the development of both Chinese local civil society and global civil 
society. 
Chapter 3 lays out the analytical framework and the methodology of this study. I will try to 
map out a cultural diffusion model the formation of which is based on the findings of previous 
studies. The model includes three levels of analysis, namely structural, organizational and 
individual. The conceptual framework of "culture", which is confined to "civic culture" 
(including the concepts of rights, participation and tolerance), also will be included in this 
chapter. Besides demonstrating the framework for analysis, the methods for conducting this 
research will be illustrated as well. 
Chapter 4 is an introduction of Greenpeace International, a global civil society that I 
investigated. Its history, mission, financial status, organizational structures, strategies will be 
portrayed. The objective for including this section is for contrasting the strategy adopted by 
Greenpeace China. Since Greenpeace China, a local office of Greenpeace International and a 
case selected in this study, adopted a very different strategy in order to enter China and 
accelerate cultural change, thus a part for introducing the Greenpeace world wide offices, 
beyond the China office, is needed. 
Chapter 5 applies the three levels of analysis framework to examine the process and 
mechanism of cultural change led by Greenpeace in Guangzhou. However, as my main focus 
is on the organizational level of analysis, thus much effort is dedicated to the illustration of 
how Greenpeace cooperates with local environmental NGOs and local authorities whereas the 
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analysis of the other two levels of analysis will be brief. 
Chapter 6 reviews the development of Chinese civic culture, from the civility originated in 
Confucianism to the transformed "guanxi civility" in modem decades. As this study tries to 
examine what kinds of civic culture have been changed by Greenpeace, it is important to have 
an understanding of the development of Chinese civic culture before it changed. 
Chapter 7 scrutinizes the sort of changes of civic culture led by Greenpeace China among 
the core participants in Guangzhou. Because consciousnesses of "rights", "participation" and 
"tolerance" are the civic cultural features that originated in Western societies, so I am going to 
examine whether Greenpeace has diffused these concepts to them. 
Chapter 8 is a conclusion of this study, a brief summary of this study will be included. In 
addition, I will try to conceptualize the features of global civil society that occasioned the 
occurrence of cultural change, and the roles played by local civil society during this process. 





This chapter is divided into two sections. The first part clarifies core concepts, including 
the concepts of "civil society" and "global civil society". Since the main theme of this study is 
an illumination of civil society, it is important to have clear and substantial definitions of 
these concepts before going into detail. In the second part I review the historical development 
of civil society in China, and also to depict the entrance of the global civil society in China. 
2.1 Definition of Civil Society 
There is a long history of the idea of civil society in the traditions of Western political 
thought. It was derived from the Western philosophy in the late seventeenth century and was 
highly prominent in the European tradition of political philosophy from at least Hobbes 
onwards, it was widely used in Western social theory throughout the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries, and despite being neglected for several decades in the mid twentieth 
century was revived in the late seventies by Eastern European intellectuals (Madsen 1993). 
Seligman (1992) attributes the rise of this idea in the seventeenth century to a concern 
about the restoration of public order and social ethics in the midst of huge social and 
economic change'^ Simultaneously, God, the traditional foundation of social world, was 
questioned by the end of the seventeenth century, so people began to change their focus to 
"the working of society itself to explain the existence of social order" (p.16). Hence, "the 
society of the Enlightenment, constituting a new form of public life, was the prototype of the 
early modem concept of civil society" (Cohen and Arato 1992: 87). In other words, the 
13 The crisis includes, "the commercialization of land, labor, and capita; the growth of market economies; the age 
of discoveries; and the English and later North American and continental revolutions" (Seligman 1992). 
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earliest incarnation of "civil society" was in contrast to "the state of nature" and is referred to 
as a "condition of being governed" (Rowe 1993). In the eighteenth century, it developed into 
its present usage, i.e. refers to an arena with numerous private activities, outside the family 
and not assimilated into the state. At the turn of the nineteenth century, it started to be 
distinguished from both family and the state. In the middle of the twentieth century, the notion 
of civil society was hardly ever used, but usage was revived in 1970s and 1980s by Eastern 
European intellectuals to explain both the nature of the politics of resistance during the Cold 
War and the prospects for democracy (Madsen 1993: 188). 
"Although civil society is often used as an adjective to describe many things people want, it 
is best understood as a noun ---- as a real flesh and blood 'thing'——a social realm" (Eberly 
2000: 7). We need to explain the meaning of "civil society" from two dimensions, that is, the 
structural aspect and its cultural foundation. 
2.1.1 The Structural Aspect of Civil Society 
(1) Civil Society and the Political Realm 
The structural aspect refers to the boundaries of civil society. Since it is a term with various 
meanings and applied in so many different contexts, "it is hard to establish boundaries around 
civil society" (Eberly 2000: 8). In its original manifestation, it refers to a condition of being 
governed, so "civil" or "political society" is a contrast to the ungovemed "state of nature" 
(Rowe 1993: 139). John Locke gave a new meaning to the idea of civil society and it became 
equal to the word "state". He asserts "civil society represented the realm of political 
association which enabled men to leave the 'state' of nature' and enter a commonwealth" 
(Eberly 2000: 24). Under his conceptualization, civil society is "coterminous with the political 
realm in toto" (Seligman 1992: 22). In the eighteenth century, civil society began to separate 
from political society. Some scholars, such as Adam Smith, Adam Ferguson, and David Hume, 
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even believed that "civil society was the realm that protected the individual against the state" 
(Wolfe 2000: 62). For instance, Tocqueville distinguishes civil society and political society by 
claiming that the former serves important and legitimate political as well as civic roles, 
however, the latter merely serves political goals without serving civic purposes (Eberly 2000: 
9). 
(2) Civil Society and the Market 
Apart from the debate of whether the state should be included in the boundary of civil 
society, there are some arguments concerning whether the market should be included in it as 
well. For instance, Hegel declares that the economy should be embodied as one of the 
components of civil society. Later, Gramsci and Parsons revised this idea and claim that the 
economy should be distinguished from the boundary of civil society (Cohen and Arato 1992: 
xiv). Other than these, Tocqueville, Cohen and Arato also agree that civil society should 
exclude both state (includes political society of parties, political organizations, and political 
public) and market (includes economic society composed of organizations of production and 
distribution, usually firms, cooperatives and partnerships). For example Cohen and Arato 
(1992) define civil society as the "third realm" which is differentiated from the state and the 
economy because of the aspect of its normative moral order (p. 18). In modem usage, the 
meaning of civil society is "no longer a dualistic conception, it became tripartite, standing 
between the market and the state, embodying neither the self-interest of the one nor the 
coercive authority of the other" (Wolfe 2000: 64). 
2.1.2 Cultural Foundation of Civil Society 
(1) Originated from Liberalism 
The cultural foundation of civil society was derives mainly from two traditions, liberalism 
and republicanism. The former started since John Locke and Adam Smiths' theories during 
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the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries (Lui and Chan 2001: 373). Locke is even regarded as 
one of the most significant antecedents of a "'liberal' reading of civil society" (Seligman 1992: 
21). Scholars like David Hume, Aristotle, John Stuart Mill, Ralph Waldo Emerson, Henry 
David Thoreau, and Walt Whitman are under this tradition. 
The core premise of "Liberalism", also named as "right-oriented liberalism", is that 
"individuals qua individuals have moral rights that serve as constraints on government and on 
others ——constraints that are under the control of rights holders" (Cohen and Arato 1992: 8). 
In addition to individual rights, it also emphasizes individual autonomy that "the self is 
sovereign and essentially unbounded by any constraints or obligations that exist independent 
of the individual" (Eberly 2000: 8). Bellah (2000) describes this notion as "radically 
unencumbered and improvisational self which "cuts off from community, history, tradition, 
or civic duty" (p.8). Thus, Gellner (1995) declares genuine civil society requires modular man. 
In other words, the modularity of modem man is a precondition of civil society. Modular man 
means the person "can combine into specific-purpose, ad hoc, limited associations, without 
binding himself by some blood ritual. He can leave an association when he comes to disagree 
with its policy without being open to the charge of treason" (p. 42). Under this theme, civil 
society is "a cluster of institutions and associations" into which individuals have "entered 
freely rather than imposed either by birth or by awesome ritual" (p.42). Put differently, 
individualism is the cultural base of civil society, but civil society assumes a transcendence of 
individualism. 
(2) Civil Society originated from Republicanism 
The other tradition is republicanism, which originated from Aristotle, Machiavelli and 
Tocquevilies' theories and gained further development from Hannah Arendt's criticism of 
civil society and Robert Putnam's analysis of civic community (Lui and Chan 2001: 375). 
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Indeed, this tradition is derived from Communitarianism, and the rise of Communitarianism 
was mainly owing to the problems generated by liberalism. As discussed above, individual 
right was strongly stressed by liberalism. However, if the emphasis on viewing the 
individual's rights as an instrument against the state, as the extreme case, egoism may appear 
that may cause various social problems, including being an impediment to the formation of a 
democratic society and to the cultivation of civic virtue, the loss of community and the 
decline of social trust, and so on (Cohen and Arato 1992: 10’ Eberly 2000: 11). 
Numerous scholars admit that America is facing such a problem (Eberly 200014，Wolfe 
200015，Putnam 199516’ Sandel 2000^^). Communtarianism, promotes the renewal of mutual 
responsibility and commitment between individuals, restoration of individual and the public 
sense of the "community helps to prevent modem society from falling apart (Antonia 1998: 
419). Etzioni has invented the notion of a "responsive community" to elucidate why mutual 
responsibility between individuals should be renewed. Since "liberal individualism can meet 
neither the risks of modernity nor the social needs of society", developing a communal sense 
which is opposed to the politics of personal or group interest can help to solve the problem 
brought by liberalism (Antonia 1998: 419). Communitarians want to establish a responsive 
community based on "republican principles". This has become one of the traditions of the 
cultural foundation of civil society. 
Republicanism views political participation as a process of the individual's "self-
14 Eberly (2000: 11) claims that liberal individualism has gained strong adherents on both Left and Right of the 
political spectrum on America. 
Wolfe (2000) states that Americans "have traveled down the road to bad individualism" where dimensions of 
sociality and responsibility are missing when the rights-defined self stands alone (p. 106, 107). 
16 Putnam (1995) asserts American citizens are "massively alienated from their public institutions", refusing to 
vote, much less to involve themselves actively in public affairs, declining to take civic or moral responsibility. 
They are no longer engaging themselves in civic associations but instead are "bowling alone". 
17 Sandel (2000) points out by the 1990s, U.S. Senator Bill Bradley called for restoration of "civic spaces", i.e. 
"sites of deliberation about the common good", such as churches, schools, fraternities，etc. He also stressed that 
the "'distinctive moral language of civil society'——the language of community, family, citizenship, and mutual 
obligation ---- should play a more prominent role 'in our public conversation'" (p.281). 
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actualization". Given that individual freedom will only be guaranteed and actualized in an 
autonomous republican society, people, rather than merely enjoy individual rights and 
freedoms, should view "citizenship" as a kind of "responsibility" or even "public duty" (Liu 
and Chan 2001: 375). Under this tradition, community was at all times prior to individuals, 
and republican virtue can only be grasped if it is based on the former criteria (Bellah et al. 
1985: 144-I47I8) 
In other words, the sort of participation highlighted by republicanism is animated by a 
sense of responsibility for one's society or community, and responsibility must begin with 
paying attention to the problems that beset us, to concern for the family, one's local 
community, society, city or even the nation and the world (Bellah 2000: 81, 88). To act 
responsibly, one must ask: "What is happening? What is calling us to respond?" (Niebuhr 
1978: 65). Under this tradition, active participation in public affairs was regarded as a kind of 
"civic virtue". This virtue does not require one to totally negate individual interest, but just 
means that one needs to think of others' interests simultaneously (Lui and Chan 2001: 375). In 
the view of republicanism, civil society is regarded as "builci[ing] social ties and a sense of 
mutual obligation by weaving together isolated individuals into the fabric of the larger group, 
tying separate individuals to purposes beyond their private interests" (Eberly 2000: 8). In 
Putnam's (1993) point of view, individuals being in a civic community view the public 
domain as more than a battlefield for pursuing personal interests (p.88). 
At present, academia has developed a consensus towards the definition of civil society. 
Civil society is a "public sphere" constituted by autonomous and open "intermediate 
organization", that is, "a social space for citizens of a community to associate, communicate, 
I g 
Bellah et al. (1985) claims that "civic republican . . . had a better grasp on the truth in that the individual is 
realized only in and through community" as well (144-147). 
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and organize collective actions concerning public good" (Liu and Chan 2001: 372). The term 
implies that activities and associations are voluntary and free, in which freedoms of 
a s s o c i a t i o n and expression^® are cherished (Eberly 2000: 7，Chandhoke 2002: 46). The key 
element of civil society is the mediating structures which deal with the problematical relations 
between the private and the public, public ethics and individual interests, individual fervors 
and public concerns (Eberly 2000: 148-149). 
2.2 The Idea of Global Civil Society 
The above section has gone over the definition, origins and historical development of civil 
society. Indeed, the term "civil society" applied merely to the local ones in the past. However, 
due to the rise of globalization, numerous transnational social organizations and international 
networks were established and cross-borders social movements took place. Consequently, a 
new concept "global civil society" has emerged in the past few decades. Nevertheless the 
definition of this term is still subject to various interpretations. These interpretations can be 
summarized into two main dimensions, one emphasizes its transnational characteristics and 
the other focuses on its function which aims at promoting universal ideas. 
2.2.1 Transnational Characteristics 
"Transnational" refers to "regular interactions across national boundaries when at least one 
actor is a non-state agent or does not operate on behalf of a national government or an 
intergovernmental organization" (Johnston and Laxer 2003: 47). Numerous scholars have 
stressed this element in defining the notion of global civil society, such as Wapner (1996), 
Falk (2000)，Thomas (2001), and so forth. In this definition, global civil society is like local 
civil society which is embodied in associational activity, rather than within a national locality, 
Freedom of association refers to "the right to establish and, subject only to the rules of the organization 
concerned, to join organizations of one's own choosing without prior authorization" (Anheier et al. 2002: 367). 
2° Freedom of expression refers to "freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive, and 
impart information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers" (Anheier et al. 2002: 367). 
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its activities extend across national boundaries outside business and government (Muetzelfeldt 
and Smith 2002: 62). In simpler terms, the distinguishing feature of these organizations is that 
"they defy national boundaries" and are chiefly composed by the "self-conscious construction 
of networks of knowledge and action, (and) by de-centred local actors that cross the reified 
boundaries of space" (Anheier et al. 2002: 36). 
2.2.2 Promotion of Universal Ideas 
The other stream of definition focuses on the functions of global civil society which aims at 
promoting universal ideas or values, such as environmentalism, gender equality, human 
equality, human rights, opposition to discrimination against homosexuals; and so on. To the 
scholars under this stream, global civil society performs the role of an agency in spreading 
these ideas or values globally. For instance, Lipschutz (1992) employs the notion of global 
civil society to indicate "a plurality of agencies such as social movements, interest groups, 
and global citizens" (p.390). For some, global civil society refers to the organizations or 
powers that are used to counterweight global capitalism, such as the protestors in Seattle and 
Prague or Greenpeace's action that against transnational corporations (Anheier, Glasius and 
Kaldor 2001: 3). For a few, the idea is related to the infrastructure which is needed for the 
spread of democracy and development, including the growth of professional associations, 
consumer organizations, and interests groups that extend to various countries, such as Save 
the Children or Medecins sans Frontieres which contribute a lot to the provision of 
humanitarian assistance for the poor or oppressed (Anheier et al. 2001: 3). The term may 
merely refer to the growing connectedness of citizens with a common goal: networks of peace, 
environmental or human rights activists, etc (Anheier et al. 2001: 3). Under this stream of 
interpretation, the activities or actions performed by the global civil society actors can 
possibly "reshape the 'architecture' of international politics by denying the primacy of states 
or of their sovereign rights". The values promoted by them usually come from below "which 
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exist in tension with dominant statist conceptions of the state system". Therefore, some 
scholars claim that global civil society has an "anti-state character" (Lipschutz 1992: 390). In 
short, under this dimension, global civil society refers to a "civic engagement and 
civic-mindedness in a transnational, potentially global sphere" and is about "private action for 
public benefit" (Anheier, Glasius and Kaldor 2003: 3). 
In a nutshell, many theorists seem to be of the view that global civil society represents a 
'third sector', distinguished from state-centric international order and the networks of global 
markets (Anheier et al. 2002: 36). It is about people, organizations, values and ideas they 
represent, just similar to the local civil society, but with the major difference that they are 
located in a transnational arena and are not bounded by nation-states or local societies. In 
addition, global civil society is about the meaning and practice of human equality in an 
increasingly unjust world, and about the complex debate on how individual human rights can 
develop their own capabilities to meet their needs. It is also about searching for, and 
developing, new forms of civic participation and involvement in a globalized world; it is 
about finding and giving "voice" to those affected by old, new, and emerging inequities in the 
broadest sense, and providing a political and social platform for such voices to be heard 
(Anheier et al. 2003: 3). The Global Civil Society Index provides a clear operational 
definition to the idea of civil society that has been widely used in the present decade. Global 
civil society refers to "the socio-sphere of ideas, values, organizations, networks, and 
individuals located primarily outside the institutional complexes of family, market, and state 
and beyond the confines of national societies, political, and economies". All transnational 
NGOs, political activists, social movements, religious denominations, and associations of all 
stripes and hues, from trade unions to business and financial groupings are examples of global 
civil society organizations (Anheier et al. 2002: 36). Shaw (1994) summarizes three major 
types of institution which comprise the notion of global civil society: "formal organizations 
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linking national institutional bodies" (organizations of parties, churches, unions, professions, 
educational bodies, media, etc); "linkages of informal networks and movements" (e.g. 
women's', gay's and peace groups' movements, etc); and "globalist organizations" (e.g. 
Amnesty, Greenpeace, Medecins sans Frontieres) with a specifically global orientation, global 
membership and activity of global scope (p.650). 
2.3 Development of Chinese Civil Society 
The above section is a general description of the ideas of local and global civil societies. 
The following investigate the development of this third sector in China. First of all, the 
development of local Chinese civil society will be explained. This is followed by the entrance 
of global civil society. Previous studies show that a realm which is independent from the state 
and which possessed a certain degree of autonomy existed in Chinese history. 
2.3.1 Before the Qing Dynasty 
William T. Rowe's study of Hankou in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, "Hankou: 
Commerce and Society in a Chinese City, 1796-1889(1984)，’，argues that the city's guilds 
owned administrative autonomy because "there was an unusually wide gap between de jure 
and de facto systems of political authority. Thus a substantial degree of de facto autonomy 
had emerged, with real power balanced between officials and the leaders of local society; over 
the course of the century the balance shifted very much toward the latter". Moreover, there 
was almost no government intervention in Hankou's municipal business, prefects only 
intervened in a few of the city's affairs, which usually involved local projects or a crises of 
some magnitude. In addition, the gentry managers (shen-tung) and gentry deputies (wei-yuan) 
owned the authority to deal with the urban administration which was at the level below the 
centrally appointed bureaucrats (Rowe 1984: 339). The merchant groups even took municipal 
functions after the Taiping Rebellion (Wakeman 1993: 115). In short, from Rowe's study, the 
city's guilds in Hankau owned administrative autonomy and municipal identity during the 
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eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
2.5.2 During the Qing Dynasty 
According to Huang (1993), throughout the Qing Dynasty, "there has always been a third 
realm in Chinese sociopolitical life" which was "more ad hoc and semiformal during the Qing, 
but became increasingly institutionalized in the twentieth century", including the justice 
system, Subcounty Administration and the Gentry Public Functions (p.227). For the justice 
system, there was both a formal and an informal justice systems involved during that period in 
a kind of negotiatory relationship. "While magisterial opinion was generally guided by the 
statutory law in the written code, informal mediators were mainly concerned with 
peacemaking and compromise. Their interactions •.. made up a major part of the third realm 
of the justice system" (p.227). The same pattern can be found in local administration. Formal 
administration only reached to the county yamen during the Qing dynasty. “For public actions 
below that level, the state typically resorted to unsalaried semiofficials. Subcounty 
administrative posts, whether at the township level or the village level, were filled by 
community nomination and state confirmation". The last example is the gentry public 
functions, "local public services like water control, famine relief, or defense were typically 
undertaken in the third realm with the participation of both state and society". From the above 
examples, we can view the Qing dynasty's sociopolitical apparatus as "a stack of three blocks 
of different sizes" (p.227). The small one, at the top, would be the formal apparatus of the 
Qing state and the large one, at the bottom, was society. "In between was the medium-sized 
third block, where the third realm of Qing justice operated, where sub-county administrative 
posts like the township and the village were situated, and where state officials and gentry 
leaders worked together in public service projects" (p.227). In addition, business associations 
also emerged at that time which were autonomous, free from the state control. The foremost 
modem business associations were set up in the Qing dynasty, which were "important 
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intermediaries between business and government, giving business communities autonomy 
through self-regulation" (Hall 1995: 64). 
2.3.3 During the period of Republican China 
An economic reform was launched under Deng Xiao Ping's Era in 1978. China's economic 
structure was changed noticeably "in terms of expanding the scope of the markets and private 
ownership", the reform also had serious impacts on the social and political arenas in terms of 
expanding the formation of social intermediary organizations (Chan 2000). "Liberalization of 
state control" and "marketization of the economy" took place during the reform period. The 
former led to greater freedoms for individual citizens, whereas the latter initiated the increase 
of privately owned business, from small household ones to larger enterprises (Huang 1993: 
235). Both contributed to an emergence of non-state economic groups, which are partially 
autonomous from the state, including commercial associations, professional associations, 
associations for the care of the elderly, clan associations, religious associations, and even 
criminal associations like the Triads, etc (Madsen 1993: 189). Yang (1989) points out that the 
reform led precisely to the rise of civil society in China. One of the objectives of the reform 
was to allow the enterprises to prosper. In doing so, the enterprises "are increasingly sought to 
be relieved from the societal functions they served for the state and from state administrative 
linkages" (p.59). Through this action, "they gain greater autonomy from the state; relations of 
exchange between economic corporate groups increasingly tend to take place without the 
vertical mediation of hierarchical administrative channels". Therefore, "the horizontal 
integration of civil society is enhanced in the economic sphere and civil society begins to 
detach itself from the state" (p.59). 
Moreover, the change of state policy direction also enhanced the development of civil 
Society in China. The then Chinese Communist Party (CCP) General Secretary, Jiang Zemin, 
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and the Premier, Zhu Rongji, at the Party and State Congresses, recognized the need for 
further development of "social intermediary organizations". In Jiang's speech to the Party 
Congress, he stressed the need to "cultivate and develop" what he termed "social intermediary 
organizations" in order to tackle the problems generated by the reform, including provision of 
adequate social security coverage, especially for pensions, and the restructuring of medical 
and unemployment insurance (Saich 2000: 128, Chan 2000: 119). 
2.3.4 During 1989 Demonstration 
Many studies claim that the 1989 demonstration was a sign of the emergence of Chinese 
civil society. This movement emerged as a student eulogy to Hu Yaobang who died on 15 
April 1989, a central leader who advocated rapid reform. The movement later expanded into a 
broad popular movement joined by workers, journalists and other citizens in Beijing. The 
students occupied Tiananmen Square for two months, supported by citizens^^ Chamberlain 
(1993) declares this movement was a sign of the emergence of Chinese civil society as it 
demonstrated a noticeably high level of political awareness and sophistication among students 
involved in the movement and the insistence of students in demanding autonomy as well. 
Furthermore, it displayed affectionate support to the students given not merely by 
'white-collar' professionals but also by the mass of ordinary citizens. Though in the midst of 
chaotic conditions, the demonstrators were able to police and govern themselves; "the aura of 
goodwill and 'civility' were pervading the streets of Beijing and other cities during the 
period" (p. 199). 
Although an incipient civil society emerged during the 1989 movement, the promulgation 
21 A more detailed account of this incident: "By late May, state elite tolerance of the students in Tiananmen 
Square waned and the military was dispatched to oust them. The first attempts by troops to enter the city were 
peacefully repulsed by a spontaneous outpouring of the citizenry who blocked the streets. Finally on the night of 
3 June, the troops violently removed the students from the square, killing at least several hundred civilians" 
(Chamberlain 1993: 199). 
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of the regulations changed the situation and led to the suppression of its growth. Following 
the 1989 Democracy movement, the State Council issued a new law "Management 
Regulations for the Registration of Social Groups" to monitor the registration of social groups, 
with the aim of maintaining political stability by tightening the reins on them (Hsia and White 
III 2002). After the promulgation of the law, all social organizations were required to register 
with the civil affairs departments. In 1998，two further regulations were issued by the State 
Council to supplement the above guidelines: "Regulations for the Registration and 
Management of Social Groups" (shehui tuanti dengji guanli tiaoli) and "Provisional 
Regulations for the Registration and Management of People-Organized Non-Enterprise Units" 
(Minban feiqiye danwei dengji guanli zanxing tiaoli) (Hsia and White III 2002: 337). 
Afterwards, within the same administrative region, only one social organization of its kind is 
allowed to register. Consequently, the growth of social organizations in China was limited. 
Furthermore, the regulations also stipulate a practice of "dual supervision" over the social 
organizations. Social organizations need to obtain a relevant state unit (government 
department or official social organization) to be its "business supervisory unit" (yewu 
zhuguan danwei) in order to be registered. The "business supervisory unit" is responsible for 
inspecting the activities and finances of the social organization. Many organizations are 
unable to register due to the failure to find these sponsors. According to the list of China Civil 
Affairs Statistical Yearbook, the number of social organizations in China was 130,768^^ (Chan 
2000: 129). 
2.4 Development of Global Civil Society in China 
Hsia and White Ill's study Working Amid Corporatism and Confusion: Foreign NGOs in 
China (2002) provides a detailed account of the entrance of global civil society in China. 
22 The figures listed in the China Civil Affairs Statistical Yearbook demonstrate the growth of social groups in 
China has been truncated by the state's registration procedures. Thousands of social organizations are eliminated 
from the registration list. For instance, 35,236 registrations were cancelled in 1999 (Chan 2000.129). 
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They contend that foreign NGOs were assumed by the Chinese government to be unnecessary 
and dangerous in the 1950s; however, this assumption was negated by them in the reform era 
of 1970s. Since China's opening in the 1970s, foreign NGOs, mostly social organizations and 
business association, began to rush into China; and the Chinese central government started to 
accept international development aid from the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) 
in 1978. China had cultivated a more hospitable attitude to foreign aid in the 1980s. More 
than that, she hosted more than 200 UN projects during that period. The Chinese central 
government became more tolerant towards the entrance of foreign NGOs is mainly due to her 
wish for attaining greater legitimacy on the international front and at home. As the 1970s 
reform led to numerous social problems, such as unemployment, pollution and inequalities; 
therefore, the government put up with the growth of foreign NGOs to help to tackle the above 
social issues through the acceptance of foreign aid (p.334-335). 
At present, the Chinese government has two different attitudes towards the entrance of 
foreign NGOs. It believes that "foreign social groups are potentially dangerous; but it also 
recognizes that a carefully monitored NGO sector can be beneficial to both the state and the 
people" (Hsia and White III 2002: 334-335). Undeniably, the foreign NGOs have a significant 
role to play in tackling social problems in China, especially through the delivery of various 
social services, such as health care, job retraining, and so on. For instance, foreign 
organizations, namely Medecin San Frontieres, the International Federation of Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Societies provided instant responses to the 1998 floods which killed about 2500 
people and destroyed 6 million homes (Flood Relief 1998: 4, Hillis 1999: 29). More than that, 
the operation of foreign NGOs may be utilized by the government to obtain monetary 
advantages internationally. Because the presence of foreign NGOs can serve as evidence to 
the foreign investors that China is a stable and secure place for investment hence foreign 
investments can be attracted. In addition, foreign NGOs can bring direct international funding 
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to China as well. For instance, the Ford Foundation has granted a large amount of money for 
development work in China; the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) and 
Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA) both provide funding for the running of 
programmes for the overseas training of professionals from the China Rehabilitation Research 
Center in Beijing (Hsia and White III 2002: 335). 
In spite of the fact that foreign NGOs provide significant contributions to China, the 
Chinese government still fears them and regards them as potentially dangerous. "A constant 
concern of the Chinese government is that members of groups may abuse their visas inside 
China and create propaganda against the Party (Hsia and White 2002: 333). Indeed, the 
Chinese government intended to promulgate a set of rules that are separate from those of local 
social groups to govern the registration of foreign social groups. However, none of them has 
been promulgated at this moment; so, most of the provinces merely apply the regulations for 
the local social groups to the foreign groups as well. Nevertheless, a document circulated by 
the MoCA in 1989 may serve as the supplementary guidelines for local civil affairs bureaus 
(CAEs) in dealing with the entrance of foreign social organizations: 
“(a) to remain in contact with foreign groups operating in the open to maintain a 
knowledge of their affairs; (b) not to initiate contact with foreign groups that operate 
secretly, even if the local CABs are aware of them; (c) to inform foreign groups 
seeking registration that regulations are in the process of being drafted; (d) to forbid 
foreign groups from infringing on any governmental affairs, thus also to forbid them 
from acting on behalf of their embassies or consulates; (e) to ensure that no Chinese 
23 Hsia and White's study (2002) provides an example citied from "Orphange Row" (1996: 4) to illustrate this 
argument: Members of Human Rights Watch (Asia) entered China in the name of international charity workers 
in 1996. During the period in China, they visited various orphanages, captured the most dreadful situations 
secretly and published a report "Death by Default: A Policy of Fatal Neglect in China's State Orphanages (1996). 
The report highlights a gigantic number of orphans died from the Chinese government's negligence. Afterwards, 
a fi lm "The Dying Rooms" was shown in Britain which depicts the awful situation of the Chinese orphanages; 
and the government was portrayed as indifferent towards this situation (p. 336). 
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citizens participate in the activities of foreign groups without permission" (Hsia and 
White III 2002: 338). 
The above discussion demonstrates how burdensome it is for foreign NGOs to get 
registration in China. It is difficult to measure accurately the number of foreign NGOs 
operating in China due to the lack of a formal registration system, Howell (1995)，after 
several discussions with agencies in Beijing, estimated that there were 15 foreign NGOs 
operating in China. They include: The British Save the Children FuncP; Oxfam Hong Kong^^ 
the German Friedrich-Naumann-Stiftung^'^; the US Peace Corps^^, and so forth (p.9). On the 
other hand, more recently, the editor of Chinabrief (2004) estimates that no less than 50 
registered organization have a enduring existence in China, while around 150 international 
NGOs were short of permanent registration but established work in China through local 
partners (Hsia and White III 2002: 334-335). 
contains education, health and water projects in Yunnan, Anhui and Tibet 
has rural development projects in Yunnan and GuiZhou 
initiates training schemes in Habin and Changsha 
operates education projects in Sichuan 
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Chapter 3 
Analytical Framework and Methodology 
In this chapter, I apply three levels of analysis (i.e. structural, organizational and individual) 
to approach the possibility of and the mechanism for cultural change^^ led by the global civil 
society in China. According to Click and Pi-Sunyer (2005), "pressures towards change... may 
have their origin within the society or be external to it". The latter is a kind of cultural 
diffusion which "is defined as a process by which culture elements are transferred from one 
society to another" (Vrga 1969). In this study, global civil society serves as an external force 
which may transfer civic culture from Western societies to China; hence, theories of cultural 
diffusion were reviewed and were applied in order to tackle this research question. Among 
previous studies, the analysis of cultural diffusion is mainly classified into three different 
levels: structural, organizational and individual. Therefore, to approach this research question 
I attempt to apply these three levels of analysis simultaneously in this study. Indeed, my main 
focus will be on the "organizational level of analysis" whereas the structural and individual 
levels of analysis are supplementary. 
3.1 Structural Level of Analysis 
A number of studies in analyzing cultural diffusion have laid stress on the structural 
condition of the host country, that is, the country being diffused by the culture of another 
country (Featherstone 1993, Pelliciani 1991，Tomlinson 1999, Tumbaugh 1975). The 
emphasis on the structural factor may be regarded as a kind of "structuralist approach". 
According to Taylor (1989), a structuralist approach is that actors' (including individuals and 
organizations) desires and beliefs are explained by their bearers' location in the social 
structure. In short, the structural factors that may lead to the presence of cultural diffusion are 
28 To Vrga (1969) "Cultural change refers to a shared modification of behavior and to the differential behavioral 
patterns between certain points of time 
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mainly: accessibility of the media; the development of a consumption market; the educational 
level and the level of technological development (Fardon 1995: 176). The relationships 
between cultural diffusion and each of the above variables are briefly explained as follows: 
Many studies stress the importance of the media especially the mass 
produced-communication, such as print, film, radio and television in diffusing the culture. 
(Appadurai 1990; Gerbner 2000; Mattelart 1979; Corvers and Giaoutzi 1998). Gerbner (2000) 
declares that mass communication is "the extension of institutionalized public-making and 
acculturation beyond the limits of handicraft or other personally mediated interactions". 
Moreover, through these mass-produced mediated message systems, messages can be diffused 
to large and heterogeneous groups who seldom have face-to-face interactions (p. 143). Hence, 
the greater the accessibility of media channels, the greater the probability of the presence of 
cultural diffusion. 
A few studies attribute the presence of cultural diffusion to the importation of products 
and/or services from other countries. For instance, Mattelart (1979) proposes that through 
Hollywood films the American way of life, especially individualism and the confident belief 
in progress, was diffused to other countries through such well-known characters, as, Donald 
Duck, Superman, Rambo and John Wayne. 
Such cultural diffusion can be aided through educational contacts. Armando (2001) 
highlights the point that one of the roles of universities is for diffusing culture while, Corvers 
and Giaoutzi (1998) claim that cross-border technology transfer can be effectively supported 
by stimulating the exchange of students and cross-border apprenticeships. Furthermore, 
exchanges among schools, cross-border vocational training, professionally oriented language 
courses for employees and encouraging students to take courses at other universities in the 
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border region, all may accelerate the process of cultural diffusion. 
On the other hand some authors stress the role played by technological development in the 
acceleration of cultural diffusion. Since cultural diffusion is "a process by which cultural 
elements are transferred from one society to another" (Vrga 1969) while different countries 
are separated by various borders and each border functions as a barrier to communication so, 
information and communication technology is significant in making knowledge globally 
available (Corvers and Giaoutzi 1998: 291). 
3.2 Organizational Level of Analysis 
3.2.1 Cooperation between local and global civil societies 
Besides placing an emphasis on the structural factor, some studies also highlight the role 
played by various organizations in cultural diffusion, such as multinational corporations and 
transnational social organizations (Mclntyre and Weinstein 198629, Liu 1998^®). These 
organizations act as agents of change in the process of cultural diffusion. 
Though transnational social organizations can perform the role of such agents, the process 
is full of difficulties. In reviewing the concept of global civil society in a previous chapter, I 
mentioned that one of its main functions was the promotion of universal values into the nation 
states. However, such promotion may encounter pressures from the host country during the 
process because it "engage[s] in practices that can possibly reshape the 'architecture' of 
international politics by denying the primacy of states or of their sovereign rights" and may 
29 To Mclntyre and Weinstein (1986), as multinational corporations' typical structure consists of a world 
headquarters in a major city (e.g. New York, Chicago, Atlanta, Amsterdam, Tokyo) of a modern society and local 
subsidiaries in the cities of several-more or less modern-host societies (e.g. Lagos, Bombay, Bangkok, Bogota); 
thus, creates a situation for international exchange. Furthermore, by employing the local citizens as labours may 
also accelerate the occurrence of cultural diffusion as well, because the labours may be assimilated by the 
working environment of these multinational corporations. 
30 Liu's (1998) demonstrated how shetuan's globalization becomes the agencies of cultural promotion 
29 
even be claimed as owning an "anti-state character" (Lipschutz 1992: 390). One of the 
solutions is to cooperate with local civil society organizations. 
A study conducted by Khondker (2001) illustrates how influential a local civil society can 
be in aiding the operation of a global civil society in a local state, i.e. host country. To 
illustrate my main point that for global civil society organizations to be successful they need 
to cooperate with local organizations, I would like to discuss two opposing examples. 
The Three Gorges Dam in China was a megaproject which captured the attention of 
academia, environmentalists, and governmental institutions all around the world. Since it 
would cause a great deal of damage to the environment and to the people living within the 
valley, dozens of local citizens, scientists, intellectuals, and journalists released a magazine 
"Yangtze! Yangtze!“ in the hope of influencing delegates who were attending the National 
People's Congress to take a stand against the project. Such pressure was successful in 
persuading one-third of the delegates to vote against the Project, hence it was unwillingly 
postponed. Nonetheless, the project was resurrected later after the 1989 Tiananmen incident 
as this incident gave the Communist Party an excuse to arrest some of those who had been 
opposed to the construction of the dam, including the chief editor of "Yangtze! Yangtze! 
Having now suppressed the opposition force, the Chinese government could reintroduce the 
project. The Sardar Sarovar (Narmada) Project in India also attracted much opposition as well. 
Numerous local NGOs coalesced to form the Narmada Bachao Andolan in response to the 
construction of the Sardar Sarovar Dam. The movement strengthened and grew to incorporate 
dozens of international NGOs and together they were able to spread information throughout 
the world. By generating pressure on the local government, the project was overthrown 
eventually. 
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These two examples thus show that there must a close relationship between local and 
global civil societies. In the case of the Narmada project in India a coalition of local and 
global civil society organizations proved to be such a potent force that it persuaded both the 
government and their international collaborators to devote more attention to the concerns of 
the people affected by this huge project. Conversely, in the second example, without the help 
of local civil society organizations, the global civil society organizations failed to enter into 
China and generate pressure on the local government. As the Tinanman incident provided the 
government with an excuse to suppress the oppositional force, the Chinese government, in the 
absence of a vibrant local civil society, could afford to either ignore the calls from abroad or 
pay only perfunctory attention. In short, this study demonstrates that the networking or 
cooperation with local civil global civil society can enhance the work of global civil society in 
national states 
3.2.2 Organization Theory 
Since the aid from local civil society organizations is significant in helping global civil 
society enter a local state, I would like, therefore, to apply organization theory in this study to 
investigate how Greenpeace's actions lead to cultural change in China by adopting a specific 
organization structure ——network form. 
Organization theory is for analyzing how various organizational forms lead to different 
performances among business firms. Clark (2003) applied this theory to the study of civil 
society. According to this theory, there are three types of organizational forms namely, U-form, 
M-form and N-form. U-form, i.e. unitary form, was typified by the large factory of the 
industrial revolution. While such firms grow, they employ more workers and expand their 
plants in the same locality; owners employ managers to help run the business but keep a tight 
hold on all important decisions and knowledge. M-form, i.e. multi-divisional form, was 
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typified by conglomerates that branch out into new products or new locations, most probably 
overseas. Much authority is delegated to the chief executives of the quasi-autonomous units, 
but strategic decisions and information flow among units are managed by corporate 
headquarters. N-Form, i.e. network form, refers to those companies which delegate more 
power to this unit level, develop more fluid matrix ways of working, and view information as 
their most powerful tool. They encourage copious and rapid horizontal exchange among staff 
throughout the corporation and with specialists outside even competitors. Leaders are 
concerned less with hierarchy or controlling information than with ensuring that networks are 
built and information is exchanged smoothly (p. 110). 
To Clark (2000)，there is a direct parallel with civil society. The U-Form describes the large 
charity, nonprofit-making hospital, or Catholic church. The M-Form is represented by many 
of the biggest transnational civil society organizations, such as CARE, national unions, 
Greenpeace, or the Rotary Club, These organizations usually have a centralized organizational 
structure. The N-Form includes innovative civil society organizations undergoing change and 
new entrants. It usually leads to an organizational structure based on confederation. Such 
confederations are characterized by looser structures in which the members are autonomous, 
but agree to a set of common ground rules and work together on specific activities from which 
there is mutual advantage. Many advocacy-oriented civil society organizations which are 
emphasizing networking with strategic partners are in this category. Examples include Friends 
of the Earth International, Oxfam International, and Amnesty International (p.llO). 
According to this theory, in order to respond to changes in the environment where 
organizations operate, form change is possible. Hannan and Freeman (1989) suggest that the 
array of organizational forms existing at any point in time is a product of the response to prior 
environmental conditions. Moreover, they argue that current form changes are a function of 
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both environmental variations and the capacity of existing and emerging organizations for 
innovation. 
In a nutshell, since the entrance to the host country is the prerequisite for the occurrence of 
cultural diffusion, by changing to a network form and by cooperating with local civil society 
maybe the way to enhance the effectiveness of the work of global civil society in a host 
country and accelerate the occurrence of cultural change. Put differently, global civil society 
may encounter pressure from the host country during the entering process which may hinder 
the work of cultural diffusion, thus it may need to change to a form which offers competitive 
advantages. By reviewing Khondker's study, network form may offer global civil society 
competitive advantages in the cultural diffusion process. Through networking with local civil 
society, entrance to the host countries becomes more effective; thus, enhancing the possibility 
of the occurrence of the cultural diffusion process. 
3.3 Individual Level of Analysis 
Besides the above two levels of analysis, many studies apply an individual level of analysis 
in investigating the process and mechanism of cultural diffusion, chiefly the role of opinion 
leaders and the flow of people between the different communities, such as immigrants, 
workers, refugees, tourists, and so forth. (Appadurai 1990, Becker 1970, Dowling 1990, 
Levitt 1998，Valente and Davis 1999). For instance, social remittance theory highlights the 
migration-driven form of cultural diffusion (Levitt 1998). It suggests that through the 
transnational migration circuits�® which are formed by immigrants who remain oriented 
toward the communities they come from (i.e. the sending-country/community) and the 
community they enter (i.e. the receiving-country/community), social remittances (such as 
Transnational migration circuits refer to sustained and constant contacts between communit ies-of-origin and 
destination 
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ideas, behaviors, identities, and social capital) may flow from the latter to the former. Besides 
this social remittance theory, a few studies underscore the significant role played by opinion 
leaders within a community or a group (Rogers 1995, Valente and Davis 1999). According to 
Rogers (1995), opinion leaders are the members of the social system who exert the greatest 
influences; and always perform the role of early adopter^^ of an innovation. He attributes the 
reason that such people can perform the role of early adopter to their extensive interpersonal 
network formed inside the organization. The former refers to their "accessibility" inside the 
organization due to their unique and influential position in their system's communication 
structure: the centre of interpersonal communication network. One of the reasons to explain 
such a phenomenon is because of their greater degree of social participation within the 
organization than the other followers (p.27). The latter refers to their greater degree of 
exposure to a more cosmopolitan worldview, to mass communications and to change agents 
resulting from their higher formal educational level and higher social status (p.27, 28). These 
two sets of networks enable the opinion leader to serve as the early adopter of new ideas who 
then functions as the role model as they more readily imitate and accept diffusion. 
3.4 Definition of Culture 
Besides global civil society, culture is a key concept in my study as well. To Berger, 
"culture" being understood in its conventional social scientific sense refers to the "beliefs, 
values, and lifestyles of ordinary people in their everyday existence" (Berger and Huntington 
2002: 2). However, this definition is extremely broad, so it is confined to the discussion of 
civic values which refer to the concepts of "right", "participation" and "tolerance" in this 
31 To Rogers (1995) , there are several types of adopter categories, i.e. early adopters, early majority, late majority 
and laggards. The early adopters are considered by many as "the individual to check with" before using a new 
idea. They serve as a role model for other members of a social system and be respected by their peers, and is the 
embodiment of successful, discrete use of new ideas. To continue to earn this esteem of colleagues and to 
maintain a central position in the communication networks of the system, they must make judicious 
innovation-decisions. They decreases uncertainty about a new idea by adopting it, and then conveying a 
subjective evaluation of the innovation to near-peers through interpersonal networks (p.264). 
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study. The rationale for choosing these values to study is due to their significance in forming 
civil society. The concepts of right and participation are derived from two traditions of civil 
society, while tolerance is embedded in both traditions as a kind of virtue. The following is 
my conceptual framework of the concept "culture". 
3.4.1 The Concept of Right 
In this study, the definition of "right" is abstracted from T. H. Marshall's framework of 
citizenship; and "citizenship" refers to "a status that involves access to various rights and 
powers" (MacRae, Dahrendorf, Lipset 1973). Since "in the revival of the political theory of 
citizenship, the work of T. H. Marshall appears as a seminal influence" (Crowley 1998: 168), 
I apply his framework to analyze the concept of "right" in this study. In his “Citizenship and 
Social Class”, written in 1949，he traces the granting of citizenship rights in England and 
clearly identifies the element of the concept of citizenship which embraces three dimensions 
"civil, political and social". Besides providing us with the definition of citizenship, he also 
demonstrates how it was gradually awarded to the general population over the course of three 
centuries, from the eighteenth to the twentieth centuries (Kohl 2003: 388’ Janowitz 1980: 4). 
(1) Civil Rights 
The concept of civil rights arose with the emergence of the bourgeoisie in the eighteenth 
century (MacRae et al. 1973). It is composed of the rights necessary for individual freedom 
and includes individual liberty (the right to move about as long as we do not infringe the law), 
the right to own property (a person should not be deprived of his land or goods, or restricted 
in his enjoyment of them, except in accordance with the law), the right to justice (the right to 
sue and be sued, to prosecute and be prosecuted, without distinction of race, religion, wealth, 
social status, or political influence) and freedom of speech, thought and faith. Associated with 
freedom of thought and conscience is the right of assembly and of association (Lo 2001; 
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Marshall 1963; MacRae et al.l973). 
(2) Political Rights 
Political rights emerged in the nineteenth century and reflect the demands of the working 
classes for citizenship and are concerned with the "right to participate in politics" (MacRae et 
al. 1973). It refers to "the right to participate in the exercise of political power, as a member of 
a body invested with political authority or as an elector of the members of such a body. The 
corresponding institutions are Parliament and the councils of local government" (Marshall 
1963: 74). This means that, political rights are positive rights of equal participation, both 
direct and indirect, in representative government through the franchise and rights to influence 
policy, such as rights of selecting, monitoring and evaluating their representatives; the access 
to the decision-making process through universal manhood suffrage (Cohen and Arato 1992; 
Lo 2001; MacRae et al. 1973). 
(3) Social Rights 
Social rights became a major component in the definition of citizenship in the twentieth 
century (MacRae et al. 1973). To Marshall, they refer to those rights concerned with the 
welfare of people as citizens (Harris 1999). They “range(s) from the right to a modicum of 
economic welfare and security to the right to share to the full in the social heritage and to live 
the life of a civilized being according to the standards prevailing in the society. The 
institutions most clearly connected with it are the educational system and the social services" 
(Marshall 1963: 74). For instance, "universal access to education" is a kind of social rights 
(Kohl 2003). Under this concept, services should be open to all, that is, enjoyed by the 
majority (Marshal 1963; Powell 2002). It embraces a meaning of de-commodification which 
"occurs when a service is rendered as a matter of right, and when a person can maintain a 
livelihood without reliance on the market" (Powell 2002). Indeed, the idea of social rights 
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relies on an assumption: the state has a general duty to provide collective services in the fields 
of health, education and welfare (Harris 1999: 916). These services, rather than only targeting 
the "helpless and hopeless of the population", should be extended to all citizens through "a 
convergence of principles and an integration of practices" (Marshall 1963). 
3.4.2 The Concept of Participation 
Besides focusing on rights, another mainstream focus is on the consciousness of 
participation. As Yang (2002) claims, "the essence of civil society is citizen participation in 
public life". The consciousness of participation originated with Republicanism which arose 
due to the deficiencies generated by liberalism, including the loss of community and the 
decline in social trust (Eberly 2000: 11). Thus, the consciousness of participation highlighted 
by republicanism aimed at the renewing of mutual responsibility and commitment between 
individuals, and restoring the individual's and the public's sense of "community" (Grunenberg 
1998: 419). The kind of participation envisaged is one "animated by a sense of responsibility 
for one's society" and is a kind of self-actualization (Elshtain 2000: 117). To act responsibly, 
citizens need to pay attention to public affairs, that is, "avoiding the distractions" and 
"problems that beset us". To do so, people need to show ‘‘concern for the family, for our local 
communities and the vast cities most of us live in, to our national life and life in the world" 
rather than just cultivate self (Bellah 2000: 79). To pay attention to public affairs, people are 
required to have knowledge of public affairs" (Sandel 200: 271). 
In this study, the consciousness of participation involves two dimensions which are applied 
by a global civil society index (Anheier et al. 2001): political participation and community 
participation. The former relates to activities by private citizens aimed at influencing the 
action of government. This definition is indeed very broad. It is not only confined to either 
legal actions or the policy formulation stage, but non-electoral participation at the policy 
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output stage may also be as important as electoral participation at the policy input stage, as 
long as it shapes the actual results of policy when implemented (Kuan and Lau 2002). To sum 
up, political participation involves the institutional, that is participation in the policy 
formulation stage while the non-institutional arenas, such as, protesting, lobbying, voting, 
campaigning, appeal activities, boycotts, strikes, and demonstrations are at the policy output 
stage (Kuan and Lau 2002; Tong 2003). Community participation refers to the participation of 
individuals, as measured by membership in, and volunteering for, civil society organization. It 
may embrace the more encompassing duties of neighbourliness, volunteering, and a 
willingness to bear greater responsibility for the quality of public life (Eberly 2000: 20). 
3.4.3The Concept of Tolerance 
Though the above two civic values originated from two different traditions, both need a 
civic virtue, tolerance, to act as the moral base^^. Tolerance as a civic virtue was emphasized 
by Shils. In his study, “The Virtue of Civil Society" (1991), he uses the word "civility" to stand 
for "civic virtue" and defines it as an attitude and a pattern of conduct. It is approximately the 
same as what Montesquieu called virtue" (p. 11). Civility as a polished manner refers to 
courtesy, well-spokenness, moderation, respect for others, self-restraint, gentlemanliness, 
urbanity, refinement, good manners and politeness. When civility is a feature of civil society, 
it refers to a consideration for others as fellow-citizens of equal dignity, to their rights and 
obligations as members of civil society; it means regarding other persons, including one's 
adversaries, as members of the same inclusive collectivity, i.e. members of the same society, 
even though they belong to different parties or ethnic groups or have differing religious 
beliefs (p.11). In short, to Shils, civility as a feature of civil society refers to respect and 
32 Both traditions need tolerance: Communitarian focus on good society, and within it, "there must be patience 
and tolerance and kindness in hearing claims, in argument, in negotiation, and in reconciliation (Bellah 2000: 86). 
A liberal society is characterized diversity. "The maintenance of social diversity requires the virtue of tolerance. 
This virtue is widely thought to rest on the relativistic belief that every personal choice, every 'life-span,' is 
equally good, hence beyond rational scrutiny and criticism" (Galston 2000: 360) 
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tolerance. 
In this study, I will focus on three dimensions: political tolerance (i.e. respecting people 
with differing political stands), socio-cultural tolerance (i.e. respecting people from a different 
cultural background) and religious tolerance (i.e. respecting people with differing religious 
beliefs) to investigate whether the interviewees were tolerant people before joining 
Greenpeace. 
A Schema for Civic Values (further explanation in Chapter 6，p93) 
Right (vs. Ignorance) Participation (vs. Apathy) Tolerance (vs. Exclusion) 
> Political right > Political participation > Political tolerance 
> Civil right > Community participation > Socio-cultural tolerance 
> Social right > Religious tolerance 
3.4.4 The Concept of Change 
The definition of "change" includes 3 different levels: 
The first level refers to a binary change in consciousness or concept, i.e. from zero to 
existence. In this study, the binary change includes, a change from ignorance to having a 
consciousness of 'rights'; from apathy to participation, and from exclusion to tolerance. 
The second level refers to a modification made to one's mind. It can be a kind of 
reinforcement of a concept or cognitive understanding. 
The third level refers to a sense of efficacy, that is, the respondents' perceptions of their 
capacities to act and their obligations to act. As McAdam (1982) states a new sense of 
efficacy refers to people who ordinarily consider themselves helpless, but come to believe that 
they have some capacity to alter their lot (p.50). For instance, the capacities to participate in 
political and community activities. 
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In short, the dependent variable of this study is the possibility of and the kinds of cultural 
change; the main independent variable is the cooperation between local and global civil 
societies. The structural variables (the accessibility to the media, the vivacity of the 
consumption market, the popularity of education and technological developments) and 
individuals factors (the presence of opinion leaders, the presence of transnational migration 
circuits) serve as supplementary independent variables in this study and the discussion on 
these two sets of variables will be brief. 
3.5 Methodology 
Since the study aims at exploring the process and mechanism of cultural change, a 
quantitative method is not adequate. While quantitative research methods can search out the 
statistical relations between various variables, they fail to provide an explanation. Put 
differently, they "have the weaknesses of being somewhat artificial and potentially 
superficial", and thus "it is difficult to gain a full sense of social processes in their 
(respondents) natural settings" (Babbie 1998: 274). Hence, a qualitative research method was 
adopted in this research which includes in-depth interviews and participant observations. 
The key strength of such qualitative research methods is its "comprehensiveness" (Babbie 
1998: 238). Though it is not able "to arrive at statistical descriptions of a large population", it 
is able to "tap a depth meaning" and "detailed illustrations" of the social phenomenon that I 
am going to study (Babbie 1998: 304). As this study intends to seek out what kinds of cultural 
change does Greenpeace's activities lead to in China, and more importantly, the process and 
the mechanism of this change, so it is more appropriate to adopt a qualitative research method 
which can provide a "deeper and fuller understanding" of the social phenomenon I am going 
to investigate (Babbie 1998: 238). In other words, it enables me to grasp the reason why 
Greenpeace is able or unable to cause the diffusion of civic culture in China 
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Greenpeace was particularly chosen to be the subject of this case study because of the 
paradox of it being allowed into China. Greenpeace is famous for its confrontational and 
radical international approach while China is an authoritarian country which dedicates much 
effort to the maintenance of political stability and the avoidance of social disorder. Thus it is a 
puzzle why Greenpeace was allowed into China to conduct its public campaigns.. 
Nevertheless, Greenpeace was allowed to campaign and an example of cultural diffusion 
resulting from this came when a Chinese citizen with the support of Greenpeace, sued the 
food giant Nestle for incorrectly labeling the Nesquik which she had been buying for her 
two-year old baby. This was the first consumer court case in China on the labeling of 
genetically engineered (GE) food. Though the case was rejected on technical grounds, it "had 
already made more Chinese consumers aware of their rights to know what they are eating", 
she said (Greenpeace website). Thus, there seems to have emerged a consciousness of 
consumer rights in China following Greenpeace's entrance. 
I decided, therefore, to conduct a case study on Greenpeace to explore whether its 
presence in the country had led to a change in consciousness and what was the possible 
mechanism behind this change. The research method that I applied will be detailed in the 
following: 
3.5.1 Participant Observation 
The field site of this study was in Guangzhou which was where the Greenpeace office was 
located. The first time that I went to Guangzhou, in December 2004,1 started my initial field 
contacts by participating, not in the activities of Greenpeace itself, but with its main partner, 
HP (pseudo name). Through them, I got to know some Greenpeace volunteers and this 
enabled me to start my fieldwork with the organization 
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The Greenpeace campaigns that I joined were mostly concerned with the prevention of GE 
food ("GE Campaign"), and the promotion of solar energy ("Solar Campaign"). I notified the 
Greenpeace campaigners and core volunteers of my research purpose. In order to get along 
with them, I had to obtain their thorough understanding and way of thinking, so I served also 
as a volunteer in their activities. While participating, I tried to avoid voicing my opinions in 
order to maintain neutrality. The core activities organized by Greenpeace that I joined were as 
follows: 
For the "GE Campaign", I joined a site visit to an organic farm which cooperated with HP 
in June of 2004. I also participated several times in the many publicity events which were 
held in local communities to raise local citizens' awareness toward GE food. Moreover, in 
December of 2004，Greenpeace organized a large-scale campaign, called 'Bus Tour', which 
lasted for two weeks and was aimed at the anti-cultivation of GE rice in Yunan. In order to 
accelerate the efficiency of the tour, they established a temporary office in Yunnan for central 
coordination. Besides Greenpeace campaigners, there were five volunteers (including myself) 
who came from Great Britain, Sweden, Guangzhou, Yunnan and Hong Kong respectively. 
About thirty journalists from various provinces, including Guangzhou, Yunan, Beijing and 
Hong Kong also joined the trip. We were divided into four teams and stayed in four buses 
most of the time. We travelled to various places in Yunan, including Shi Lin, Kung Ming, and 
Hong He, to promote the dangers involved in the cultivation of GE rice. 
Recently, Greenpeace has been working on a campaign promoting solar energy. Five 
volunteers were chosen to be the team leaders of "solar camps" which was made up of 
members of environmental associations from eight universities. The chosen team leaders 
joined a training tour organized by Greenpeace to exchange ideas on how to promote solar 
energy with the volunteers from Hong Kong and other countries. I observed and participated 
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in two sharing sessions which were organized by Greenpeace for the candidates who applied 
to join the training tour. 
In addition, I observed and participated in the activities organized by Greenpeace's main 
partner in Guangzhou, HP. It organizes saloons nearly every month and also publicity events 
irregularly. I attended seven saloons which publicized various topics and invited different 
presenters. Besides saloons, I attended two preparation meetings among the volunteers for the 
co-ordination of saloons. The publicity event which I joined once, was against the 
construction of dams in Lujiang. I also attended a preliminary meeting among the volunteers 
of that event. The fieldwork ended in December 2004. 
3.5.2 In-depth Interviews 
Apart from gathering participants' observations, I conducted twenty seven in-depth 
interviews as well). In order to protect the interviewees, pseudo names have been used in this 
thesis. Besides the name of interviewees, the name of Greenpeace's main partner is also 
pseudo. The interviews were mainly divided into three parts (the information of the 
interviewees see Appendix I). The first part aims at exploring the possibility of cultural 
change on the participants and volunteers in Guangzhou brought about by their involvement 
with Greenpeace. This part involves thirteen interviewees, all of whom are volunteers and 
participants, aged from twenty to thirty-three, and are mostly university students who form 
the core members of the environmental associations on their campus as well. The questions 
were designed to seek out what sort of cultural values Greenpeace diffused to them and also 
the rationale behind it. 
The second part focuses on the operation of Greenpeace in Guangzhou. All the 
interviewees were the staff of Greenpeace China: one worked in the Beijing Unit, another 
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three worked in the Guangzhou Unit, while two worked in the Hong Kong Unit. Greenpeace 
is a radical and confrontational organization, so it is very difficult for it to enter into an 
authoritarian country, like China. Thus, by interviewing the staff of Greenpeace China, I was 
trying to find out how it was being operated in Guangzhou and, following on from that, what 
were the differences between its operation in Guangzhou and in other countries. 
The last part concentrates on the exploration of the relationship between Greenpeace and 
local civil society organizations (i.e. local environmental organizations). Interviewees 
included a member of staff from the Guangzhou Environmental Protection Bureau, an 
organizer of HP and also the core members of other local NGOs' which cooperate with 
Greenpeace. Since my initial field contact with Greenpeace campaigners and volunteers, I 
have leamt that Greenpeace has adopted a network form of organizational structure to be its 
strategy in Guangzhou. This includes networking with the Guangzhou Environmental 
Protection Bureau and other local environmental organizations. Thus several in-depth 
interviews were carried out among these partnerships, especially exploring why they were 
willing to cooperate with Greenpeace and what kind of cooperation took place. All the 
interviews were conducted between December 03 and February 05. Regarding the details of 
interview questions, see Appendix II. 
3.5.3 Documentary Analysis 
Besides conducting participant observations and in-depth interviews, the approach of 
documentary analysis was applied as well. Greenpeace China has published quarterly 
newsletter since 1997. In addition to publicizing the work done by its China office, it also 
details the campaigns carried out by other local offices world wide. This secondary data has 
provided fruitful information for this study, especially the strategies adopted by Greenpeace 
China and Greenpeace world wide. This data also helps illustrate how Greenpeace China is 
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networking with local authorities and local institutions. Thus, this documentary analysis is 
significant for the investigation of the process and mechanism of how Greenpeace's 
involvement in China may have led to any cultural changes among the local communities. 
The volumes that I have scrutinized are from volume 1，published in 1997 to volume 25, 
published in 2003. Apart from the newsletters, the Greenpeace official website was analyzed 
as well. The website contains abundant background information on Greenpeace, including the 
history of its formation，its financial status, its sources of funding, and its organizational 
structure and strategy, all of which provided substantial data for my study. 
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Chapter 4 
Global Civil Society: A Case Study of Greenpeace 
This thesis is a case study of Greenpeace China which is a branch office of Greenpeace 
International. In order to have a thorough understanding of the process and mechanism of 
cultural change led by the Greenpeace China office, it is important to acquire an 
understanding of Greenpeace International. The main framework in this study is to investigate 
why and how Greenpeace China networks with the local Chinese civil society which is a very 
different from the strategy adopted by Greenpeace world wide offices. Thus, it can help us to 
have a better understanding of this process if we contrast it to Greenpeace International. In 
this chapter, I will investigate several dimensions of Greenpeace International: its history, 
mission, financial situation, strategy, and most important its organizational structure. The data 
in this chapter is based mostly on information from Greenpeace Newsletters, the official 
Greenpeace website and on interviews with Greenpeace staff (i.e. campaigners). 
4.1. A History of Greenpeace 
Greenpeace was founded in Canada as the 'Don't Make a Wave Committee' in 1969, and 
was renamed as 'Greenpeace' in 1971. In October of 1969, the US Atomic Energy 
Commission decided to explode a nuclear bomb on the tiny island of Amchitka^^. Since many 
people feared the blast would lead to an earthquake, 10,000 protestors blocked the major 
US-Canadian border crossing and unfurled a banner that read: "Don't Make a Wave. It's Your 
Fault if Our Fault Goes" on the day of the blast. However, the US ignored the protest and 
promptly announced plans for another test in 1971. 
A place located near Alaska, in one of the most earthquake-prone regions in the world and was the last refuge 
for 3000 endangered sea otters and home to bald eagles, peregrine falcons and other wildlife 
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In 1970, the Don't Make a Wave Committee was established with a mission to stop the 
second test. The committee's founder was Paul Cote (a law student at the University of British 
Columbia), and its first members included: Jim Bohlen (a former deep-sea diver and radar 
operator in the US Navy), Irving Stowe (a Quaker and Yale-educated lawyer), Patrick Moor 
(ecology student at the University of British Columbia) and Bill Darnell (a social worker). As 
this group was motivated by their visions of "Green" and "A Peaceful world" the committee 
was renamed 'Greenpeace'. They organized a boat, the 'Phyllis Comack，’ and sailed to 
Amchitka to "bear witness" (a Quaker tradition of silent protest) to the nuclear test. This "bear 
witness" journey attracted public attention and nuclear testing on Amchitka ended that same 
year, the island was later declared to a bird resort. 
Nowadays, Greenpeace has developed into a global non-govemmental organization with 
offices around the world and a workforce of more than one thousand in 40 countries across 
Europe, the Americas, Asia and the Pacific. 
4.2 The Mission of Greenpeace 
Greenpeace is an international campaigning environmental organization and aims at 
exposing global environmental problems in order to force solutions that are essential to a 
green and peaceful future. Since Greenpeace is a global organizational, it gives priority to 
global environmental problems such as: 
1. The protection of oceans and ancient forests 
2. The promotion of renewable energy to stop climate change 
3. The elimination of toxic chemicals 
4. The prevention of genetically modified organisms being released into nature 
5. An end to the nuclear threat and nuclear contamination 
6. Safe and sustainable trade 
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4.3 The Resources of Greenpeace 
Though Greenpeace does not accept donations from governments, political parties or 
corporations and merely relies on contributions from individual supporters and foundation 
grants, it is a well-resourced transnational group with at least 2.65 million supporters 
worldwide. At the time when it was set up, it was only one of the smallest environmental 
NGO's, smaller than Friends of the Earth (FoE) and a mere fifth of the size the World Wide 
Fund (WWF). Nevertheless, it has developed into the largest environmental NGO with twice 
the number of supporters of FoE and one-and-a-half times that of WWF nowadays (Kellow 
2000). It has a workforce of more than one thousand spread over 45 national and regional 
offices in 41 countries. For instance, the London office in Britain employs approximately 100 
staff who work in campaigns, media, science, politics, direct marketing, fundraising, public 
information, human resources, finance, administration, legal and action units. According to 
the financial statement of Greenpeace world wide with the year ended 31 December 2(903招，it 
has a total income 163, 439 (thousands of Euros) which comes from "grants and donations" 
(159，470 thousands of Euros), "merchandising and licensing" (2,229 thousands of Euros) and 
"interest" (1,740 thousands of Euros). After deducting the fundraising expenditure (42, 947 
thousands of Euros), the net income is 120，492 (thousands of Euros) (see Appendix I). 
Besides circulating funds, there are three ships used at the forefront of Greenpeace 
campaigning which often sail to remote areas to bear witness and take action against 
environmental destruction. These three ships are "The Rainbow Warrior", "The Arctic 
Sunrise" and "The Esperanza". Greenpeace also owns a balloon as well which can carry a 
pilot and two passengers. It is used for a variety of campaign purposes, such as for hanging 
banners, taking photos of environmental crimes and measuring airborne pollution and serving 
as a platform for parachute jumps. In addition, as Greenpeace depends on science and 
34八11 local off ices world-wide and the headquarter, Greenpeace International, was include. 
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technology to justify the existence and deployment of environmental threats, so a science 
laboratory at Exeter University was set up in 1986 to conduct scientific research for 
supporting its campaigns around the world. 
4.4 The Organizational Structure of Greenpeace: an M-form organization 
According to Clark (2003), the organizational structure of Greenpeace is a multi-divisional 
V 
(M-form) one as I mentioned in Chapter 3. The most distinctive characteristic of M-form 
organizations is that much authority is delegated to the chief executives of quasi-autonomous 
units; but strategic decisions and information flow among units which are managed by 
Headquarters. In simpler terms, the branches have a certain amount of autonomy while 
Headquarters monitors strategic decisions and planning simultaneously. In the case of 
Greenpeace, the branches (i.e. local offices) have a certain degree of autonomy, for instance 
they can make decisions regarding local affairs, but the decisions on global planning and 
strategy will be left to Headquarters, i.e. Greenpeace International: details of which are given 
below. 
4.4. The Role of Headquarters - control of strategic planning and coordinate resources 
Greenpeace International is based in Amsterdam and is led by its executive director Gerd 
Leipold who is an activist and advisor from Germany. Greenpeace International monitors the 
organizational development of Greenpeace's national and regional offices, oversees the 
development and maintenance of the three ships, coordinates planning and the 
implementation of the global campaigns and monitors compliance with core policies. The 
International Board approves the annual budget of Greenpeace International and its audited 
accounts. It also appoints and supervises the International Executive Director, who works with 
senior managers to lead the organization. The control of headquarters over the branches 
includes the following aspects: 
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(1) Information managed by the headquarters 
Greenpeace regional and national offices need to report to Greenpeace headquarters 
regularly. Besides information, headquarters also manages strategic decisions: 
"Campaigners from each local office meet every year (named as "campaign meeting") 
to report their work done in the past year (i.e. yearly performance) and also the 
planning for the coming year to the international office to the headquarter which is the 
information that local offices need to provide to the international office ... The 
international office will plan for global strategy, such as how budget being distributed 
among various local offices" (Ken) ^^  
(2) Resources coordinated by headquarters 
Headquarters also plays the role of financial monitor. . Each local office needs to provide a 
certain amount of budget (18% of the surplus) to Greenpeace International which is 
responsible to redistribute this to those offices with insufficient donations. According to the 
annual report of Greenpeace International, Greenpeace funding mostly comes from a very 
narrow range of nations For instance, Germany, the USA, the UK and the Netherlands 
contributed more than two thirds (71-13 per cent) of the global revenue for Greenpeace 
International and its national branches from 1995-97. Greenpeace Germany alone provided 
almost half (45-46 per cent in 1995 and 1997, 53 per cent in 1996) of the revenue for the 
international operation headquartered in Amsterdam. Another 13-14 per cent came from 
Switzerland, Austria and Sweden. Greenpeace International collects the surplus from these 
countries and then uses it to subsidize operations in many countries where Greenpeace cannot 
generate sufficient funds to support its operations, including China, France, Japan and all 
developing nations (Kellow 2000). 
"Each local office needs to give the international office around 18% of surplus in order 
to support those local offices who do not have enough funding being raised. Besides, 
this budget is also used to maintain the operation of the ships and ‘the priority office 
35 Ken is a campaigner of Hong Kong Unit of Greenpeace China off ice for five year. 
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fund，. This fund is aiming at subsidizing those countries which are very important to 
environmental issues while at the same time the local office do not have capacity to 
initiate activities" (Gabriel)^^ 
(3)The Common principles established by Greenpeace International 
Greenpeace offices around the world are bound together by common principles: "we are 
not involved with political parties, elections or government appointments; we confront 
environmental problems; and we seek pragmatic solutions. We stand solely for the protection 
of the environment. We work internationally and locally against the most difficult 
environmental problems in the world: global warming, depletion of the ozone layer, 
excessive high seas fisheries, illegal international trade in toxic waste, large scale 
deforestation, and others" (Greenpeace Newsletter Volume 1) .For instance, Greenpeace 
campaigner Ken provides an example: 
"regarding the issue of 'GE Campaigning', all local offices should follow the 
principles: say no to GE food and support sustainable agriculture, etc." (Ken) 
4.4.2 A Certain Degree of Autonomy Is Enjoyed by Branch Offices 
Each local office, which is licensed to use the name "Greenpeace', has its own board of 
directors which is structured around the needs and laws of that region or country. These 
offices remain part of the international organization of Greenpeace, while maintaining their 
own campaign priorities. 
"Not every decision is made by Greenpeace International. Indeed, a certain degree of 
autonomy in decision making is enjoyed by local offices provided that these decisions 
fulfill the global campaign strategy and is approved by the campaign director"". (Ken) 
"Greenpeace International only decides the general campaign directions, such as the 
focus on climate change, toxic, forest, renewable energy, GE food, e-wastes, etc, but 
Gabriel is a campaign manager and work for Beijing Unit of Greenpeace China Office 
37 There is a campaign director stationed in each local office who acts as a supervisor to monitor the 
operation of the off ice 
51 
for the priority of work will be decided by the local offices". (Li) ^^  
Gabriel provides an example to illustrate the autonomy that local offices own： 
"In spite of the fact that Greenpeace International dislikes local offices to deal with 
local environmental issue as it should be left to the local environmental NGO to deal 
with, if local offices insist on dealing with certain local environmental issues, then 
Greenpeace International will not prohibit them". (Gabriel) 
In summary, Greenpeace is a multi-divisional organization in a sense that the strategic 
decisions and information are managed by headquarters, and there are boards of directors in 
each local office. On each board will serve a former campaigner from another office who 
performs a supervisory role to make sure that the local office is following the general 
principles set by headquarters. However, as long as they follow these general guidelines, they 
can decide the running of the campaign and the order of priority. So, Ken used a slogan to 
summarize this headquarters-branches relationship: "Think globally, act locally". For 
instance, nearly all the world wide campaigners adopt the same strategy during campaigning, 
such as unfurling banners while wearing coats of outstanding colors in front of the media in 
order to arouse public attention. 
4.5 Global Strategies of Greenpeace 
One of the most distinctive characteristics of Greenpeace is its confrontational nature. 
Roots (2003) compares Greenpeace Britain to other global environmental organizations, such 
as Friends of the Earth (FoE), the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Royal 
Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB), and so forth. He finds that FoE "was more firmly 
anchored in the moderate and non-confrontational； fewer than one in six of FoE's reported 
actions procedural claims" and for WWF and RSPB, both were "skewed strongly to the most 
moderate forms of action" (40-41) (see Table 1 in Appendix III). Of the total number of 
Li is a Greenpeace campaigner who works in Guangzhou Unit of Greenpeace China office. 
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environmental protests in Britain, Greenpeace initiated 107 between 1988-97 which was 
the most among all of the environmental organizations (see Table 2 in Appendix III). 
Greenpeace has long been regarded as a radical environmental organization. Jamison and 
Ring (2003) compares Greenpeace Sweden with other global environmental organizations, 
including WWF, SNF, etc. and concludes that Greenpeace is also the most confrontational 
organization among these organizations in the form of protest in Sweden (p.230) (see 
Appendix III). Johnston and Laxer (2003) use "moderate" to describe the other international 
NGOs such as the WWF and FoE. In contrast, for Greenpeace, it "can be thought of as a 
more radical version of the WWF; it emerged as a trouble-making group, willing and eager to 
grab headlines with dramatic escapades" (p.230). Thus, it was sometimes perceived by the 
public as "rebels" (Greenpeace Newsletter Volume 6). 
"Confrontational" organizations refer to the organizations "positioning themselves as 
diametrically opposed to the corporations they campaign against. They have an intuitive 
distrust of business and to a large extent see themselves as 'outsiders' to the current 
neo-liberal economic and political system, which they reject" (Fabig and Boele 1999). 
Greenpeace is a confrontational organization as it always articulates arguments that challenge 
the current free-trade discourse and places the global corporations as the major threat to 
environmental problems. So, it often campaigns against businesses and corporations, 
especially resource-extraction companies (Fabig and Boele 1999). 
Besides opposing businesses and corporations, Greenpeace always highlights its 
independence which sets it apart from the government and aims at changing governmental 
policies. According to the newsletter published by Greenpeace, it believes that 
"environmental protection should be a powerful cultural movement that stimulates debates 
and challenges public values. In order to carry out effective environmental protection work, 
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we need to question the present social value and political direction. We need to change public 
opinions and government policies" (Volume 6). To change government policies, Greenpeace 
is prepared for an uncompromising and fearless fight, to "continue to question policies that 
are wrong, to fight attitudes that are destructive to our Mother Earth, and even to challenge 
ourselves in searching for the truth. This world is certainly worth fighting for" (Greenpeace 
Newsletter Volume 5). In a word, it constantly posits self as distrustful of the political and 
business system. 
4.5.1. Highly Action-Oriented 
In order to attract media coverage which aims at generating pressure on corporations and 
governments, Greenpeace has become a highly action-oriented organization. It utilizes direct 
action in most of its campaigns, for instance, with the intention of stopping illegal dumping of 
industrial waste on Teshima, Greenpeace campaigners, together with 40 supporters, staged a 
protest in the busy Ginza shopping district of downtown Tokyo in 1997 (Greenpeace 
Newsletter Volume 1). Then in 1999, in order to prevent a shipment of GE soya being loaded 
in Britain, four Greenpeace campaigners climbed up and occupied a crane which was being 
used to offload the cargo at a dock in Liverpool. After that, they unfurled a banner reading 
'Ban gene foods". The above examples are merely a small part of Greenpeace's work. Nearly 
all the campaigns displayed in the newsletters involved similar publicity-grabbing actions. 
4.5.2. Attracting Media Coverage 
The motivation behind such direct actions is to draw media coverage, hence attracting 
public discussion and generating pressure on the government and corporations. As Fabig and 
Boele (1999) claim, "Greenpeace is a master of orchestrating the media to mobilize public 
opposition for environmental policies". A Greenpeace member of staff states that "Media is a 
major component of every campaign, every strategy, everything Greenpeace does" (Carrol 
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and Ratner 1999), "without the media presence these events would be meaningless". 
There are many studies investigating the role of the media in social movements since the 
1970s, such as Hall (1980)39，Rske (1989)4。，Hackett (1991)4�肌」Ryan (1990^1 
Movements make use of media strategy to validate their existence, to enlarge the scope of 
conflict and "draw third parties into the conflict to shift the balance of forces in a favorable 
direction" (Carrol and Ratner 1999). In the case of Greenpeace, the third party that 
Greenpeace would like to draw in is the public which is capable of generating pressure on the 
government and corporations. One of the Greenpeace activists said 
"Greenpeace was the invention of the media...the organization is totally focused on 
the media; one's performance in a campaign is evaluated on how successfully you're 
able to project a message through the media, because the politicians are totally 
responsive, capitalism is responsive to the media. They don't want their image 
tarnished; they don't want their market destroyed; they don't want their consumers to 
see their products as bad and them as bad" (Carrol and Ratner 1999). 
Therefore, the direct action initiated by Greenpeace in front of the media acts as a kind of 
intervention which aims at "disrupt[ing] the normal course of capitalist or state practice", and 
even "as significations of 'what is wrong' with the world, intended to travel via mass media 
into the lifewoiids of a dispersed and plural public ----. The salience of the latter 'politics of 
signification' is what is distinctive to Greenpeace, typically taking precedence over the 
existential aspect of collective action, and posing a definite set of constraints upon political 
practices" (Carrol and Ratner 1999). Thus, from the local office to headquarters, there are 
communications departments dedicated specifically to media relations and production. 
39 see Hall, Staurt et al. (eds) 1980. Culture, Media, Language. London: Hutchinson. 
恥 see Fiske, John. 1989. Understanding Popular Culture. Boston: Unwin Hyman. 
41 see Hackett, Robert A. 1991. News and Dissent: The Press and the Politics of Peace in Canada. Norwood, 
N.J.: Ablex Publishing Company. 
42 see Ryan, Charlotte. 1991. Prime Time Activism: Media Strategies for Grassroots Organizing. Boston: South 
End Press. 
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II Greenpeace China 
The Guangzhou Unit of Greenpeace China's office is the one that I am going to investigate 
in this case study. Greenpeace China is one of the branches of Greenpeace International, and 
includes three units: Hong Kong, Beijing and Guangzhou, and they were set up in 1997，2001 
and 2002 representatively. Among them, Beijing Unit is the largest one with 27 staff, 
Guangzhou Unit is the smallest with 7 and the Hong Kong Unit employs 20 staff. They are 
responsible for fundraising, administration, carrying out campaigns and communicating with 
the media, etc. The China office is of medium size when compared with other local offices 
around the world. According to the summary of financial statements for the year ended 
December 2003, its income amounted to 17,073,688 (HK dollars) which mainly comes from 
"local fund raising income" (16,746,002 HK dollars), "contributions from the Stitching 
Greenpeace Council" (233,530 HK dollars) and "Interest Income" (54,362 HK dollars). After 
deducting all expenditures, which amounted to 12,597,679 (HK dollars), its surplus was 
4,476,009 (HK dollars). 
4.6 The Background to the Establishment of the China Office 
4.6.1 China: One of the Main Sources of Environmental Problem 
The reason that Greenpeace International set up an office in China was due to the 
seriousness of the environmental problems in China. Greenpeace International Executive 
Director, Dr. Thilo Bode highlighted Asia as a priority for Greenpeace by saying that the 
economic expansion in Asian countries had generated great pressures on resources and the 
environment which had lead them to start to consider how to implement environmental 
protection in these countries, including China (Greenpeace Newsletter Volume 2). Greenpeace 
Campaigner Gabriel said, 
"Though the amount of Greenpeace China funding is not that large, this office is very 
important because China's impact on global politics and environment has become so 
much more significant than before" (Gabriel) 
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4.6.2 Contributing to Greenpeace，s “International，，Image 
In spite of the fact that Greenpeace is an international organization, it "has always been 
wrongly perceived as a 'Western' environmental organization. People often conjure up images 
of long-haired hippy-type daredevils chained to railway tracks, climbing oil rigs, or hanging 
protest banners as the stereotyped Greenpeace eco-warriors" (Greenpeace Newsletter Volume 
5). Therefore, in order to be perceived as an international organization, Greenpeace was 
required to set up office in Asian countries. 
"Greenpeace International is starting to recognize that Greenpeace should not 
only generate impact in Europe, if it is to be a global organization, Greenpeace 
should extend its work and influence beyond European and Western countries" 
(Gabriel) 
Consequently, Greenpeace started to focus on the environmental issues in developing 
countries. China has become one of its most important offices (i.e. prioritized office) so that 
Greenpeace International will distribute more resources to help its development in the coming 
years. 
"Our office has become one of the prioritized offices this year, that means, our voice in 
the meetings with other offices is louder than before, our status has been enhanced" 
(Gabriel) 
4.7 Greenpeace China: An Introduction to the Hong Kong Unit 
4.7.1 Adopting a Confrontational Strategy 
The Hong Kong Unit was set up in 1997 and is located in Sheung Wan. It became the 32nd 
Greenpeace office world-wide, and campaigns organized by Greenpeace in Hong Kong are 
mostly concerned with the elimination of toxic chemicals. The Hong Kong office is similar to 
the other Greenpeace offices around the world in that it is a kind of confrontational 
organization. It always initiates direct actions, such as unfurling banners, protesting and 
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demonstrating in front of the media to generate pressure on the government and corporations. 
For instance: in 1999, Greenpeace campaigners protested at the Hong Kong Toys and Games 
Fair' 99 to request a ban on the use of PVC in the toy industry. Another example was the 
campaign held in 1999 which was aimed at the Anglo-Dutch shipping company for dumping 
toxic waste in China. The protest involved interrupting a news conference by the Dutch Prime 
Minister. During the protest, the campaigners presented her with a report on the state of 
China's shipbreaking industry and unfurled a protest banner. Furthermore, in 1997, within two 
months (May to June), Greenpeace organized a number of protests to denounce India and 
Pakistan for plunging Asia into a potentially lethal nuclear arms race by testing their nuclear 
weapons. 
4.8 Greenpeace China: An Introduction to the Beijing Unit 
4.8.1 Registered as a Business Corporation 
The Beijing Unit set up in 2001, is located in the Central University of Minorities (中央民 
族大學、and has twenty staff. China is an authoritarian country so she rarely permits foreign 
social organizations to be granted an NGO registration for fear that it may cause political 
unrest. Greenpeace is therefore registered as a business corporation. 
"Such a registration problem is faced by all foreign social organizations, not just 
Greenpeace, for instance, Oxfam is also registered as a business corporation in China. 
It is nearly impossible for a foreign social organization to obtain an NGO registration 
here". (Greenpeace Campaigner, Gabriel) 
"Rather than registering as social organizations, some NGOs have chosen to register as 
foreign business corporations instead, because approval of policies are more transparent for 
such enterprises’’ (Hsia and White III 2002). This registration problem will be discussed in 
more detail in the next chapter when we come across the problem encountered by the 
Guangzhou Unit. 
58 
4.8.2 Cooperating e with Specialists，Scientists and Officials 
Greenpeace has established a base in Beijing for developing a network with the central 
Chinese government, scientists and professionals. As Greenpeace campaigner Gabriel said: 
"We rarely organize campaigns here (i.e. Beijing). We choose, therefore, to set up an 
office here because it is more convenient to have meetings with scientists and 
governmental officials. When compared to the Guangzhou office, the activities in the 
Beijing office are more formal and official, i.e. at a higher level, whereas the work in 
Guangzhou is more popular as it is targeting the populace". 
After one year's effort, Greenpeace has developed a strong team of local scientists, 
researchers and campaigners in Beijing, and has even proposed a cooperation project with the 
National Institute of Environmental and Resources Protection in Chinese Minority Areas (中 
國少數地區環境資源保護硏究所 jand also a collaboration with the Nanjing Institute of 
Environmental Sciences (南京環境科學硏究戶Jf). 
The Greenpeace Beijing Unit mainly focuses on the work of the biosafety of Genetically 
Modified Organisms (GMOs). By cooperating with scientists, the research programme on 
bio-diversity and genetic engineering has gained encouraging recognition from the media, 
academia and the public at large. Furthermore, by working with the Nanjing Institute of 
Environmental Sciences Greenpeace has published five issues of a monthly International 
Biosafety Newsletter which is intended to introduce worldwide developments on biosafety 
regulations and researches to Chinese officials and scientists in the field. The Newsletter has 
raised wide concern and gained recognition from local officials, scientists and journalists. 
Another example which demonstrates the cooperation between the Greenpeace Beijing 
Unit and officials was an international conference in April 2004 which was co-hosted by 
Greenpeace and the China Environmental Science Society and targeted E-waste and producer 
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responsibility in Beijing. Nearly 200 representatives from various government departments, 
institutions and corporations (including some well-known figures) attended the conference 
and showed their support on a large banner painted with the message, "Reject e-waste 
pollution, promote corporate responsibility, pursue sustainable development, join hands to 
protect the planet". Over 30 news media, including CCTV, the People's Daily and China 
Daily comprehensively reported the conference. 
Furthermore, in December 2002, Greenpeace collaborated with the Organic Food 
Development Centre under the State Environmental Protection Administration (SEPA), 
together with the Institute of Agricultural Environment and Sustainable Development under 
the Chinese Academy of Agricultural Science, in holding the “Forum on the 21''" Century 
Sustainable Development of Eco-agriculture and Organic Agricultural in China" in Beijing. 
The result of a Greenpeace-sponsored research project, "Development of Eco-agriculture and 
Organic Agriculture in China" was launched at the forum. Over 100 participants from 
government officials, scientists, NGOs, farmers groups, traders and consumers joined the 
event to discuss the promotion of organic agriculture in China. 
4.9 Greenpeace China: An Introduction to the Guangzhou Unit 
4.9.1 Focuses on Publicity Campaigns which Target the Ordinary Citizens 
The Guangzhou Unit was set up in 2002 and is located at the Sun Yet-sen University. There 
are seven staff working in this office who are generally responsible for campaigning work, 
administration and the relationship with the media. Before becoming the prioritized office, 
there were only four staff. Most of the funding comes from the Hong Kong Unit. The mission 
of this Unit is very different to the one in Beijing. The latter is for cultivating networks with 
scientists and officials, and is less involved in public awareness events which is the main aim 
of the Guangzhou office. 
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"The Guangzhou Unit only organizes promotional campaigns, such as developing 
consumer networks for 'GE campaign', organizing promotional campaigns on the use 
of renewable energy while the core decisions regarding the development of 
Greenpeace China will be taken only in the Hong Kong or Beijing Units, not in the 
Guangzhou Unit". (Greenpeace Campaigner, Ken) 
4.9.2 Campaigns held by the Guangzhou Unit 
In Guangzhou, Greenpeace is mostly concerned with the following campaigns: 
1. The prevention of the consumption of Genetically Engineered (GE) foods. 
2. The elimination on e-waste 
3. The promotion of renewable energy to stop climate change 
In order to promote the first campaign above, Greenpeace organized numerous talks in 
schools and local communities, distributed handbills to consumers outside supermarkets, and 
published "shopper's guidelines" to cultivate the idea of "Say No to GE food" for the citizens 
in Guangzhou. For example, from to January 2003, Greenpeace launched a GE 
consumer campaign with a GE Food Safety Roadshow in Guangzhou. The Roadshow carried 
the slogan "Stay Away From GE Food, Enjoy a Healthy New Year". A decorated van visited a 
primary school, a supermarket and a local community to promote the idea "say no to GE 
food" (Greenpeace Newsletter Volume 23). On April 25 2004, Greenpeace launched the 
first-ever "Shoppers' Guide to Avoiding GE food" in detailing the 78 brands from 50 
companies that claimed to be GE-free. On the same day, Greenpeace, together with some 
local green groups, distributed the Shoppers' Guide in Shanghai and Guangzhou (Greenpeace 
Newsletter Volume 27). 
The second campaign organized by Greenpeace in Guangzhou was the elimination of 
e-waste43 and toxic trade ("E-waste Campaign"). The problem of e-waste has developed 
43 E-waste, i.e. electronic waste, refers to broken telephone, computer mouse pieces, electric fans, old radio sets, 
and computer monitors, etc. 
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from the toxic waste trade in China. The latter is an issue Greenpeace China has been working 
on since 1996，which up to that time had been mainly handled by the Hong Kong 
campaigners. After months of investigation, in 2002，Greenpeace discovered Guiyu in 
Ghaozhou and a number of villages in Qingyuan had been turned into e-waste dumping 
grounds in the guise of recycling depots and second-hand parts trading posts over the past two 
years. In order to understand the hazards that e-waste poses to the environment and people in 
Guiyu, Greenpeace together with the College of Medicine at Shantou University conducted a 
free health check for local residents and migrant workers (Greenpeace Newsletter Volume 
27). 
The most recent campaign is the promotion of renewable energy by organizing a team 
called "solar campus". The team members are recruited from various universities, including 
Sun Yat-sen University, the South China University of Technology and the Guangdong 
Industry Technical College. This team was set up within a year and whose purpose is to 
promote the use of solar energy. During the past half year, its activities were mainly 
concentrated on campuses and targeted the university students. For the coming half year, it 
will go beyond the campus and target the public by organizing publicity events in the 
communities. 
4.10 Conclusion 
To sum up, Greenpeace is a transnational and well-financed non-govemmental organization 
with a distinctive global image of being a radical and confrontational organization. In order to 
maintain its global image, it has adopted a multi-divisional organizational structure with 
headquarters coordinating the global planning and strategy, nearly all the national and 
regional branches adopting the same strategy, except China. Since China is an authoritarian 
country with a constant fear of political disorder, the entrance of Greenpeace was nearly 
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impossible. Therefore, Greenpeace China adopted a networking strategy which is extremely 
different to the Greenpeace global strategy and image. In the following chapter, I am going to 
explore how Greenpeace China operates in China and how its operations may have led to 
cultural change in China. 
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Chapter 5 
Guangzhou Unit: Process and Mechanisms of Cultural Diffusion 
The mechanisms of the cultural diffusion process occasioned by Greenpeace will be 
analyzed in this chapter. Since I proposed a three-level cultural diffusion analysis as this 
study's analytical framework in chapter 3; I will try to investigate how this model explains the 
cultural diffusion process led by Greenpeace in Guangzhou. However, my focus is on the 
organizational level of analysis, which refers to the cooperation between global and local civil 
societies. Hence, the depiction of the structural and individual factors will be brief. To begin 
with, I will discuss how the structural situation of Guangzhou accelerates the cultural 
diffusion process led by Greenpeace; afterward, the whole process of cooperation between 
Greenpeace and the local organizations will be accounted; the individual factors that speed up 
the diffusion process will be pinpointed briefly at end of this chapter. 
5.1 Structural Level of Analysis: An Introduction of Guangzhou 
As mentioned in Chapter 3, a number of studies find that structural condition of the host 
country, the country being diffused by the culture of another country, is crucial to cultural 
diffusion. In simpler terms, "actors' (both individuals and organizations) desires and beliefs 
are explained by their bearers' location in social structure" (Taylor 1989). Since the case 
selected in this study is the Guangzhou Unit of Greenpeace China Office which is located in 
Guangzhou how this location accelerated the process of cultural diffusion will be investigated 
in the following part. 
5.1.1 Physical situation of Guangzhou ---- Far from the political hub 
Guangzhou is one of the cities in Guangdong Province and serves as the provincial capital. 
Since the economic reform launched by Deng Xiaoping in 1980s, costal areas have been 
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encouraged to move ahead to have exposure on the new system and to be the pioneer of the 
rest of China; hence, Guangdong, being a costal city, has become one of the most exposed 
areas (Vogel 1989: 2, 36). As Guangdong is located in China's southern comer which is far 
from Beijing, the fear for political and economic disruption would threaten the national 
capital is far less reduced. Thus, Guangdong is permitted to take "one step ahead" to 
experience foreign exposure (Vogel 1989: 2). This special location of Guangzhou is one of the 
factors for Greenpeace to establish its office and to carry out campaigns there. As a core 
volunteer of Greenpeace said, 
"The reason for choosing Guangzhou to be one of the Greenpeace China units is due to 
its remoteness from Beijing. The work here [i.e. Guangzhou] is mainly the 
organization of publicity events, so it is better to select a site which is far from the 
political hub." (Junming) 
5.1.2 Vivacious Media Centre 
As discussed in Chapter 3, there are numerous studies which stress the importance of media 
in diffusing culture (Appadurai 1990; Gerbner 2000; Mattel art 1979; Corvers and Giaoutzi 
1998). The active media development in Guangzhou also attracts Greenpeace to start the work 
there. As Greenpeace campaigner Gabriel said, 
"There are two large media centres in China, one located in Beijing and the other 
located in Guangzhou. The one in Guangzhou is even more animated than the one in 
Beijing, which is a global media centre. Since Greenpeace is a media-oriented 
organization, we establish a base in Guangzhou.” (Gabriel) 
Due to the historical development, Guangdong and Hong Kong were closely connected and 
the latter always acts as a bearer of goods and currency, including the purchase of TV sets to 
the former (Vogel 1989: 63). According to a survey conducted in the Pearl River Delta, over 
90 per cent of households had access to television by the mid-1980s (Vogel 1989: 65). 
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Therefore, the impact of media is much deeper in Guangdong than in other provinces due to 
its popularity among citizens. 
5.1.3 Rise of Consumption Market 
The economic reform which accelerated the growth of the economy of Guangzhou also 
contributed to the cultural diffusion process led by Greenpeace. After the launching of the 
reform in 1978, the economy of Guangdong, as well as Guangzhou, has grown drastically. 
Subsequent to the opening of Guangdong market, foreign trade increased significantly (Vogel 
1989: 348). Since then, Guangzhou has become an important centre of international trade 
(Ikels 1996: 17). The rise of economy enhanced people's living standards. For instance, the 
national annual per capital income"^^ of Guangzhou urban residents amounted to 316 yuan in 
1978 and rose to 1,826 yuan in 1992 ---- a nearly sixfold increase if the impact of inflation is 
excluded. It continued to increase by 28 per cent and reached 2,337 yuan in 1993 (Ikels 1996: 
263-264). Accompanied the growth of economy was the emergence of an active consumption 
market in Guangzhou which attracted the establishment of Greenpeace. 
"We want to dedicate more to develop a consumer network on the GE campaign. We 
choose Guangzhou because it is a city with an active consumption market since its 
economic expansion after 1980s." (Greenpeace Campaigner, Gabriel) 
5.1.4 Popularity and Internationalization in Education 
In addition, the presence of cultural diffusion also depends on the level of education of 
citizens in the host countries as discussed in Chapter 3. Alcantara (2001) highlights the roles 
of education in diffusing culture. Corvers and Giaoutzi (1998) claim that exchange of 
44 The value of goods passing through Guangzhou customs totaled U.S. $4.4 billion in 1980 and rose to U.S. 
$19.7 billion in 1991 while Guangzhou's own share of that trade accounted for 27% of the total value (Ikels 
1996: 17). 
The national annual per capital income includes basic wage, bonus, and subsides but not noncash benefits such 
as housing or health insurance (Ikels 1996: 263). 
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students across border can accelerate the diffusion of technology. In short, the higher the 
educational level of citizens in the host countries, the greater the possibility for the presence 
of cultural change. At present, the educational level in Guangzhou is quite high compared to 
those in Chinese provinces. According to the 1990 census, only 5.6 per cent of the population 
(fifteen years of ages or above) in Guangzhou's eight urban districts^e was illiterate or 
semi-literate and 8 per cent obtained a university education, which "reflect[s] the 
concentration of highly trained personnel in the provincial capital" (Ikels 1996: 148). In 1992, 
there were 26 institutions of higher learning in Guangzhou. Besides the popularity in 
education, there is internationalization in the higher education system in Guangzhou, which 
can be seen from its international exchange after the Open Door Policy in 1979 (Yang 2002: 
85). For instance, according to a survey conducted in Guangzhou, 37.27 per cent (forty-one) 
of teaching and research staff and 40.68 per cent (twenty-four) of administrators surveyed 
reported overseas experience (Yang 2002: 87). Popularity and internationalization in 
Guangzhou education accelerated the process of cultural change. Since the recruitment of 
Greenpeace's volunteers is targeting on university students, thus increase in students' 
enrollment in tertiary institutions attracted Greenpeace to recruit volunteers in Guangzhou 
and to start the work there. In addition, some campaigns initiated by Greenpeace are new and 
unfamiliar to ordinary Chinese, such as the prevention of Genetically Engineering (GE) food 
and the elimination of toxic and e-waste. The popularity in education enables students to 
have a broader worldview and accept new ideas more easily and hence accelerates this 
cultural diffusion process. 
5.1.5 Efficient Transportation System 
Cultural diffusion is "a process by which culture elements are transferred from one society 
"Since 1988 Guangzhou city or Guangzhou municipality (Guangzhou Shi) has been officially divided into 
eight city districts (shiqu) and four counties" (Ikels 1996: 23). 
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to another" (Vrga 1969). However, different countries are separated by various borders and 
each border is a barrier to communication. Information and communication technology are, 
therefore, significant to make knowledge globally available (Corvers and Giaoutzi 1998: 291). 
The last structural factor that accelerated the cultural diffusion caused by Greenpeace in 
Guangzhou is the efficient transport system between Guangzhou and Hong Kong. According 
to Vogel (1989: 60), border crossing between Hong Kong and Guangdong rose from a few 
hundred thousand times a year in the early 1970s to over ten million in the late 1980s. The 
trains from Hong Kong to Guangzhou were an all-day affair since the late 1970s. In April 
1979, daily nonstop service between Hong Kong and Guangzhou was inaugurated, reducing 
travel time to 2 hours and 59 minutes. According to my own experience, I left the campus in 
the morning at about half past ten, took the KCR train and got off at the border at Luohu, 
afterwards, caught a train from Shenzhen to Guangzhou, I could arrive at Guangzhou at noon 
and had lunch there. The efficient transportation system between Hong Kong and Guangzhou 
accelerates the latter to be one of the bases of Greenpeace China. Since there are many 
meetings between Hong Kong and mainland campaigners, it is more convenient to choose 
Guangzhou as one of the mainland offices. Furthermore, although Guangzhou and Hong 
Kong units both belong to the Greenpeace China, their working strategies are extremely 
different. Hong Kong unit is as confrontational and radical as those offices in Western 
countries and protesting against government is common. However, this strategy is rarely seen 
in the Guangzhou unit. Guangzhou's proximity to Hong Kong enables volunteers and 
participants of Greenpeace to visit Hong Kong office and attend some training progiTnmes in 
Hong Kong. All these enable them to be exposed to the strategies and civic culture adopted by 
the Hong Kong unit. 
In short, although the structural location, Guangzhou, is favourable to the occurrence of 
cultural diffusion, there has to be an agent to accelerate its occurrence. In simpler terms, the 
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above structural factors are favourable to the entrance of Greenpeace and hence enable it to 
perform the role of "change agent". 
5.2 Organizational Level of Analysis: Cooperate with the Local Civil Society 
Since Greenpeace performs the role of change agent, it is important to investigate how it 
operates in Guangzhou. This application of organizational level of analysis to the cultural 
diffusion process is my main focus in this chapter. In the following section, detailed 
investigation will be made on how Greenpeace cooperates with the local civil society and 
local authorities. It is very hard for foreign NGO to obtain social organization registration"^^ as 
mentioned in Chapter 2, thus cooperation with the government is needed for it to operate in 
China. However, due to its distinctive international image and the occurrence of the 
Dongjiang Issue, it was difficult for Greenpeace to obtain the government support at first. 
Finally, it cooperated with a local civil society organization ---- HP. It performed the role of 
bridging Greenpeace and local authorities to facilitate their collaboration. In the later part, the 
reason why it was hard for Greenpeace to obtain government support will be explained. The 
solution adopted by Greenpeace ——networking with the local civil society will also be 
illustrated. Lastly, the role performed by HP in contributing to the entrance of Greenpeace 
will be demonstrated as well. 
47 After the 1989 Democracy movement, all social organizations were required to register in the civil affairs 
departments. In 1998，two regulations were issued to update the previous guideline. One claiming that to be 
registered, social organizations are required to obtain a relevant state unit (government department or official 
social organization) to be its "business supervisory unit" which is responsible for inspecting the activities and 
finances of the social organization (Saich 2000). The above statement is the guiding code for the registration of 
local social organizations. For the registration of foreign social organizations, so far the government has not 
issued any. Due to the lack of direction, some provinces just apply the above regulations to foreign social 
organizations. In other words, foreign social organizations need to find supervisory units in order to operate in 
China. 
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5.2.1 Difficulties in Obtaining Support from the Government 
(l)Distinctive International Image a radical and confrontational organization 
As discussed above, the registration and activities of foreign social groups are based on the 
1989 and 1998 regulations. In other words, to be registered, Greenpeace needed to find a 
relevant state unit, usually a government department or an official social organization, to be 
its "business supervisory unit" (yewu zhuguan danwei). In general, these agencies are in the 
government, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) or certain quasi-governmental bodies such 
as the China Association of Science and Technology (Hsia and White III 2002). Political 
stability is always a core value guarded by the CCP which is shown on the overarching 
principles of 1998 regulations that governing the activities of social organizations: "protecting 
the unity of the state and the solidarity of the nation' and 'not harm[ing] the interests of the 
state, the society and the collective or the legitimate freedom and rights of other citizens" 
(Hsia and White III 2002). However, Greenpeace has developed a radical and confrontational 
international image. It was very hard for it to find any "business supervisory unit" or even the 
"sponsoring unit" (guakao danwei). In addition, the government has attributed the occurrence 
of 1989 Democracy Movement to foreign social organizations for espousing a "rights" 
mentality (Hsia and White III 2002). The "foreingness" and the international image of 
Greenpeace hindered its registration. As a member of staff of GEECC"^ ,^ Chenghai, admited, 
"In China, every action or activity needs to acquire the approval from the government. 
If they disapprove, nothing can be done...Try to think about the Greenpeace's 
campaigns in other countries, how many of them can be done in China? I dare say, 
'none'". (Chenghai) 
(2) The Dongjiang Issue 
Besides the registration problem, the Dongjiang Issue, which was occurred before the 
48 Guangzhou Environmental Education and Communication Centre (GEECC) is a governmental unit and is 
subordinate under Guangzhou Environmental Protection Bureau (GEPB). The main goal of this centre is to 
enhance public support from government authorities in implementing green policies. 
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establishment of Guangzhou office, turns the issue to be more complicated. The campaigners 
who are responsible for this issue are those from Hong Kong unit. According to the Year-end 
Review of Dongjiang Project，the Hong Kong unit discovered the pollution in Donjiang"^^, 
which was caused by industrial and municipal pollutants, had reached an alarming level in 
1999. From July onwards, Greenpeace conducted several investigations on various industrial 
pollution in the Don^iang region. Afterwards, Greenpeace requested the Chinese Central 
Government to tighten the pollution legislation to avoid further deterioration of water quality. 
In August and September, the Hong Kong Greenpeace campaigners initiated further lobbying 
work targeting the Guangdong government and the Central government. They further 
conducted "reality tours" for more than 70 supporters and donors to "bear witness" to the 
shocking state of Dongjiang pollution. Following months of intense campaign work by 
Greenpeace, Guangdong government was finally forced to admit that the water supplied to 
Hong Kong was below acceptable health standards and over 70% of untreated domestic waste 
water was pumped into Dongjiang. It also agreed to channel HK $2.5 billion to build an 
advanced and comprehensive waste-water-treatment system (Greenpeace Newsletter Volume 
14). Since then, the relationship between Guangdong government and Greenpeace has 
deteriorated and the government blacklisted "Greenpeace" in media. Greenpeace campaigner 
Gabriel claimed, 
"Due to the campaign against Dongjiang River Pollution, the entrance of Greenpeace in 
Guangzhou became very difficult in the beginning. Because of this campaign, the 
Central Chinese government blamed the Guangdong Government for its inability to 
administer the province and to protect the environment. After that, Guangdong 
Environmental Protection Bureau dislikes Greenpeace and does'nt want Greenpeace's 
name being appeared in the public." (Gabriel) 
49 The Dongjiang River has been Hong Kong's main water source since the mid 1960s'. It is responsible for 
more than 75% of the Special Administrative Region's water supply. Thus the campaigners of Hong Kong office 
show great concern on this issue. 
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However, Greenpeace could do nothing without government's permission, as Greenpeace 
campaigner Daniel who works in Hong Kong unit mentioned, 
"In Hong Kong, no matter if the government disagrees or objects, Greenpeace can still 
initiate a campaign. However, in China, without the government's approval, nothing 
can be done. This is the main difference between the two... Due to the political reason, 
we need to change our strategies. First of all, we need to abandon all direct actions and 
confrontational work. We cannot confront the government." (Daniel) 
Therefore, Greenpeace gave up its confrontational characteristic and changed to adopt a 
cooperative attitude towards the government. As the Greenpeace campaigner Gabriel 
admitted, 
“If you ask me if there is anything that we need to sacrifice in order to be surviving in 
China, the answer is 'yes'. For instance, we cannot unfurl a banner which is written 
'anti-nuclear test' in Tiananmen Square....unfurling banner is considered as a radical 
means and it loses its effectiveness in China owing to the political context. The aim for 
unfurling a banner is to attract media coverage. However, in China, no media dared 
report our activities which they considered as 'radical', so we need to change our 
strategies if they don't work here." (Gabriel) 
In order to enter China, in addition to abandoning its confrontational image, Greenpeace even 
stepped back further to have cooperation with the local government bodies. However, due to 
its international image and deteriorated relationship with the government after the Dongjiang 
Issue, it was difficult for them to find a governmental organ to be its "business supervisory 
unit" (yewu zhuguan danwei) or even the "sponsoring unit" (guakao danwei). Finally, it 
cooperated with a local NGO ---- HP. 
5.2.2 Solution: Cooperate with the Local Civil Society — HP 
Despite facing the registration restrictions and the problems caused by the Don^iang Issue, 
Greenpeace was still able to be established in Guangzhou in 2002 and organized several 
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campaigns. These were because of the formation of a local NGO, called “HP”. HP was set up 
in 2002 and it was an "empty shell" organization. The organizer of HP, Huang, was one of the 
Greenpeace staff at that time. At the very beginning, he played the dual roles of being a 
member of staff of Greenpeace and an organizer of HP. The aim of establishing HP was to 
serves the operation of Greenpeace in Guangzhou. The roles played by HP in contributing to 
the operation of Greenpeace are as follows: 
(1) Organizing activities: 
Although HP was an "empty shell" organization, it realized the operation of Greenpeace in 
Guangzhou by providing a "name" for it to initiate campaigns. Whenever Greenpeace 
organizes activities, it uses the name “HP" as the organizer instead of "Greenpeace". As the 
name "Greenpeace" was blacklisted among the media due to the Dongjiang Issue, so a 
meeting was held in Sun Yat-sen University in Guangzhou between the Guangzhou 
Environmental Protection Bureau and Greenpeace to discuss the entrance of Greenpeace in 
Guangzhou. Greenpeace staff, including Huang and Gabriel, professor of Sun Yat-sen 
University who is also the colleague of Huang (HP organizer), staff of Guangzhou 
Environmental Education and Communication Centre (GEECC) and other environmentalists 
attended the meeting. An environmentalist Junming, who later became one of the core 
volunteers of Greenpeace and HP, was present in the meeting and said, 
"During the meeting, staff of GEECC clarified their stance by saying that they were 
reluctant to see Greenpeace's name appeared in the public. In other words, Greenpeace 
cannot organize any activities alone. The way to tackle this problem is to cooperate 
with another local organization, HP. In doing so, Greenpeace can merely perform the 
role of ‘sponsor’ by providing all the materials while using the name ‘HP, as the 
'organizer' of all the activities being held." (Junming) 
Yaopeng, a core volunteer of Greenpeace and HP, provided an example to illustrate how the 
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cooperation between Greenpeace and HP was like. 
“There is a van which is used for publicity in the community. If you look at it from the 
top, you will see the name 'Greenpeace' painted on the top of the van, however, the 
other sides are all painted the name ‘HP.,” (Yaopeng) 
Whenever it holds publicity events, it is under the name of “HP” in the public. In fact, it was 
Greenpeace who sponsors the activities while its donations was mainly came from individuals, 
so photos in the name of "Greenpeace" have to be taken for publication and record-keeping in 
order to show their supporters or donors their work in China. Therefore, there are two names 
painted on the van. 
(2) Recruiting volunteers: 
Besides using the name of HP to organize activities, the name was used to recruit 
volunteers for Greenpeace as well. Because Greenpeace was a foreign NGO without 
registration in Guangzhou, it was prohibited to recruit volunteers in China under Chinese 
government's suspicion. The organizer of HP, Huang, claimed, 
“Greenpeace is a foreign social organization without registration and office at the very 
beginning, so it is not authorized to recruit any volunteers in China...Whenever it 
needs volunteers, in general case, they are provided by HP". (Huang) 
Greenpeace campaigner Gabriel described the relationship between HP and Greenpeace, 
“HP performs a function of an "umbrella" (or e a shelter), most of the volunteers of 
HP acknowledged that they are helping Greenpeace rather than HP. We'd [staff of 
Greenpeace, Guangzhou unit] already told them that they are Greenpeace volunteers 
while organizing activities in the name of HP, because we are reluctant to claim that 
they are the volunteers of Greenpeace. It is not appropriate to do so." (Gabriel) 
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One of the core volunteers Yaopeng claimed the application forms for applying to be 
volunteers of Greenpeace were issued by “HP”, 
"My friend told me that Greenpeace decided to carry out GE campaign in Guangzhou 
and would like to recruit some volunteers. I agreed and filled in the application form 
but I found the form was issued by ‘HP�." (Yaopeng) 
Thus, a lot of Greenpeace volunteers had the same impression with Zhuyu that Greenpeace 
and HP are the same organization. 
"Greenpeace is equal to HP. They share the same staff and volunteers." (Zhuyu) 
(3) Obtaining the approval from GEECC to be its Sponsoring Unit 
Through the establishment of HP, Greenpeace was able to obtain the cooperation with 
Guangzhou Environmental Education and Communication Centre (GEECC)(廣州市宣教中 
心）which is a governmental unit and subordinates to Guangzhou Environmental Protection 
Bureau (GEPB)(廣州市環保局).GEECC was established in 1986 with a staff establishment 
of 30 and an annual budget of 2.8 yuan in 1998. The goals of this centre are to enhance public 
support from government authorities in implementing green policies and to enforce 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l rules and regulations^®. Indeed, there is another name for G E E C C called 
“Association for the Promotion of HP” (Lo and Leung 2000: 701). According to Chenghai, a 
member of staff of GEECC, GEECC and Association for the Promotion of HP are two 
separate and independent organizations in the eyes of populace. The similarity between these 
two bodies is that they are both aiming at promoting environmental education and enhancing 
public awareness on environmental protection, but the core difference is that the former is a 
Its major activities include publishing Zhujiang huanjing bao (Zhu River Environment News), organizing 
environmental education, promoting environmental education and providing training courses. It organizes 
publicity activities regularly. For example, between 1991 and 1995, it held almost 100 promotions involving 
more than ten million people under the theme of "Greening the Flower City". By collaborating with the 
environmental education committee of the Guangzhou Environmental Science Association, GEECC has 
successfully incorporated environmental protection into the curriculum of kindergarten, primary and secondary 
schools. Since 1995, it has become a component part of tertiary education (Lo and Leung 2000: 678). 
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governmental organization while the latter is a nongovernmental organization. However, 
Association for the Promotion of HP is merely another name of GEECC. The reason for 
establishing this "empty shell" organization is for external communication, especially the 
communication with foreigners, such as in discussions with the foreign environmental NGOs 
to hold an exchange Programme collaboratively. When dealing with foreign NGOs, GEECC 
will receive more respect in the name of Association for the Promotion of HP which sounds 
like a NGO. Since HP is able to obtain the support from GEECC to be its "sponsoring unit", 
GEECC lends the name "HP" to them. As a matter of fact, the name “HP” comes from the 
name Association for the Promotion of HP. Chenghai also admitted, "We [i.e. GEECC] lend 
the name to them". From this, we can see that there is a good relationship between GEECC 
and HP. He further elaborated, 
“The basic requirement for an NGO to be registered is to find a sponsoring unit which 
should be a government organ or a state-run organization, Then it needs to get the 
approval from the relevant department of the Ministry of Civil Affairs, ...we 
contributed a lot to the establishment of HP, because the name ‘//尸’ is derived from 
our department. We owned a unit called Association for the Promotion of HP. HP is 
under the patronage of the Association for the Promotion of HP, so it becomes a 
voluntary group of this unit." (Chenghai) 
5.2.3 Why HP can cooperate with the Government 
According to my participant observation, the activity held in Yuexiu Qu (越秀區）’ which 
aimed at promoting the protection of Lujiang, is one of the examples to illustrate the 
cooperation between HP and the local authorities. In this activity, HP volunteers set up many 
exhibition boards which aimed at showing the photos took in Lujiang to the populace living in 
that community. They also prepared many games for children and many handbills for local 
citizens to explain the importance of protecting this river. When I arrived this community, I 
saw there were many slogans hanging on the walls of the buildings which were promoting 
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"green" values, such as "bao hu shui yuen, jian shao hu yan"(‘ 保護水源，減少污染’’)’ "mei 
hua huang jing, gong jian wen ming"(“美化環境’共建文明”)，"zhi shu zuo lin, lu hua 
jiayuen"(“植樹造林，綠化家園”)，and so forth. In addition, near the counter set up by HP, 
there were many posters promoting the idea of environmental protection hanging around. 
When I started packing the things at the end of the event, three workers from the residential 
committee (jumin weiyuanhui) started to pack the posters simultaneously. I asked them when 
they put on those posters, they replied that "We put them on at the same time as yours event 
start". Then I asked them why they packed the things at the same time as we did, they said 
"we do this merely to accompany your activity". After the conversation, I found that they did 
all these tasks reluctantly just for the sake of HP. 
(1) Becomes a kind of local authorities，credentials 
The most significant reason for local authorities to cooperate with HP is for the 
acquirement of "credentials". The activities held by HP or Greenpeace will become a 
performance of GEECC and other local authorities which can be transformed into the leaders' 
or superiors' credentials and enhanced their promotion in job rank. Whenever Greenpeace 
held an activity, the organizer had to be in the name of "HP". After the activity finished, 
Greenpeace was required to hand in a report to GEECC and then the report would be 
transformed to a task or mission done by GEECC. Junming, a core volunteer of HP and 
Greenpeace who had attended the meeting between Greenpeace and GEECC during the time 
when Greenpeace decided to enter Guangzhou said, 
"In the meeting, GEECC and Greenpeace made an agreement. Greenpeace needs to 
hand in an 'assignment' to GEECC after each activity Whenever Greenpeace organizes 
an activity by using the name of ‘HP', it needs to take some photos and hand in a 
report to GEECC which can be transferred to be a kind of GEECC's performance. For 
example in the activity held in Zengcheng (i曾城）which aimed at preventing the 
consumption of GE food, the Greenpeace staff held up a banner with the name 
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"Greenpeace" at the back and "HP" in the front. They took many photos during the 
activity, some turn on the side "Greenpeace" and some turned over the side of "HP. 
The photos with the name "Greenpeace" were for Greenpeace's internal u s e � � T h e 
ones with the name "HP" were for handing a report to GEECC. HP is a local NGO. If 
the report states that GEECC helped "HP" to organize an activity which aims at 
promoting environmental protection, then this activity can be transformed into a kind a 
performance done by GEECC, i.e. contribution to the nurturance or development of 
local environmental NGO". (Juming) 
This is one of the examples that demonstrate the cooperation between Greenpeace and the 
local state. Chenghai, a member of staff of GEECC further elaborates, 
"GEPB is willing to cooperate with HP because HP is a newly established social 
organization. By cooperating with it, it seems that we are contributing to the 
development of a local environmental organization. More than that, the work done by 
HP can be transferred into a kind of performance done by the relevant officials of the 
officials in Yuexiu Qu [i.e.the locality of the publicity event held by HP, the details of 
the activated having mentioned in above section]. This report may help the relevant 
leaders of Yuexiu Qu to promote to a higher job rank. Thus, the ultimate goal of 
obtaining these performances is to seek for personal promotion in job rank". 
(Staff of GEECC, Chenghai) 
The publicity in Yuexiu Qu (越秀區）that I joined and was mentioned in the above section is 
one of the examples to demonstrates this argument. I was told that the Resident Committees 
were reluctant to cooperate with HP to organize that event. However, they were actually to do 
so because the task could be transformed to the credentials of the relevant leaders. 
Interviewer: "Why are there so many slogans which aim at promoting 'green values' 
hanging around?" 
Chenghai: "Because this community, [i.e.Yuexiu Qu] is now competing for the prize 
of Green Community'(綠色社區)，which is organized by Guangzhou 
government once a year. By helping Greenpeace to organize this event, 
including decorating the venue and lending this place to HP, the local 
authority can get a certain reward which help it to compete for the title 
of "Green Community." (Staff of GEECC, Chenghai,) 
51 Whenever Greenpeace initiates campaigns, it needs to take some photos in order to publish them in their 
newsletter or appear in the media coverage to let donors understand what they are doing or how the funding is 
being used. 
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Besides the local authorities, the cooperation with HP and Greenpeace is also beneficial to 
GEECC as well. 
"By cooperating with HP, government can earn something without contributing any 
effort, I think it is why GEPB and GEECC are willing to cooperate with HP. Without 
such benefit, I am sure they won't help us." (Greenpeace Campainger, Gabriel) 
"GEECC is willing to cooperate with HP is because of political aims behind" 
(Staff of GEECC, Chenghai,) 
(2) Safety — Use of HP's Name instead of Greenpeace 
The constant concern of Chinese government is political safety. This can explain why it is 
very hard for Greenpeace to enter China. The cooperation with Greenpeace, which is a 
foreign social organization, embraces certain degree of risk. This further hindered the local 
authorities' acceptance towards Greenpeace as they worry that it may cause political unrest in 
China. However, if the cooperation between Greenpeace and GEECC changed to be 
cooperation between "HP" and GEECC, then such worry will be disappear as it will fulfill the 
requirement of "political safety" as a result of HP's "localness", 
“HP can exist in China is mainly because of its localness." (HP organizer, Huang) 
"Cooperating with HP and clarifying our stands that Greenpeace's name is prohibited 
to appear in the public are some knd of 'political protection'(政、冶 1 生保護）to us. 
That means，if Greenpeace does anything wrong if it disturbs the political stability, it 
is none of our business." (Staff of GEECC, Chenghai) 
Besides, the support provided by Sun Yat-sen University has also enhanced the safetyness 
of the cooperation with HP. 
"The organizer of HP, Huang, is a professor in Sun Yat-sen University. This personal 
network enables HP to obtain the support from the department in which he works and to 
set up an office on the campus. Furthermore, that Department is also willing to 
collaborate with HP to establish a research centre called 'Institute for Green Society'. 
Actually, all the people who work inside are the Greenpeace staff. No project being 
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carried out by that department. However, this research centre does help HP and 
Greenpeace a lot as whenever they carry out activities, they can use the name 'Institute 
for Green Society' as the organizer." 
(Junining, a core volunteer of Greenpeace and HP) 
(3) A Key Linking Person 
The last factor that explains why local authorities are willing to cooperate with HP is the 
presence of a key person who performs as a bridge in linking up these two parties. This 
person is the member of staff of GEECC who is also an environmentalist as well. He said, 
"From the perspective of government, I am drawing public [i.e. members of 
environmental NGOs] participation to support the government in environmental 
protection; from the perspective of public, I am utilizing governmental resources to 
support them (the social organizations). Hence, I am performing the role of a bridge. 
And I hope that I can perform this role well". (Staff of GEECCChenghai) 
This key person works in GEECC and is a volunteer of HP and Greenpeace simultaneously. 
Whenever I joined the activities organized by HP, he was present for most of the time. He 
said he had been an environmentalist since he was a secondary school student. After enrolled 
in university, he became one of the core members of the environmental association on the 
campus and participated in many activities organized by various environmental organizations. 
For example, he joined Friends of Nature to save the antelope in Tibet. He also contributed his 
effort to the Dongjiang Issue. He once said that "whenever the task is fruitful to 
environmental protection, I will offer full support". During the time when he was a student, 
the government did not provide any support for environmental social organizations, or even 
discourages their development. Therefore, he would try his best to provide support for the 
environmental social organizations if he can. He utilizes his position in GEECC to help HP's 
operation in Guangzhou after he obtained a job in GEECC. For instance, in the publicity 
event in Yuexiu Qu (越秀區)’ he asked Yuexiu Qus Residents' Committee to help HP by 
saying, "a nongovernmental organization would like to organize a publicity event which aims 
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at enhancing public's awareness on environmental protection. Could you please do them a 
favour by supporting them throughout the whole process?" Though he did not use the name of 
GEECC to send this request, it was still effective because he had already developed a network 
with them through daily contact by working in GEECC. Due to his position in GEECC, he 
had cultivated a network with them. He then utilized this network for personal use, which is to 
help HP. He refused to use the name GEECC to send the request in order to prevent a kind of 
"political coercion" from the perspective of residents' committee, which would have caused a 
great problem to GEECC in case they were reluctant to help HP. 
Besides, GEECC promised to reserve a budget for providing material support for HP after 
his whole year's persuasion. He expressed that whenever GEECC needs souvenirs, he would 
try his best to provide all the items. For example, in the activity which I participated and held 
in Yuexiu Qu (越秀區），HP prepared some games for the citizens to join. The presents for 
them were sponsored by GEECC owing to his effort. 
In fact, performing such role is not an easy task as he said that he cannot let his superiors 
(i.e. leaders) fully understand his attitude. In case it happens, it will cause a tight control on 
him from them. Therefore, his superiors know nothing about his help in Yuexiu Qu (越秀區). 
He said that he acts like a dual-face person, Both his superiors and HP merely know part of 
his attitude in order to protect himself; hence, he can utilize his position to contribute to the 
operation of HP in Guangzhou. 
In a nutshell, the network with local civil society is crucial to Greenpeace's entrance and 
operation in China. By adopting "network form" organizational structure, sustainability of 
Greenpeace in China was maintained. According to organization theory, form change is 
possible in order to response to changes in the environment where organizations operate 
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(Hannan and Freeman 1989). 
5.3 Individual Level of Analysis: Social Remittance Theory and Opinion Leader and 
Besides applying structural and organizational levels of analysis, I applied individual level 
of analysis in this study as well. In investigating the mechanism of cultural diffusion, Levitt 
(1998) highlights the role played by the flow of people among different communities, such as 
immigrants, workers, refugees, tourists, and so forth. According to social remittance theory, 
these people can form a transnational migration circuits. The social remittance, including 
ideas, behaviours, identities, and social capital, may flow from the receiving-country (i.e. the 
country that they enter) to the sending-country (i.e. the country that they come from). This 
theory can be applied to the HP organizer. He is now living in Guangzhou and is working in 
Sun Yat-sen University. As a matter of fact, he has been to Hong Kong to pursue doctoral 
studies in an university. During his stay in Hong Kong, he has been exposed to western ideas 
which make him become more liberal and able to accept new ideas more easily, especially the 
consciousness of "tolerance". After that, he returned to Guangzhou and is now being a 
professor in Sun Yat-sen University. He also organized HP which aims at promoting the idea 
of "tolerance". Furthermore, he had been employed as a consultant in Greenpeace before. 
Besides having exposed to western ideas such as the civic values of civil society, he also 
discovered the deficiency of Greenpeace: intolerance. Therefore, when he organized HP, he 
put much attention to avoid this problem, i.e. the problem of intolerance. He expressed that all 
the volunteers and participants can express freely in participating the activities organized by 
HP. In short, social remittance theory explained why Huang can perform the role of a bridge 
by bringing the western idea to his home country. 
The concept of opinion leader may also help to account for the cultural change. According 
to my observation, Huang was also performing the role of opinion leader in terms of diffusing 
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the concept of civil society and civic virtue by linking Greenpeace to local social 
organizations. To Roger (1995), opinion leaders are members of the social system in which 
they exert their influence as they are granted positions at the hub of the group's 
communications network (p.27). He attributed the reasons that opinion leader can perform the 
role of early adopter to his extensive interpersonal networks formed inside and outside 
organization and community. Rogers mentioned that the most striking characteristic of 
opinion leaders is the centre of interpersonal communication networks, which is highly 
related to his much social participation in the organization than the other followers (p.27). 
Since Huang was the organizer of HP, he participated in all the activities organized by HP. As 
a result, he had cultivated an extensive network within the organization; hence linking 
Greenpeace with the volunteers of HP. According to Rogers (1995), an opinion leader is also a 
member with many years of formal education and higher social status than later adopters. 
These enable him to develop a more cosmopolitan worldview. Huang pursued further studies 
in Hong Kong for the doctoral programme and attained some short-term programmes 
overseas. During this period, he had much exposure to mass media, learned more knowledge 
and developed many networks with other members or leaders of Hong Kong NGO and other 
global civil society organizations, including Greenpeace and Oxfam International. Thus, he 
has brought the ideas that he learned from these change agents, such as Greenpeace, to the 
local volunteers of HP. 
5.4 Conclusion 
This cultural diffusion model which takes three levels of analysis into account may help to 
explain why Greenpeace can enter China and lead to the cultural change in Guangzhou. The 
structural condition of Guangzhou provides a favourable environment to the occurrence of its 
cultural change and for Greenpeace to act as a change agent. Despite these, networking with 
local civil society and the government also plays a crucial role to the entrance of Greenpeace. 
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Indeed, the realization of the cooperation between Greenpeace and HP was mainly due to 
Huang's contribution who acted as an opinion leader in local communities and transferred the 
ideas learned from Greenpeace to the local volunteers through the establishment of HP. 
In short, the process and mechanisms of the occurrence of cultural change are not unilateral. 
These three levels of analysis needed to be taking into account. Nonetheless, the 
organizational level of analysis is my main concern as it plays the most crucial role while the 
structural and individual factors function supplementary in this study. 
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Chapter 6 
Before Change: Development of Traditional Chinese Civic Culture 
It is essential to understand the traditional Chinese civic culture so that contrast can be 
made between it and the changes brought by Greenpeace. Many Western scholars endeavor to 
depict the origins and development of Chinese civic culture. They agree that it possesses the 
element of "civility". To Pye (1992’ 1999), Weller (1999) and Nathan (1985), Chinese 
traditional civility is derived from Confucianism and Communism. To Lo and Otis (2003), it 
C'^ 
is evolved from "guanxi". Thus they name it as "guanxi civility" . In this chapter, I will 
attempt to describe the substances of traditional Chinese civility based on Confucianism and 
Communism, as well as the meaning of "guanxi" civility. After that, I will show whether this 
civility contains elements of civic culture in Western sense, i.e. consciousnesses of right, 
participation and tolerance. 
6.1 Chinese Civility: From traditional to contemporary China 
Confucianism concerns with human relation and social harmony (Weller 1999: 64). It is 
based on the philosophy of Confucius, who promoted a set of moral values to stabilize a state 
and society that succumbed to intense regional factionalism during the fifth century B.C. To 
restore social harmony, Confucius stressed collectivism. The Confucians' discussion of the 
five fundamental social relationships demonstrates that individualism is overlooked in this 
ideology. The five social relationships are subject to appropriate attitude: righteous loyalty 
between ruler and minister, affectionate responsibility between father and son, attention to 
proper roles between husband and wife, proper hierarchy between elder and younger brother, 
52 Lo and Otis (2003) claim that guanxi has been transformed from "communal, kin-based ties" to "flexible 
social relationships” based on "diverse individuals" in late-socialist China, this sort of "generalized 
particularism" provides something analogous to the culture of civility in Western societies. To them "culture of 
civility" refers to the cultural dimension of civil society, i.e. the culture that "informs individuals' participation in 
the autonomous associations in the space outside of the state and the family" (Lo Otis 2003: 133). 
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and faithfulness between friends (Weller 1999: 24). In these relations, ideas of filial piety and 
respect for authority are highlighted (Weller 1999: 64; Pye 1963: 15). Therefore, an individual 
is not viewed as an independent entity in Confucianism. Instead, he or she is embedded in 
various relationships and must be connected with family, lineage and community. Individual 
interests are legitimate only if they are pursued for the well-being of family and community, 
i.e. the groups that he/she belongs to (Nathan 1985: 120). 
Confucianism was promulgated by most of China's imperial dynasties to support their own 
authority and ensure orderly social relations. Since it was institutionalized by the state and 
patriarchy family, Confucian values were disseminated widely in society and accepted by 
people as set of moral rules. It became a kind of "cultural homogeneity" in Chinese history. 
This "cultural homogeneity" only recognized primordial ties, ignoring connections beyond 
face-to-face relationships. As a result, guanxi (i.e. the emphasis on particularism) was 
emphasized (Lo and Otis 2003: 137). 
After the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) gained the power, it "actively purge[s] all 
remainders of the particularism of Confucian guanxi^^" (Lo and Otis 2003: 137). In spite of 
being "de-institutionalized" by the CCP, cultural legacy of Confucian guanxi survived in 
fragments underground during the Maoist-era of socialism. During Mao period, people were 
organized into various working units {danwei), to maintain the discipline of work unit system. 
Work unit managers had to "supplement their party-given power with the personal loyalty of 
selected workers, with whom they cultivated guanxi ties through favors in the redistribution 
of scarce goods and services". Guanxi was then co-opted by socialist institutions to function 
53 The reason for CCP to do so is because it "subscribed to the universal moral principles of socialist 
comradeship" 
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as a political tool^ "^" (pi38). Though the guanxi practices stayed in fragments underground 
during Maoist era, "the fragmentation and flexibility of guanxi signaled important moments in 
the early phase of modularization" (Lo and Otis 2003: 137). 
The process of marketization triggered by the economic reforms has further "modularized" 
guanxi by bringing it out of the underground and extending its usage: "social actors 
extensively use guanxi as a cultural metaphor for building voluntary market separated by 
class, regional, and national boundaries now come into frequent contact and interaction" (Lo 
and Otis 2003: 137). As a result, people participate in increasingly numerous networks and 
relationships and, as an unintended consequence, began to transpose this mode of voluntary 
relationship in a wide range of nonmarket, nonutiltarian, social contexts (pl40). The reforms 
"renders guanxi significantly more flexible and fluid", allowing individuals highlight alternate 
relationships strategically (Lo and Otis 2003: 137). People rarely have "clear-cut exit" from a 
guanxi network. They "may minimize their participation in particular relationship at points." 
For instance, they cite obligations to one relationship to free themselves from the obligations 
of another. That is, "quasi-exit" from guanxi (Lo and Otis 2003: 137). Indeed, the extensive 
usage of guanxi expands beyond the realm of market to the realm of private friendship 
because social exchanges are "premised on an idiom of friendship rather than through appeals 
to mutual interest or individual motivation" (Lo and Otis 2003: 137). Generally, there are 
three rules in guiding the guanxi during the reform era: (l)an integration of the material and 
the expressive; being the reminiscent of its Confucian origin, the guanxi builders were 
required to "materialize their feelings through material goods and to handle material goods as 
a gesture of feelings" (Lo and Otis 2003: 137).; (2)an emphasis on long-term reciprocity over 
one-time transactions (Lo and Otis 2003: 137).; (3)respect for hierarchies, that is to save 
54 Some studies point out there are comparative advantages of using interpersonal ties to recruit and organize 
workers . 
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"face", to maintain one's personal dignity and status which is achieved through 
accumulating "the moral superiority" of being a favor giver (Lo and Otis 2003: 137).. Since 
individuals can hold back their participation in a guanxi tie by declining the reciprocation of 
gifts and favors, guanxi has grown increasingly voluntaristic in nature (Lo and Otis 2003: 
137). Lo and Otis (2003) claim that after this long historical transformation, "guanxi has 
developed into a cultural idiom that is analogous to civility in Western societies" as guanxi 
has been radically "modularized" from "a set of rigid rules about primordial ties into a 
cultural understanding about building relationships between strangers" and the "modularity of 
guanxi renders its usage voluntary and guanxi relationships pluralistic" (pl43). In short, to Lo 
and Otis, guanxi shares the recognizable features of Western civility: "those of a shared 
cultural legacy, modularity, and pluralism61^^" (pl43). 
6.2 Compare Chinese Civility to Western civility 
The above maps out the development of Chinese civility from traditional to contemporary 
China, from Confucianism to the transformed "guanxi". The following section attempts to 
compare Chinese civility to the Western one so as to show whether Chinese civility contains 
the civic cultures of civil society in Western concept, i.e. the consciousness of right, 
participation and tolerance. 
6.2.1 The Consciousness of Right 
In Confucianism, the concept of right is different from the one in liberalism. Western 
liberalism views "right" out of state's constraints and it is only under the control of the right 
holder. One's right is not granted by the state (Cohen and Arato 1992: 8). In Confucianism, on 
Guanxi relationships depended on the institutional power of the state and the patriarchal family in the 
Confucian period, it remained underground and therefore achieved only limited social cohesiveness in Maoist 
era. Only now that guanxi has resurfaced and sufficiently modularized through the reform period is it manifested 
as a society-wide, self-regulating, and in this sense 'civil' culture. (Lo and Otis 2002: 143). 
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contrary, right, especially political right is regarded as "a grant given by the state to the 
citizens", which is for them to generate contribution to the state. Under such premise, the state 
has full power to restrict it (Nathan 1985: 107, 116). 
Individual rights are also overlooked in Communism. As its constant fear is social disorder, 
the Communist Party stresses the uphold of authority. Therefore, "the first and most essential 
characteristic of the persisting structure of Chinese politics has been ... a self-contained 
system with very little influenced by citizens or nongovernmental elites" (Pye 1963: 13). Any 
organized pressure or demands on the part of particular interests are treated as threats to social 
order, which need to be suppressed. Citizens are taught that they "should never be aggressive 
or demanding in their relations with public authorities" (Pye 1963: 18). Under the 
Communists, "the denial of legitimacy to autonomous interest groups is more absolute than at 
any time in Chinese history" (Pye 163: 21). People are indoctrinated that it is improper and 
dangerous to assert self interest or to make any claims to the political system (Pye 1963: 
16-17). Hence, the consciousness of "right" is underdeveloped in such political milieu. 
Even though the "modularized" guanxi" seems to have the potential to develop a kind of 
right consciousness highlighted by the West because "modularization" is the premise of 
"right" consciousness (Gellner 1995). However, an empirical study conducted in 1980s 
shows that nearly 75% respondents believe that "people should believe and trust the state, 
because state do all the things are good for people", meaning that many Chinese people are 
not conscious of their right (Minqi 1989: 166，193) 
6.2.2 The Consciousness of Participation 
Since Confucianism stresses collectivism, participation for the sake of individual interest is 
not encouraged. As individuals were placed firmly "in a web of social ties" (Weller 1999: 25), 
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of participation stressed by Confucianism is highly bonded by kinship and origins. However, 
in the West, republicanism suggests that people should pursue public interest regardless the 
bond of origins or kinships. Thus, the kind of "participation" generated from Confucianism is 
different from the one originated from Western republicanism. 
Communism assumes "a harmony of interests between state and citizen". During Mao era, 
it was believed that "the purpose of citizen participation was to mobilize popular energies to 
serve the state". Participation was based on mobilization. (Nathan 1985: 113). In contrast, 
participation is based on voluntarism in the West. Pye (1992) provides a clear account on the 
concept of participation under Communism, 
"Under the Communists the denial of legitimacy to autonomous interest groups is more absolute 
than at any time in Chinese history. Indeed, more than ever before it is assumed that officials 
know what is best for the people and that politics is a matter solely for those who are recognized 
by the regime as participants" (p.21). 
In China, participation of individuals is for the sake of the society, especially for maintaining 
social order and state rule (Weller 1999^^, Pye 1992^^ Nathan 1985). In contrast, participation 
emphasized in Western civic culture is based on "modularity" (Gellner 1995^^). Modular man 
means the person "can combine into specific-purpose, ad hoc, limited associations, without 
binding himself by same blood ritual. He can leave an association when he comes to disagree 
with its policy without being open to the charge of treason" (Lo and Otis 2003: 42). Therefore, 
participation is voluntary, not mobilized by political parties or the state. It has been argued 
that transformed guanxi is in some ways similar to voluntary 
56 To Weller (1999) , the 'people' as a unit becomes a kind of socialist body, with each cell contributing in its own 
way to the improvement of the whole under Communism which can be seen from the clothing style during 
Maoist era. Clothing for most people until the 1980s was thick blue, gray, or brown fabric cut in the style 
Westerners have called 'Mao suit' which implies that "everyone nearly identically". Besides this, the promotion 
of this self less self can be seen through the emulation of Lei Feng as a role model who embodies a particular 
image of the self less self, living (and dying) for the greater good of the nation alone (p.54). 
Pye (1992) claims, traditional China was one of the most stable political system, "Chinese have sought 
historically to deny the need for social conflict and to suggest that harmony should always prevail" (p.31) 
Gellner declares genuine civil society requires modular man, in other words, the modularity of modern man is 
a precondition of civil society 
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participation highlighted by Republicanism. It is claimed that before the economic 
transformation, guanxi was rooted in the ideology of Confucianism which was 
"particularistic" and "fixed by specific positions" in an extended web of kinship knit together 
through blood ties and the feudal court. Respect for hierarchy was strongly demanded in this 
tradition. During reform era, transformed guanxi has gone through a process of 
"modularization" and become a kind of "generalized particularism". It becomes a kind of 
"voluntary social engagement" (Lo and Otis 2003: 132，152). However, this kind of 
engagement is not as the same as the one emphasized by republicanism. Guanxi emphasizes 
integration of the material and the expressive, long-term reciprocity over one-time 
transactions and respect for hierarchies, i.e. to save "face". Participation emphasized by 
republicanism focuses on "self-actualization" and "animated by a sense of responsibility" 
(Bellah 2000: 81，88) and exchanges of material goods or favors are not required. 
6.2.3 Tolerance 
Pye (1999) asserts that there is a "lack of civility for all" in Confucianism because the 
ideology has established a clear set of norms in dealing with various interpersonal relations. 
There are separate sets of norms for dealing with family, acquaintances, and outer ring of 
impersonal relations involving strangers and even foreigners. According to Confucian, 
"obligations of filial piety" governing the relationships between father and son, brother and 
brother. In other words, high standards and ritual correctness should be maintained within the 
family whereas "rudeness is acceptable toward those foreigners who are thought to be mere 
'barbarians'", which is very different to Western culture^^. This is what Pye called "problem 
of intimacy": "People crave the presumed security of intimacy even as the standards of 
intimate relations have a distant, formal quality, and relations with strangers tend to be loaded 
In American culture, the closer the relationship, the more informality obtains. Among family and friends, one 
can 'relax'; among strangers, one exercises a certain propriety Pye (1999).. 
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with distrust and suspicion". In Imperial China, the Chinese held a belief that they were 
superior to all "barbarians" due to their capability in functioning impressive governments and 
in living on a higher material plane than their neighboring countries. During the reform period 
in late Qing, reformers, like Zhang Zhidong proposed a famous formula which demonstrated 
their attitude towards the West: "Chinese learning for the substance [the essential principles or 
ti] and Western learning for function [the practical applications or yong]"- This slogan shows 
that Chinese values were considered as superior while the Western ones were merely treated 
as "a set of tools" (Fairbank 1992: 258). 
Lo and Otis's (2003) mention that "guanxi" has transformed into a modularized form which 
construct flexibly beyond the boundary of kinship. Strangers are permitted to enter into 
guanxi ties (pi32). Thus, the transformed "guanxi" is pluralistic and similar to Western 
civility. (pl43). However, this kind of "pluralism" is different from the concept of "tolerance" 
forming the foundation of civil society in the West. According to Shils (1991), tolerance 
means people consider others as fellow-citizens of equal dignity in their rights and obligations 
as members of civil society. However, one of the characteristics of transformed guanxi is 
"respect for hierarchies". In order to maintain the guanxi ties, there is a continual flow of 
materials and favors. People tend to maintain personal dignity and status by pretending to be 
generous givers (pl45). 
6.4 Conclusion 
In short, traditional Chinese civility is different from the one forming the foundation of 
Western civil society. Under the influence of Confucianism and Communism, individual 
interests and individual right are suffocated. Thus, people are ignorant to their rights. 
Although the transformed guanxi is seemingly potential to nuture consciousness of right as it 
has gone through "modularization" process, it has the defects of emphasizing material 
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exchange and respect for hierarchies. An empirical study done in 1980s demonstrates that 
Chinese people still think that they should believe and obey the authority. On the other hand, 
the form of participation advocated by republicanism is underdeveloped in China. In 
Confucian belief, rights should be granted by the ruler. Participation by citizens is possible 
only if the state permits it. People are apathetic towards participation that may causes state's 
suspicion. During Mao era, participation was mobilized by the state. Though the transformed 
guanxi involves "voluntary engagement", It emphasizes long-term reciprocity over one-time 
transactions. Lastly, under the influence of Confucianism, people tend to be exclusive toward 
those who are outside the kinship. Under traditional belief, Westerners were regarded as 
barbarians. Western culture was disregarded. Furthermore, the Communist Party suppresses 
political dissidents. Though under the transformed Guanxi, it seems that strangers are 
permitted to enter into guanxi ties, this kind of "pluralism" is different to the concept of 
"tolerance" in forming civil society in Western countries as there are many premises under 
this "plurism" which I discussed above. In a nutshell, there seems a lack of tolerance in 
Chinese Culture. Traditional and contemporary Chinese civilities are not compatible to the 
civic cultures forming the Western civil society. 
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Chapter 7 
After Change: Successful and Constraints on Cultural Change 
The results of this study will be revealed and illustrated in this Chapter. After the in-depth 
interviews with thirteen volunteers and participants of Greenpeace, it is found that 
Greenpeace is able to diffuse certain kinds of civic cultures to them, including both the 
"rights" and "participation" mentalities. The former includes "consciousness of civil rights" 
and "consciousness of social rights" while the latter includes "consciousness of 
non-institutional form of political participation" and "consciousness of community 
participation". 
7.1 Diffusion of the Consciousness of Civil Rights 
The consciousness of civil rights is composed of the rights necessary for individual 
freedom, for instance, the right to own property, the right to justice, the right of assembly and 
of association, and right of expression, thought and faith (Lo 2001; Mashall 1963; MacRae et 
al. 1973). The consciousness of civil rights has been diffused to all the interviewees which is a 
kind of modification of the concept. Among the 13 interviewees, 11 of them had already 
obtained certain understanding of this concept before joining Greenpeace and this concept 
was even strengthened after being the participants and volunteers of Greenpeace. The other 2 
interviewees did not have the consciousness of civil right before joining Greenpeace and only 
leamt this concept after being the participants and volunteers of Greenpeace. In simpler terms, 
the kind of change is from non-existence to existence. 
Most of them had certain understandings of the concept of civil right before joining 
Greenpeace, such as acknowledging the right of speech, protest, assembly, to own property, 
and so forth. They leamt these concepts mainly at university and regarded that these rights 
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should be enjoyed by human beings. However, they did not practise all these rights in daily 
life, including right of protest, expression and demonstration. As China is an authoritarian 
country, they were afraid that their personal safety maybe threatened by practising these rights. 
They did not make any defense even if these rights are violated. 
"Before joining Greenpeace, I had certain understanding of the concept 'civil right' 
which includes freedom to own property, to protest, etc...I'm aware that these are the 
rights enjoyed by citizen...However, due to the specific political context in China...We 
are not dare to practise or to fight for them, especially for those regarded as 'sensitive' 
by the state, such as right of speech, assembly and protest, etc .... Take the example of 
right of expression, I'm only willing to express my opinion to people who I trust, but 
not in the public...! fear that my personal safety will be threatened." (Xiufong) 
All the interviewees shared similar beliefs like Xiufong, that is they recognized that they 
should enjoy different kinds of rights but they were not practising all of them in practise. 
However, they acquired a more concrete understanding towards the concept "civil rights" 
after joining Greenpeace. For example, they became more conscious to express their opinion 
in public, to voice complaints and to obtain information freely. 
7.1.1 Reinforced the consciousness of Right of Expression 
Among 13 interviewees, 10 out of 13 became more conscious of expressing opinion in 
public and also more eager to protect these rights after joining Greenpeace. For instance, 
Zhiming was a volunteer of Greenpeace three years ago and has participated in a lot of 
Greenpeace's activities, including the "Dongjiang Issue", "GE campaign" and "e-waste 
campaign". He already equipped with the concept "right of expression" during his life in 
campus, and this consciousness was reinforced after joining Greenpeace. He admitted, 
"I joined Greenpeace right after I enrolled in university. In fact, I always think that 
being a citizen, I have the right to express my opinion. After joining Greenpeace, such 
belief was even strengthened as I am more eager to express my opinion in public and to 
safeguard this right now." (Zhiming) 
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The other ten interviewees also had the same kind of modification after being the volunteers 
or participants of Greenpeace due to various reasons. The following are the reasons why they 
become more conscious of right of expression after joining Greenpeace. 
(1) Researches provide scientific evidence 
The strong scientific evidence provided by Greenpeace is one of the most significant 
factors that enhances interviewees' willingness to express their opinion. For instance, one of 
the interviewees Dafung, had joined Greenpeace for nearly three years and was the core 
volunteer for "GE campaign". She is now working for "solar campus". She claimed, 
“I become more enthusiastic to express my opinion in public after becoming a 
volunteer of Greenpeace, especially in the aspect of the prevention of GE food and the 
promotion of solar energy ".Greenpeace conducts numerous scientific researches and 
provides lots of scientific evidence. The results have been presented in seminars and 
published as reports which have gained credentials worldwide; thus I have more 
confidence on my opinion which is based on these scientific findings...Before that, I 
was not sure whether my opinion is right or not, so I was reluctant to voice my own 
thinking". (Dafung) 
Besides Dafung, other interviewees, such as Shanshan, Xiufong and Lijing also shared the 
similar point of views. Greenpeace highly depends on scientific research to justify the 
existence of environmental threats. In order to maximize the effect of campaigns by 
enhancing the credibility of its claims, the science laboratories named "The Greenpeace 
Research Laboratories" were set in 1986. They were located in Exeter University in Britain to 
conduct scientific researches to support the campaigns of Greenpeace around the world. The 
laboratories form the science unit of Greenpeace International and provide scientific advice 
and analytical support to Greenpeace worldwide over a range of disciplines. The laboratories 
are equipped with hardware for the analysis of heavy metal and organic contaminants in a 
range of environmental samples. An extensive database of scientific literature has been built 
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up since 1986 and serves as a core information resource. 
(2) Greenpeace acts as a shelter 
Some interviewees become more conscious of expressing their opinion because they are 
confident that Greenpeace would be able to protect them in case their opinion attracts 
government's suspicions. They believed that being one of its members, Greenpeace can act as 
a shelter and provide them with support in case their opinion arouses government's suspicions 
because of its renowned brand name over the world. Junming, Xuesheng and Zhuyu shared 
similar view with Xiufong. As mentioned above, Xiufong realized that right to express should 
be enjoyed by human beings, but he rarely practised it because of the political context in 
China. Nevertheless, he changed his mind after being one of the volunteers of Greenpeace, he 
asserted, 
"In the past, I didn't dare to express my opinion in the public for fearing that it may 
attract government's mistrust and finally put my personal safety in danger. However, 
such worry is vanished after being one of the members of Greenpeace. I believe that 
no matter what happens, Greenpeace will behave as a shelter and protect me. And I am 
confident that it is able to do so, because it is a global organization with high 
popularity; therefore, there's nothing to fear now," (Xiufong) 
(3) Greenpeace acts as a platform 
Some interviewees became more conscious of right of expression because of the 
opportunity provided by Greenpeace, which acts like a platform for them to express their 
opinion. Greenpeace is a well-financed organization which can afford large-scale campaigns 
in China. For example, the Rice Tour that I joined costs around few hundred thousand dollars. 
These publicity events act as platforms for volunteers to voice their opinion. Furthermore, in 
order to maintain its global image, all volunteers are required to attend some training 
programmes before partaking in the campaigns. Through these programmes, they got the 
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chance to express their own thinking or ideas. For instance, Zhiming has been an 
environmentalist since he was in secondary school. He had joined many local environmental 
groups before joining Greenpeace. He explained that Greenpeace could act as a platform for 
him to publicly express his thinking whereas it was impossible for him to do so in other local 
organizations. 
"Though I am the member in many local environmental associations, e.g. Friends of 
Nature, Green web and the environmental association of my campus, I rarely get the 
chance to participate because they are lack of resources to organize activities regularly. 
However, after joining Greenpeace, I get many chances to express my idea in the 
public, especially in local community. Through these experiences, I witness the 
importance for maintaining the freedom to express one's own thinking. Thus I am 
more eager to protect this right henceforth." (Zhiming) 
Shanshan, who has been a volunteer of Greenpeace for nearly one year and is now one of 
the members of "solar campus", had similar ideas with Zhiming, 
“I joined the training programmes offered by Greenpeace for the members of 'solar 
campus' for several times. I share skills in campaigning with Hong Kong volunteers 
from the Hong Kong University. We are encouraged to express our own ideas and 
opinion in these programmes. Through these experiences, I become more eager to 
express my opinion than before. Before joining Greenpeace, there were not many 
chances for me to present my own idea in a public space in front of people with 
different backgrounds and nationalities." (Shanshan) 
On the other hand, the core members of some local environmental organizations, like 
Green web and Friends of Nature also mentioned that they rarely organized activities due to 
the lack of resources. 
"We [i.e. members of Greenweb] rarely meet and almost have no activities for the 
members. The only task done by our organization up to this moment is the 
establishment of a website. Through this website, members can be informed with some 
news of other environmental organizations. So that they can join them" 
(Greenweb core member, Hua) 
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"Due to the scarcity of resources, we can't organize activities regularly like those in 
Beijing [Friends of Nature located in Beijing as well]�.Therefore, we cooperate with 
Greenpeace. Greenpeace can afford carrying out large-scale publicity events regularly, 
thus we provide our volunteers to Greenpeace for campaigning. In other words, 
Greenpeace acts like a platform for our volunteers to have participation." 
(Friends of Nature core member, Aiyi) 
7.1.2 Realized that freedom to information is a kind of right 
Besides becoming more conscious of the right of expression, all the interviewees realized 
that freedom to information, which was a new concept to them, is a kind of right after joining 
Greenpeace. Before they had joined Greenpeace, they did not have any idea of this right. 
However, after taking part in "GE campaign", they realized that freedom to obtain 
information was a kind of civil right and should be guaranteed. All the interviewees shared 
similar opinions and experiences as Yaopeng. Yaopeng has joined Greenpeace for three years 
and has devoted a lot to "GE campaign". The consciousness of right to information was 
cultivated after participating in this project for nearly a whole year. He admited, 
"The first step of GE campaign was to equip citizens with an understanding towards 
the concept of ‘GE，’ because their understanding of it was very vague and limited, 
which was due to their lack of consciousnesses of ‘right to obtain information'. 
However, after this campaign, most of them, including me, understand what ‘GE’ is 
and recognize that we have the 'right to obtain information'. In the past, I had never 
imagined that it was a kind of right" (Yaopeng) 
According to the data collected, all the interviewees became conscious of "right to 
information" after participating in "GE campaign". Actually, it is the foremost campaign held 
by Greenpeace in Guangzhou. Greenpeace organized many publicity events for this campaign, 
including visiting various schools and supermarkets, organizing GE-Free Roadshow in 
various communities, conducting surveys and publishing "Shoppers' Guide" and so forth. The 
The reason why the Friends of Nature in Beijing can afford to organize large-scale activities is mainly the 
subsidies offered by international NGO. (see Chan 2000) 
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idea that consumers should be granted the right to have access to obtain information is 
demonstrated in the newsletters published by Greenpeace: "Consumers have the right to know 
what they are eating" (Greenpeace Newsletter Volume 9). "Greenpeace demands that in the 
long run, these 'Frankenstein' monster foods should be banned, while in the short term, 
consumers should be properly informed, and therefore, labeling is a must." (Greenpeace 
Newsletter Volume 10) 
7.1.3 Realized that Freedom to Choose is a kind of Right 
A number of interviewees (5 out of 13) become conscious of "right to choose" after joining 
Greenpeace. They had no idea of this concept and did not recognize that it was a kind of right 
formerly. For instance, Zhiming, besides acknowledged that freedom to information was a 
sort of right, also became aware of "right to choose" through partaking in GE campaigns. In 
addition to Zhiming, Yung, Joey, Junming and Lijing shared similar ways of thinking. 
"Greenpeace spent a great deal of time in GE campaign in Guangzhou. During this 
period, I participated in their seminars about the effects of GE food and also assisted 
the publicity events as well. By joining these activities, I learn that the concept 
'freedom to choose' is a kind of right which I had never thought of before". (Zhiming) 
7.2 Diffusion of the Consciousness of Social Rights 
According to Marshall (1963)，"social rights" refer to the rights concerned with the welfare 
of people as citizens (Harris 1999). It "range(s) from the right to a modicum of economic 
welfare and security to the right to share to the full in the social heritage and to live the life of 
a civilized being according to the standards prevailing in the society" (p74). Nearly half of the 
interviewees (5 out of 13) had no idea regarding the concept of "social rights" before joining 
Greenpeace. For instance, Joey who has been in Greenpeace for two years admitted, 
“I did not regard owing a green environment was my right in the past. Being an 
environmentalist, actually, I just think that it is my responsibility to keep the 
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environment cleans without thinking that it is my right...I have no idea that access to 
basic education, medical services and freedom to seek job are my rights too." (Joey) 
These five interviewees recognized that owning an unpolluted environment and living in a 
green community were their rights after joining Greenpeace. For instance, Zhiming asserted, 
"Before joining Greenpeace, I thought that living in a green community is a kind of 
welfare provided by the Government. However, such belief is changed after joining 
Greenpeace. After being a volunteer of Greenpeace, I think that it is a kind of right 
which should be secured by the government...the reason is that, I merely believed that 
it is our common responsibility to keep the environment clean. The deterioration of 
environment should be our common fault and we need to bear the responsibility 
together. Nevertheless, I recognize that there are two roles regarding environmental 
pollution, i.e. 'polluters' and 'victims' after joining Greenpeace. The responsibility r 
should be bore by those 'polluters', i.e. the business corporations in most cases. To the 
"polluters", they have the responsibility to save the environment. To me, as a 'victim', 
I should have the right to enjoy a green community." (Zhiming) 
On the other hand, 3 out of 13 interviewees had consciousness towards the idea of "social 
right" before joining Greenpeace and such kind of consciousness was further reinforced 
regarding the right to live in a green community after joining Greenpeace. For instance, 
Shanshan realized the seriousness of environmental problem which is out of her imagination 
after joining Greenpeace and she becomes more conscious towards "social rights" mentality 
than before. 
"Before joining Greenpeace, I got a belief that owning a green community is my own 
right, and this kind of belief is strengthened after joining Greenpeace. Because I 
discovered that the environmental problem is greater than I have imagined after 
Greenpeace shows us documentaries, such as videos, on how the earth will look like if 
we keep on polluting it. It makes me feel so scared. Beforehand, I was not aware the 
seriousness of it, so the feeling was far less impressive. Since I know about it now, I 
am more conscious of protecting the right that I am entitled to live in an unpolluted 
community." (Shanshan) 
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Indeed, the consciousness of social right was implied in Greenpeace's publications which 
emphasize that everyone has the access to natural resources and natural environment, for 
instance, "everyone has an obligation to protect the planet from environmental degradation. In 
the process of this crusade for eco welfare, there are more than technical issues to resolve, it 
also involves the delicate handling and proper distribution of all our natural resources". "What 
Greenpeace believe that Planet Earth belongs to all of us. It is our common home. The right to 
live in a world free of terror and war; free of environmental destruction; free of deprivation 
and exploitation is an inherent right of all mankind" (Greenpeace Newsletter Volume 21). 
7.3 Diffusion of the Consciousness of non-institutional form of Political 
Participation 
Political participation refers to the activities organized by citizens which are aiming at 
influencing the action of government. It is not only confined to legal actions at the policy 
formulation stage, non-electoral participation at the policy output stage may be as important 
as electoral participation at the policy input stage, as long as it shapes the actual results of 
policy when implemented (Kuan and Lau 2002). In short, political participation involves the 
institutional, i.e. participation in the policy formulation stage and the non-institutional arenas, 
such as adversary, protest, lobbying, campaign, appeal activities, boycotts, strikes, and 
demonstrations, which are at the policy output stage (Kuan and Lau 2002; Tong 2003). More 
than half of the interviewees (7 out of 13) got a binary change in the consciousness of 
non-institutional political participation after joining Greenpeace. Put differently, they did not 
have the consciousness of non-institutional form of political participation formerly, but 
became conscious of practicing it after joining Greenpeace. For instance, Dafung, who has 
been a volunteer of Greenpeace for nearly three years, witnessed the development of 
Greenpeace in Guangzhou. From being blacklisted by Guangdong Environmental Bureau, it 
was established in China successfully by cooperating with the local authorities finally. She 
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claimed, 
"Greenpeace needs to negotiate with the government in order to enter Guangzhou and 
carry out campaigns. I witness the whole process of Greenpeace's development in 
Guangzhou. I find that the effectiveness of campaigns will be enhanced by cooperating 
with the government. With the support of the government, the road to achieve 
environmental protection becomes easier. ... I become more interested in participating 
in politics through campaigning in order to influence policy makings." (Dafung) 
The other six interviewees, including Choi, Junming, Yaopeng, Shanshan and Yung shared the 
similar idea with Dafung. Yaopeng and Shanshan further elaborated how Greenpeace 
empowered them in the non-institutional form of political participation. They were the core 
members of "solar campus" and attended a training course in Shuchao (蘇州).During the 
training course, the trainer assigned them a task in which they needed to negotiate with the 
principal by writing a proposal to request for the use of solar energy within campus. 
"I hope that I can assert certain influence on government decision-making process 
through participating in different campaigns, just like Greenpeace. Indeed, the reason 
that I was apathetic towards political participation is I didn't know how to deal with it 
in the past. However, after attending the programmes, I learn how to write a proposal 
to the principal to request the use of solar energy. In other words, whenever I have 
some dissatisfaction or demands of the government, I can try to write a proposal to 
them to voice my request and suggestion, hoping that it can exert influence on the 
policy-making process." (Yaopeng) 
"Greenpeace campaigners teach me the skill of writing a proposal to the government 
and encourage me to write a proposal with other team members in the coming 
December to the principal to request the use of solar energy. I believe that I will be able 
to participate in policy decision-making process in the future as I realize that I can 
voice my opinion and suggestions through negotiating with the government. In order to 
protect the environment, we should do more than promoting on the campus .... For 
instance, I can send a report with scientific evidence to the principal to raise the 
problem and send a proposal with my own suggestions. By doing this, it may help to 
change the policy.... Greenpeace also arranged us to go to Hong Kong to exchange 
skills with Hong Kong volunteers. We saw how Hong Kong volunteers sent a petition 
to Liao Saii-dong (Secretary for the Hong Kong Environment, Transport and Works) 
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last year, and such skills are very useful for me in the future." (shanshan) 
In simpler terms, Greenpeace sets an example to demonstrate how effective a campaign can 
be by cooperating with the government. Some of the volunteers, like Dafung and Yaopeng, 
also developed an interest and had a sense of efficacy to participate in politics due to the 
example set by Greenpeace. Beforehand, they did not think that they could have any political 
participation. After joining Greenpeace, they saw how Greenpeace demands the government 
protect the environmental through various means, such as sending proposals, letters and 
organizing "signature drive", etc. Work done by Greenpeace provides an example to them and 
fosters their interest in, as well as empowers them with a sense of efficacy in, influencing 
policy making through non-institutional political participation. 
7.4 Diffusion of the Consciousness of Community Participation 
All of the interviewees became more conscious of "community participation", especially 
concerning environmental issues after becoming volunteers or participants of Greenpeace. 
Most of them (12 out of 13) expressed that they already had the consciousnesses of 
participating in social services, especially in the environmental aspect, before joining 
Greenpeace. Since most of them were members of environmental associations in their campus 
life, they had experiences in participating various activities organized by these associations. 
"I am an environmentalist and concern about the environmental protection very much, 
so I participated in many activities organized by the environmental association when I 
was in secondary school. I become one of the members in such kind of society after 
entering university." (Connie) 
Lijing, Xiufong, Shanshan, Dafung and Zhiming shared similar experiences with Connie. In 
addition to environmental protection, some of them had the experiences of participating in 
other social activities before joining Greenpeace. For instance, Joey has been a volunteer of 
Red Cross and has participated various voluntary work since secondary school. Zhuyu also 
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participated in many church services formerly. 
As mentioned in Chapter two, consciousness of participation was originated from 
Republicanism. The kind of participation cherished by Republican is "animated by a sense of 
responsibility for one's society" and is a kind of self-actualization (Elshtain 2000: 117). To act 
responsibly, citizens need to pay attention to public affairs, i.e. "avoiding the distractions" and 
"pay attention to all of the problems that beset us" (Bellah 2000: 78). The joining of 
Greenpeace cultivates the consciousness of "community participation", because its volunteers 
pay more attention to environmental issues. 
"I've become more active and self-motivated in participating in voluntary activities 
now. Before joining Greenpeace, I thought that it is none of my business if I saw some 
people destroy the environment. But now I will cultivate green values to them actively 
and whole-heartedly. For example, when I hear people discuss eating wild animals, I 
will persuade them not to do so; when I see people throw rubbish on the street, I will 
ask them to pick it up, and sometimes I will just pick it up by myself. In fact, such 
behaviour is very strange in China. People will just pass and do nothing in such 
situation, so Greenpeace has a great influence on me." (Yung) 
Besides Yung, Greenpeace also generated great influence on Joey in terms of consciousness of 
community participation. She was not an environmentalist before joining Greenpeace, but she 
changed her mind afterwards. She said, 
"After joining Greenpeace, I always spread the messages that I learnt from Greenpeace 
to my friends enthusiastically, such as the deforestation in Yunnan. I spread the 
messages with the intention of arousing their awareness of environmental protection. 
Furthermore, I will encourage them to join Greenpeace activities.... Before that, I 
didn't concern much about environmental protection as I didn't recognize its 
importance. However, I go to Greenpeace office quite often recently to see what I can 
do for them. No matter how tedious the task is, such as sticking labels, stamps, 
arranging books, etc, I do it by heart After participating e-waste and GE campaign, 
I can see the influence and effect generated by Greenpeace . . . I t inspires me to be 
more active in environmental protection." (Joey) 
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Some interviewees became more willing to participate in other social activities besides 
environmental issues after joining Greenpeace as Zhuyu mentioned, 
"I appreciate Greenpeace very much. Greenpeace campaigners have contributed much 
effort to environmental issues ... Greenpeace's effort on environmental protection 
makes me become more aware of my own responsibility, so I participate in a lot of 
voluntary work now, such as being a volunteer in church and in elder centre, to give 
financial aids to students for education, etc." (Zhuyu) 
Interviewees view participation as a kind of virtue and get a stronger "participation" mentality 
after joining Greenpeace due to the following reasons: 
7.4.1 Inspired by Greenpeace Campaigners 
All the interviewees were inspired by the Greenpeace campaigners' dedicative attitudes. 
Greenpeace is a foreign social organization which is under government's tight control. With 
the presence of such political risks, Greenpeace campaigners still insist on pursuing their 
work. Thus, Greenpeace enthuses them with their attitudes and behaviors. For instance, Lijing 
was highly moved by a Greenpeace campaigner who works for "e-waste campaigns". 
"Greenpeace campaigners are extremely dedicative to their work, sometimes they are 
even a little bit crazy. For example, Li is responsible for e-waste campaign, which is a 
very new and sensitive project in China. In order to tackle e-waste problem, he visited 
Guiyu (a province is facing e-wastes problem now) many times and every visit was full 
of dangers. He was once almost hit by the domestic labours there''' and his personal 
safety was threatened. He saw they were burning the electronic wastes, and the 
ecological environment was terrible. The water was highly polluted. By looking at the 
photos taken by him, it was really a terrible place ... Thus, I was moved deeply by the 
Greenpeace campaigners who do not care all these problems and are willing to 
contribute much to ease the environmental problem. Whenever I can help, I will try my 
best to contribute myself. Thus, I've been one of the core volunteers of Greenpeace for 
three years." (Lijing) 
61 Because handling e-wastes are their main source of revenue to the citizens there, so they are afraid that Li's 
against to the import of e-waste will affect their livelihood. 
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Another interviewee, Yung, had the similar feeling. He admitted, 
“Greenpeace campaigners have a kind of spirit ...just like 'rebellious'. They will put 
all their effort to fulfill the task. Although they encounter many difficulties in China, 
such as being blacklisted after the Dongjiang Issue, they do not give up. ...The ideas or 
campaigns that initiated by them are rather new to or even unacceptable by the public,, 
such as the prevention of GE food and e-waste, but they are brave enough to voice their 
opinion loudly...They are very crazy, just like Red Guard...They sacrifice lots of 
things in pursuing their missions. For example, there was a campaigner who was 
caught and cross-examined by the police. Guangzhou Industrial and Commercial 
Bureau also keep an eye on them constantly and visit their office frequently.... 
Moreover, most of the Greenpeace campaigners, such as Ching, Gabriel and Yu, have 
high educational qualifications and special talents which enable them to seek a 
high-ranked job in a big company in China. They can all live a high-quality and 
comfortable life. Instead, they choose another career path. Being the campaigners of 
Greenpeace, they need to work under great pressure. I am moved by them and decided 
to contribute myself by being one of the Greenpeace volunteers." (Yung) 
Xuesheng, Shanshan, Connie, Xiufung, Dafung and Zhiming shared the similar opinion with 
Lijing and Yung. In addition to be inspired by campaigners in Greenpeace China, some were 
inspired by campaigners in other countries. Greenpeace always introduces the work done by 
other local offices in other countries to its volunteers, so they had a certain understanding of 
other work done by Greenpeace beyond China. 
"After reviewing the video during the training programme in Shanghai which aims at 
introducing Greenpeace's worldwide work, I see that although the campaigners 
confronted the police, they are not scared. It is very touching" (Dafong) 
7.4.2 Realizing Environmental Issues 
Almost all the interviewees (9 out of 13) discovered that there were many environmental 
issues that needed to be concerned about, such as the production of GE food and the toxic 
problem after joining Greenpeace. They had no idea that GE food was harmful to human's 
health and did not know that e-waste problem was so serious in China before joining 
Greenpeace. For instance, Xiufong and Choi's concept of "environmental protection" was 
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broadened after joining Greenpeace, and Zhuyu and Yung had similar idea as well. 
"Since the years in secondary school I have been keen on environmental protection. 
However, the concept 'environmental protection' to me was merely limited to planting 
more trees, keeping the air and water clean, etc. After joining Greenpeace, the concept 
"environmental protection" becomes broader which includes many issues that I have 
never thought of, such as food safety, biodiversity, toxic problem, climate change, etc. 
The realization of the broader concept of "environmental protection" stimulates my 
interest to participate in more environmental protection activities." (Xiufong) 
"After become a volunteer of Greenpeace, I discovered many new environmental 
issues through reviewing magazines and studies published by Greenpeace. By reading 
these materials, I discovered many environmental issues and paid more attention to 
them. I would like to contribute myself to environmental protection" (Choi) 
7.4.3 Social Recognition 
Some interviewees developed a stronger "participation" mentality in community activities 
after joining Greenpeace because of the social recognition provided by Greenpeace. 
Compared to other local social organizations, Greenpeace is much well-financed for being a 
global organization. As a result of its abundant resources, the activities organized are usually 
in large-scale with great public concern. Having joined these activities, volunteers can acquire 
certain degree of social recognition which encourages them to participate more. Interviewees 
Yung, Zhuyu and Lijing shared similar opinion with Zhiming who admitted, 
"Comparing to the local environmental NGOs in Guangzhou, e.g. Friends of Nature 
and Greenweb, the activities organized by Greenpeace are much well-coordinated and 
in large-scale which can draw public's attention; thus, I own certain degree of 
recognition. It is like a proof of my ability. Hence, participating in Greenpeace's 
activities motivates me to partake in more community activities." (Zhiming) 
7.4.3 Provide opportunity 
Most of the interviewees (11 out of 13) participate in more social activities after being the 
volunteers of Greenpeace as Greenpeace provides them with opportunities, which include 
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both internal and external opportunities. The former refers to the activities organized by 
Greenpeace. Although they had consciousness of community participation before joining 
Greenpeace, there were limited opportunities available to them. As discussed before, many of 
them were the members of various local environmental associations. However, the 
opportunities for them to participate were very limited due to their limited resources. For 
instance, Junming was a vice president of a local environmental association, but he rarely 
organizes activities for the members. 
"Greenpeace provides opportunities for us to participate in various environmental 
protection activities. Though I am one of the core members of environmental 
association in my university, lots of ideas cannot be put into practise due to lack of 
resources. Luckily the entrance of Greenpeace has solved this problem, e.g. the idea of 
forming a team called 'solar campus' to promote the use of solar energy was 
originated from us. At that time, a Greenpeace campaigner came to Guangzhou. I told 
her the idea and she gave us lots of feedback. She suggested that we can organize an 
event called ‘solar festival' to promote it. More important, she financially supported us 
to carry out this project. After discussion with Greenpeace, the scale of this project is 
enlarged to include other seven universities. It will go beyond campus and start to 
initiate activities in the local communities soon. Without Greenpeace's support, this 
idea may not be realized and the effect might be limited as well. But now, due to 
support of Greenpeace, lots of the ideas have come true. It encourages me to join more 
social activities." (Junming) 
Besides Junming, Connie and Zhuyu are also the core members of other local environmental 
associations, and they share the similar opinion with Junming. 
External opportunities provided by Greenpeace refers to the participation of volunteers 
outside Greenpeace because they receive chances to reach other organizations, such as HP, 
Green Women Current'’ Lighthouse, Friends of Nature, Waldorf School Foundation and 
Guangzhou Youth Volunteer Association, through Greenpeace. These opportunities enhance 
their participation in social activities beyond Greenpeace. As Greenpeace needs to cooperate 
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with other organizations in order to start campaigns in China, chances are provided to its 
participants to contact other organizations through joining Greenpeace. The most significant 
example is the establishment of HP. All of them participated in HP's activities regularly since 
being the volunteers of Greenpeace. 
"Due to the entrance of Greenpeace, HP was established and became localized. This 
provides us many activities to participate. For example, I attended its training 
programme last year in which I learnt the technique to organize an activity... Besides, I 
joined many publicity events with different topics, including animal protection, 
keeping the city clean, protecting Lujiang." (Yaopeng) 
Interviewees Joey, Choi, Yung, Junming shared the similar view with Yaopeng. All of them 
attend the activities provided by HP regularly. 
7.4.5 Provide opportunity to make decision 
Despite the fact that most of the interviewees are the members of various environmental 
groups, they rarely had the chance to make decision. However, the campaigns organized by 
Greenpeace offered them opportunities to make decision themselves which enable them to 
own a sense of self-actualization. Their participation mentality is hence motivated. 
"Although being one of the core members of the environmental associations on my 
campus, all the decisions are made by people in the upper-rank. We only follow the 
orders without knowing the reasons behind. Actually we just act like robots... However, 
the participation in Greenpeace is different. I have the experience of decision making in 
the 'solar campus', the group that I am belonging to now." (Connie) 
However, such kind of opportunity is under certain constraints due to the nature of 
Greenpeace. Greenpeace is a social-movement organization that needs to maintain a united 
image in public. Therefore, when the activity is held publicly, Greenpeace will require its 
volunteers to voice the united message. The chances for them to make decision were limited. 
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"Regarding the decisions of ‘solar campus', we have the autonomy to make the 
decisions. But if the decision is related to Greenpeace's public image, the autonomy 
will be back to Greenpeace. For instance, as 'Day of Meteorology'(氣象日）is 
approaching, we [members of ‘solar campus’] have some discussions on how to 
promote ‘solar campus' and lots of ideas were proposed at the end of the discussions. 
However, the proposal was banned by a Greenpeace campaigner who explained that 
the protagonist of ‘Day of Meteorology' should be Greenpeace instead of 'solar 
campus'. We should act as Greenpeace volunteers without mentioning 'solar campus'. 
The tasks of each volunteer were assigned by Greenpeace without any discussion with 
us. The list of duty was sent only to us one day prior to the event." (Shanshan) 
7.4.6 Have a sense of efficacy 
Most of the interviewees (11 out of 13) had a sense of efficacy to participate in more social 
activities after joining Greenpeace because of its training and exchange programmes, which 
taught them various skills. 
“I learnt various skills from these programmes, such as the ways to negotiate with 
principals, to mobilize other members, to organize events and to attract public and 
media attentions. All these skills enable me to gain the efficacy to participate in more 
social activities." (Xuesheng) 
Other members of "solar campus" who attended these progrmmes also had the similar feeling, 
including Dafung, Shanshan and Xiufung. 
A sense of efficacy was also cultivated through reviewing other countries' work as role 
model. Being a global organization, Greenpeace initiates campaigns worldwide which provide 
insights for the volunteers about the way to tackle difficulties during the process of 
campaigning. 
"1 once shared the skills with other volunteers from Hong Kong. They told us how to 
deal with the government, and how volunteers in other countries take direct 
action...These make me have more confidence to do better." (Shanshan) 
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As a matter of fact, "participation" mentality is often advocated in Greenpeace newsletters. 
For instance, "We believe every individual should participate in protecting the environment 
and we fully understand the importance of public involvement. Over the last few months, 
Greenpeace China has 'expanded' in order to connect better with the public" (Greenpeace 
Newsletter Volume 9). "We have repeatedly stressed the importance of public participation in 
environmental protection" (Greenpeace Newsletter Volume 13). 
7.5 Constraints 
Though Greenpeace is able to diffuse certain kind of civic culture among the interviewees, 
there are some limitations in this cultural diffusion process. The following section is attempts 
to investigate the kinds of civic culture Greenpeace failed to be diffused in China and the 
reasons behind. For the "rights" mentality which can be diffused to the interviewees, it is 
limited to "civil rights" and “social rights" without reaching to the political aspect. It is 
mainly due to the strategy adopted by Greenpeace, which is to cooperate with local authorities. 
Besides this, there is also no change on the consciousness of "tolerance" which maybe due to 
the internal tensity of Greenpeace. 
7.5.1 Fail to diffuse the Consciousness of Political Right 
Political rights refer to "the rights to participate in the exercise of political power, as a 
member of a body invested with political authority or as an elector of the members of such a 
body," such as the access to the decision-making process through universal manhood suffrage 
(Mashall 1963). In simpler terms, political rights are the rights to influence policy, including 
rights of selecting, monitoring and evaluating their representatives (Lo 2001). There is no 
change in the consciousness of "political right" among the interviewees. A few of them (6 out 
of 13) had a certain understanding of the concept of political right before joining Greenpeace. 
For instance, they knew that participation in policy making process, in an election and voting 
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are sorts of rights, as an interviewee Zhiming admitted, 
"I know what 'political right' is. It includes the right to participate in policy discussion, 
to elect leaders, to vote and also to be politically informed." ( Zhimingi) 
On the other hand, the rest of them (7 out of 13) had no idea towards the concept of political 
right before joining Greenpeace. All of them were not conscious of "political right". The 
reason behind is the political context in China. Yung, who is disappointed with the Chinese 
political system said, 
"The government does not provide any opportunity for us. We can do nothing to 
change the policy. That's why we are not interested in it." (Yung) 
Furthermore, the ruleless political system also hindered their consciousness of practising 
political right. For instance, Lijing graduated in university two years ago but she never have 
had the experience of institutional political participation even until now. She said, 
"I don't care whether there is a chance for me to practise my right in influencing policy 
making. I was 18 year-old two years ago but I've never voted". (Lijing) 
"The reason that we aren't conscious of practising political rights is that such 
paritipation is useless to assert any change on politics. For instance, the election 
process Is lack of transparency. We don't have much information about the candidates. 
There is no way for me to know their past achievements and which parties' interests 
they represent. I voted because it was an order sent by CCP. Whenever CCP sent an 
order, schools would try to accomplish the task by requesting all the students to do it. 
If someone does not follow the instruction, penalty will be received ...As there are so 
many vaguenesses as well as the lack of supervision, the election is meaningless." 
(Dafung) 
"I hate politics, I do not like to participate in anything that deals with the government, 
it is just not my cup of tea, especially in China. I am disappointed with the Chinese 
political system as well as CCP." (Zhuyu) 
113 
After joining Greenpeace, none of them have any changes in the consciousness of political 
right. For those who had no idea towards this concept are still ignorant of it now. For those 
who had certain understanding towards this concept still do not care about it and do not try to 
fight for it. A volunteer Xiufong said that he was apathetic towards politics. 
‘‘I do not become more conscious of practising political right after being the volunteer 
of Greenpeace due to the political context of China. The political environment shaped 
us not to care about politics. We do not dare fight for it, because such action may cause 
danger to my personal safety." (Xiufong) 
Most of the interviewees, like Lijing and Yaopeng, attributed the reason why Greenpeace 
cannot cause any changes in the consciousness of political right to them to the constraints 
faced by Greenpeace under specific political context. 
"Greenpeace is bearing a cooperative attitude to deal with the government, so it can't 
urge for political right which the Chinese government doesn't want to grant to 
citizens". (Lijing) 
"The tactics of Greenpeace adopted in China are very mild and soft. They are different 
from the tactics used by the world wide offices, which are extremely radical. In China, 
Greenpeace must follow certain rules set by the government." (Yaopeng) 
The cooperation between Greenpeace and the local authorities is full of bargaining and 
negotiation. The most important criteria that Greenpeace needs to obey is not to promote any 
ideas which are regarded as sensitive to the Chinese central government, i.e. not to waver 
political stability. 
7.5.2 Fail to diffuse the Consciousness of Tolerance 
There is no change in the consciousness of "tolerance" after joining Greenpeace among 
most of the interviewees (9 out of 13). Indeed, all of them showed tolerance regarding the 
socio-cultural, religious and political aspects before being joining Greenpeace. They all agree 
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that people should respect others with different religious belief, different cultural backgrounds 
as well as different political stands. Most of them claimed that there was no change in the 
consciousness of tolerance after joining Greenpeace because Greenpeace itself is an intolerant 
organization. It is radical as it does not listen to other parties' opinions. 
"I don't think that Greenpeace is a tolerant organization. Being a radical organization, 
it is impossible to be tolerant.，， (Zhuyu) 
"Greenpeace campaigners are very insistent on their own opinions...They do not pay 
attention to other people's or party's opinion, especially in 'GE campaign'. They 
consistently claimed that GE food is harmful to human body, but I don't think their 
arguments are strong enough...Their arguments always attract many attacks.... Their 
arguments are based on many assumptions which haven't been proved. For example, 
they claimed that GE food will lead to the growth of supper hybrid weeds. They then 
based on this assumption to propose another set of assumptions. That is, the 
assumption of the bad effects of supper hybrid weeds caused to the nature. In fact, the 
opposite party provides much scientific evidence to support that there's no harmful 
effect by consuming GE food. For example, GE soya has been consumed by 
Americans for many years without any harmful effect being released. Though I 
haddifferent opinion with Greenpeace, I was prohibited to voice my opinion to the 
media during the Rice Tour" (Yung) 
"In the GE campaign, the arguments proposed by Greenpeace were a bit anti-scientific, 
and were too absolutist. Because no matter what reason, the technique of genetically 
engineering can't be denied. Moreover, we can't draw a conclusion on the effect of 
consuming GE food at present. However, Greenpeace is misleading the audiences in 
the GE campaign, it makes the uncertain things sound like being proved. I think it 
should leave the decision to the public". (Yaopeng) 
"I don't entirely appreciate Greenpeace's ways of doing things as they are too extreme. 
For example, the campaigners are so barbarous that they use a ship to block other 
ship's entrance.. .Regarding the promotion of renewable energy, I disagree that there is 
no advantages of using coal electricity. To my point of view, when comparing to the 
renewable energy, coal electricity supply is more suitable to China provided that the 
later stage treatment is improved. As the facility of wind-powered electricity contains 
lots of problems which China is incapable of tackling them at this moment. Therefore, 
I think that coal electricity is a more appropriate choice to China. Greenpeace is too 
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absolutist in opposing the development of coal electricity factory entirely." (Windy) 
Most of them attributed the failure of diffusing the consciousness of tolerance to 
Greenpeace's radical characteristic, especially the radical methods they used including 
blocking other ships' entrance, unfurling banner, protesting and demonstrating against the 
government, and so on. In fact, such radical characteristic is a misconception caused by 
Greenpeace overwhelming "global image". Although Greenpeace has a radical international 
image, it abandoned this strategy and became far less radical in China by networking with the 
local government and local civil society organizations. 
In addition to the misconception caused by Greenpeace overwhelming global image, 
Greenpeace's failure of showing tolerance is due to its internal constraints. Being a 
social-movement organization, it needs to mobilize people by developing a clear mission. 
Sometimes the mission needs to be upgraded to a kind of morality as "morals can help 
generate consensus" (Kellow 2000). Yung was one of the volunteers in the Rice Tour, he 
complained that that there was no chance for him to express his own opinion. Greenpeace was 
so autocratic that it requested him to have same opinion with it. However, he understood why 
Greenpeace needed to be like that: 
"I understand why Greenpeace is so intolerant. It needs to present a clear image to the 
media in order to mobilize participants and to reach its mission." (Yung) 
Having joined the rice tour organized by Greenpeace, which aimed at preventing the 
cultivation of GE Rice, I traveled around Yunan with about 30 journalists. Besides me, there 
were four other volunteers joining the trip. Throughout the journey, Greenpeace prepared 
some guidelines for us to follow. For instance, we were prohibited to express our own 
thinking to the media without their approval. Whenever we were interviewed by journalists, 
we were required to hold the same opinion as Greenpeace. Thus, it seems that Greenpeace is 
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an intolerant organization. 
Despite that fact that Greenpeace is an intolerant organization for the interviewees, they did 
not become intolerant after joining Greenpeace as they are mature enough to handle this 
dilemma. For instance, Dafung was a vice president of an environmental association in her 
university. The organization received much support from Greenpeace, especially material 
support. Most of its activities were organized jointly with Greenpeace. She admitted, 
"Whenever our environmental association organizes propaganda events on GE 
campaign, we hold a neutral stance and refuse to take sides. That means we do not 
represent Greenpeace or any other groups. We just introduce to students the nature of 
"GE" food without promoting the idea 'say no to GE food' which Greenpeace holds. 
We leave them the right to make decision." (Dafung) 
7.6 Conclusion 
In a nutshell, the entrance of Greenpeace occasioned various kinds of cultural change in 
terms of enhancing "right" and "participation" mentalities among the volunteers and 
participants of Greenpeace in Guangzhou. The change in the consciousness of civil right 
maybe a kind of modification, i.e. a reinforcement of the concept or cognitive understanding. 
With regard to the change in the consciousness of social right, Greenpeace led a binary 
change, which means from zero to existence, among the interviewees. For the "participation 
mentality", there was also a binary change in the consciousness of non-institutional form of 
political participation and modification, i.e. strengthen, in the consciousness of community 
participation. A sense of efficacy was also generated among the interviewees on both 
consciousnesses of non-institutional form of political participation and community 
participation. 
Most of the interviewees had already equipped with certain basic understanding of the 
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concept of civil rights. However, they were not conscious of practising certain kind of them, 
and even had the idea that they were incapable of practising them in China, including right of 
expression, right of assembly and right of protest before joining Greenpeace. After becoming 
its members, the consciousness of practising theses rights, especially right of expression^^, 
was strengthened. Most of them were more keen on publicly expressing their opinion. Besides 
this, ideas of "right to information" and "right to choose" were fresh to them before joining 
Greenpeace, but they became conscious of practising these rights after becoming its members. 
Thus, the change was from ignorance to have consciousness in these concepts. 
In addition to civil right, there was a change in the consciousness of social rights. The 
change was again a binary one, which means from zero to existence, among most of the 
interviewees. Rather than regarding living in a green community was a kind of right, they 
merely believed that maintaining green community was a kind of responsibility previously. 
However, they realized that it was a kind of right after joining Greenpeace. Furthermore, the 
change in "social rights" among the interviewees was rather mild when compared to the 
change in "civil rights" and "participation" mentalities because the concept of social right 
covers various dimensions within social life, including education, medical, working and living 
styles. However, the change was merely confined to "environmental aspect". Before being the 
volunteers of Greenpeace, most of them did not realize that access to basic education and 
medical services and free to be employed are their rights. There was no change even after 
joining Greenpeace. 
A binary change was found in the consciousness of non-institutional form of political 
62 "Although the PRC's 1982 constitution guarantees that all Chinese citizens enjoy 'freedom of speech, of the 
press, of assembly, of association, of procession, and of demonstration' (Constitution of the People's Republic of 
China, 1993，Article 35)，the 1989 and 1998 Regulations on the Management and Registration of Social Groups 
curb these rights considerably" (Hsia and White 200). 
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participation. Through viewing how Greenpeace generates effect to the policy making 
concerning environmental aspects by cooperating with the government and campaigning, they 
realized that their campaigns can affect policy outcome. As a result, they became conscious of 
participating in politics indirectly. By joining Greenpeace, they obtained a sense of efficacy in 
non-institutional form of political participation as well. 
Concerning the consciousness of community participation, it has been strengthened after 
the interviewees joining of Greenpeace. As its volunteers, they participate in more community 
activities. Although they had a sense of participation both before and after joining Greenpeace, 
there were some varieties between these two kinds of participation. The most distinctive 
difference was that the former was act like a robot without recognizing the meaning behind 
the action while the latter embraced the process of "self-actualization". 
Greenpeace was successful in diffusing the "rights" mentality but it failed to reach to 
political aspect. It is mainly due to the political milieu in China. Greenpeace is often depicted 
as a radical organization, so its entrance inevitably aroused Chinese government's suspicions. 
It needs to adopt networking strategy, which means to cooperate with the local authorities in 
order to remove the government's fear. This cooperation is full of negotiation and bargaining. 
Since political stability is a core value which is highly treasured by the CCP, Greenpeace must 
avoid diffusing any values regarding political right, which may accelerate underlying social 
tension and lead to political instability. 
The failure of enhancing "tolerance" mentality among the interviewees is caused by 
Greenpeace's own internal constraints. Greenpeace needs to construct an image and clear 
mission in order to mobilize its members, so the opinion may need to be enhanced be to a 
kind of "morality". Sometimes Greenpeace is even regarded as "absolutist" by its volunteers 
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which makes it become an intolerant organization and cannot diffuse the "tolerance" 
mentality among the interviewees. Furthermore, most of them attributed the failure of 
diffusing the consciousness of tolerance to Greenpeace's radical characteristic, especially the 
radical methods they used including blocking other ships' entrance, unfurling banner, 
protesting and demonstrating against the government, and so on. In fact, such radical 
characteristic is a misconception caused by Greenpeace overwhelming "global image". 
Although Greenpeace has a radical international image, it abandoned this strategy and became 





As the present study purports to illuminate the possibility of cultural change led by global 
civil society, in this conclusion, I will conceptualize the characteristics of the global civil 
society, which lead to a certain kind of cultural diffusion. Furthermore, as the main variable of 
this study is the cooperation between global and local civil societies, the role played by the 
local civil society in the cultural diffusion process will be demonstrated. I also will summarize 
how Greenpeace's programmes have led to certain kind of cultural change. Finally, the 
limitations and implications of this study will be discussed. 
8.1 Globalness and Cultural Change 
This study aims at exploring the possibility of cultural change led by the global civil society, 
so I will try to conceptualize the distinctive characteristics of global civil society, i.e. its 
"globalness", which may accelerate the process of cultural change. 
Great popularity of the brand identity^^ is one of the most distinctive features of global 
civil society. Global civil society has transnational characteristic. Its branches are 
established across various boundaries. For instance, Greenpeace has regional and local offices 
in more than 40 countries. Szerszynsk (1997) claims that Greenpeace has devoted much effort 
to developing and maintaining its brand name and "Greenpeace's brand identity is a 
world-wide symbol of ecological virtue" (p.46). 
A healthy financial status is another peculiar feature of global civil society, and it is 
closely related to the feature of great popularity of the brand identity. Since Greenpeace is a 
very popular global NGO, it can attract a lot of donations and members to join. For instance, 
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Greenpeace has at least 2.65 million supporters worldwide. It has a workforce of more than 
one thousand spread over 45 national and regional offices in 41 countries. According to the 
financial statement of Greenpeace world wide with the year ended 31 December 200334’ it has 
a total income of 163’ 439 (thousands of Euros) which comes from "grants and donations" 
(159, 470 thousands of Euros), "merchandising and licensing" (2,229 thousands of Euros) and 
"interest" (1,740 thousands of Euros). After deducting the fundraising expenditure (42’ 947 
thousands of Euros), the net income is 120, 492 (thousands of Euros). 
Finally, a cosmopolitan outlook is the most apparent characteristic among the global civil 
society organizations. Since global civil society is transnational in nature, it is able to bring 
cosmopolitan points of view to the local states. For instance, Greenpeace can demonstrate 
their work and provide information of other countries for the volunteers through various 
mediums, such as videos, magazines, newsletter, and so on. 
8.2 Roles Played by Local Civil Society 
Despite the "globalness", Greenpeace may not be able to occasion cultural change among 
the participants in Guangzhou without the cooperation of local civil society. The role played 
by local civil society organizations cannot be denied regarding the entrance of Greenpeace 
and the diffusion of civic cultures. There are two kinds of contribution played by the local 
civil society organizations. The first one is to help Greenpeace to be established in China, and 
the other one is to lower political sensitivity in campaigning, so as to enhance the participants' 
mentality. 
Helping Greenpeace to be established in China. Due to Greenpeace's radical international 
image and the Dongjiang Issue, Greenpeace was blacklisted and prohibited to initiate 
publicity events in China. The local state is always suspicious and even antagonistic towards 
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the global civil society, so the local civil society, which is more controllable than the global 
civil society, can act as an agent in linking these two parties. As a result, government deems it 
safer from a political point of view. Through cooperating with the local civil society 
organization, which acts as a camouflage to lower the political sensitivity, Greenpeace is able 
to set up office in Guangzhou and organize publicity events. Moreover, due to "foreignness", 
it is difficult for Greenpeace to obtain a NGO registration. Without a legal status, Greenpeace 
is prohibited to recruit volunteers, who play a significant role in campaigning. Having the 
local civil society, HP, to be its camouflage, Greenpeace is able to recruit volunteers and 
launch campaigns. 
Bridging between the global civil society and the local populace. Greenpeace's radical and 
confrontational international images were deep-rooted among the local citizens in Guangzhou 
before entering China. Though it changed to adopt a mild strategy by networking with local 
authorities, its radical image is still inherent in the Guangzhou members. By getting the local 
civil society's help to act as a camouflage, the political sensitivity in joining the Greenpeace 
campaigns is thus lowered, and as a result, the participation mentality among the participants 
is enhanced. 
Indeed, local civil society may contribute to the operation of global civil society in terms of 
helping it understand the political context or culture of the local states, thus facilitating its 
operations. Global civil society is transnational with a distinctive value system which may 
contradict the value system of local states; therefore, an understanding of political culture of 
local states is important before working there. However, it is not applicable in this study, as 
Greenpeace has already understood such Chinese political culture as bargaining and 
negotiation as well as "the culture of credentials" {zhengjiwenhua 政績文化、through 
employing the local staff. 
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8.3 Cultural Change led by Greenpeace 
Through cooperating with local civil society, Greenpeace enters China and initiates 
campaigns. With the actions and training programmes organized by Greenpeace and the 
activities organized by local civil society organizations sponsored by Greenpeace, certain 
kinds of civic cultures were raised among the core members of participants. Greenpeace 
organized several publicity events in Guangzhou, including the campaigns aiming at 
promoting the prevention of GE food ("GE Campaign") and trading of e-wastes ("E-waste 
Campaign"), and also campaigns aiming at promoting the use of solar energy ("Solar 
Campaign"). Through these actions, participants leamt many new concepts. For instance, they 
leamt the concept of the "right to information" from GE Campaign, which includes visiting 
schools and supermarkets, organizing GE-Free Roadshow in communities, and publishing 
"Shoppers' Guide" and so forth. They leamt social rights from E-waste Campaign as they 
realized that owning an unpolluted environment were their rights. Before joining Greenpeace, 
they thought that living in a green community is a kind of welfare provided by Government as 
that they believed the deterioration of environment was their common fault and they need to 
bear the responsibility together. However, after partaking in E-waste campaign which 
confronts the corporations with sending e-waste to China, they did recognize that there are 
two roles regarding environmental pollution, i.e. 'polluters' and 'victims', and realize that the 
responsibility should be bom by those 'polluters', i.e. the business corporations in most cases. 
To the "polluters", they have the responsibility to save the environment. Being the 'victim', 
they have the right to enjoy a green community. Furthermore, they leamt the concept of the 
"right to choose" from joining GE and Solar campaigns, which can be act as platforms for the 
participants to actualize "participation". As a result, not only the consciousness of rights can 
be raised, but also the participation mentality. 
The above showed the value change of the concept of right, more specifically, it raised the 
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consciousness of various form of rights. Indeed, change in efficacy also occurred among the 
interviewees after partaking in these actions. Through these actions, they have more 
understanding of various environmental issues and knowledge which empowered them to 
participate in more publicity events. For instance, most of them had no idea that GE food was 
harmful to human's health and did not know that e-waste problem was so serious in China 
beforehand. However, after taking part in the actions, they were well equipped with the 
knowledge and information. Their efficacy to have more participations was consequently 
enhanced. In addition, some developed a stronger "participation" mentality in community 
activities after joining Greenpeace because of the social recognition obtained. Compared with 
other local social organizations, Greenpeace is much well-financed for being a global 
organization. The actions are usually organized in large scale with great public concern. 
Having joined these activities, participants can acquire certain degree of social recognition 
and efficacy which encourage them to participate more. 
In addition to initiating actions, Greenpeace organized various training workshops to 
introduce the work done by Greenpeace world wide. Through attending these training 
workshops, participants gain access to information of how participants in other countries 
practice civil rights, including "rights of assembly", "rights of expression" and "rights of 
protest". They also realized such kinds of civil rights can be practiced in daily life, hence 
raising their consciousness towards civil rights. Besides, the workshops raised participants' 
participation efficacy and mentality, such as non-institutional participation. For instance, 
Greenpeace offered some training workshops to core participants who are helping in Solar 
Campaign. After attending the programmes, they learnt how to write a proposal to the 
government and school to request for the use of solar energy. Moreover, Greenpeace even 
arranged them to go to Hong Kong to exchange skills with Hong Kong volunteers. They got a 
firsthand taste of experience of how Hong Kong volunteers send a petition to Liao Sau-dong 
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(Secretary for the Hong Kong Environment, Transport and Works) last year. As a result, 
through learning how to negotiate with the government and school, mobilize other members, 
organize events as well as attract public and media attentions, their participation efficacy was 
raised. 
Besides the activities organized by Greenpeace, there are many activities being initiated by 
other local civil society organizations which are sponsored by Greenpeace. For instance, they 
hold exhibitions inside the campus to promote the prevention of GE food and e-waste trade as 
well as the use of solar energy, etc. In spite of being sponsored by Greenpeace, these 
organizations have autonomy in organizing activities within campus. Therefore, there are 
many opportunities for them to make decisions in planning these activities. Their participation 
mentality is raised as a result. 
In short, due to the cooperation with local civil society, Greenpeace can exist in China and 
become the medium of value change among the core participants. There are several kinds of 
medium of cultural change, such as media, education and organizations, and so on. While 
media and education can only promote the participants' understanding of the concepts without 
practice, the most distinctive feature of the organization as the medium is that the participants 
have the opportunities to practice the concepts that they leamt or adopted. However, is not 
clear how effective these organizations may create cultural change among general public 
when they are just sympathetic spectators or bystanders without directly participating in 
actions. 
In a nutshell, this study attempts to investigate the possibility of cultural change led by 
global civil society and the reason why such change takes place. As discussed in Chapter 6, 
although Chinese possesses "civility", it is far from the civic culture embedded in the Western 
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civil society. Chinese civility has certain limitations, so this study attempts to explore whether 
the entrance of global civil society, i.e. an external force, can diffuse the Western civic culture 
into China. By reviewing previous studies, a cultural diffusion model with three-level of 
analysis was applied as the analytical framework in this study. In short, the presence of 
several structural factors, including the accessibility of media, vivacity of consumption 
market, popularity of education and of technological developments (i.e. structural level of 
analysis); the networking with the local civil society (i.e. organizational level of analysis); the 
presence of opinion leaders and transnational migration circuits (i.e. individual level of 
analysis) contributed to the presence of cultural diffusion. Among these three levels of 
analysis, the organizational one plays the most significant role and is the main focus of this 
study. Through the networking with local civil society, Greenpeace is able to cooperate with 
local authorities; hence accelerating its entrance into China and occasioning the occurrence of 
cultural change. The civic cultures diffused by Greenpeace include "rights" mentality (such as 
consciousnesses of civil rights and social rights) and "participation" mentality (such as 
non-institutional political participation and community participation). However, the 
consciousness of political rights and tolerance failed to be diffused. 
8.4 Limitations of the Study 
Sampling is one of the limitations of this study as almost all the interviewees selected are 
restricted to university students. Most of them had a certain degree of consciousness of "civil 
rights", "community participation" mentality, and were tolerant towards people with different 
religious beliefs, socio-cultural backgrounds and political stands, before joining Greenpeace. 
This may be due to their high educational level compared with the ordinary Chinese. 
Greenpeace mainly recruits university students to be its core members, and most of them have 
already exposed to Western cultures and ideas. Thus, the change in certain aspect, such as 
consciousness of civil rights, may be a kind of reinforcement rather than a binary change. Due 
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to the restriction on sampling, the change brought about from Greenpeace on the ordinary 
Chinese may not be shown in this study. 
8.5 Reflections and Implications: 
8.5.1 Cultural Diffusion Process ---- next step 
The process of cultural change is a long way off and the scope of this study mainly deals 
with the initial stage, that is, how the global civil society leads to value change among the 
core members of participants in Guangzhou. Unexpectedly, it seems that the cultural change 
can also be diffused to another stage, that is, to the members of other local environmental 
groups. The reason is that nearly all the interviewees are both the core members of 
Greenpeace and other local environmental organizations in Guangzhou, such as HP, 
Greenweb, Friends of the Nature, the environmental associations of Sun Yat-sen University, 
the South China University of Technology and the Guangdong Industry Technical College, 
and so forth. After learning the various concepts from Greenpeace, they may adopt the same 
action goals and strategies in their respective organizations. For instance, some have initiated 
some actions to promote the "right of information", "right to choose" after partaking in 
Greenpeace's actions in GE campaign, E-waste campaign and solar campaign. 
After conducting the fieldwork for two years, I discovered that HP has developed from an 
"empty shell" organization at the time when it was set up into a prosperous and localized 
NGO now. At present, it has been separated from Greenpeace, the organization that it was 
affiliated with at first. Since it cooperated with Greenpeace in the very beginning, HP was 
influenced by Greenpeace to a certain extent in taking up the role of "change agent". For 
instance, the organizational culture of HP which emphasized "action" was affected by 
Greenpeace. The organizer of HP admitted, "The most distinctive characteristic of HP is its 
emphasis on 'action' which is shown in its slogan, 'Action is Hope'. This organizational 
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culture is originated from Greenpeace's 'campaigning' culture. Undoubtedly, Greenpeace's 
most distinctive feature is campaigning which is fresh to the local citizens. We adopt this 
culture as we hope that concepts of civic cultures can be practiced in daily life and 
transformed into a kind of consciousness rather than a mere discussion. Therefore, we 
organize lots of activities, especially monthly salon to provide a platform for local citizens to 
cultivate civic virtues, such as 'participation' and 'tolerance'. During the salon, participants 
are encouraged to express ideas freely and to respect others' opinions. All people are 
permitted to join and there is no hierarchy within it." The entrance of Greenpeace can be 
regarded as a spark which lights up the lamp of cultural change. And it is hoped that this lamp 
will be handed over to the local civil society and hence the cultural change process continues. 
8.5.2 Dilemma between Globalization and Localization: Glocalization 
Mentioned in the beginning of this study, global civil society is always depicted as a 
powerful sector which can reshape the local politics. The establishment of global civil society 
is accompanied with the emergence of globalization. Owing to technological development, 
globalization becomes an irresistible force. However, this study demonstrates that Greenpeace 
is constrained by local states. In spite of the fact that Greenpeace is a global civil society with 
great popularity of brand identity and healthy financial resources, its operation in China is 
restricted by the Chinese government. Globalization is restricted by the force from local 
state. The kinds of cultural change shown in this study are a result of both global and local 
forces. In other words, it is a result of "glocalization", which means the forces of global-and 
localization are working at the same time on the same important scale. Hence, this study leads 
to a reflection of globalization, which is always regarded as an influential force in the main 
discourse all along. 
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Appendix I 
List of Interviewees 
Part 1 Volunteers of Greenpeace China 
Pseudo Name Sex Age Educational Remarks 
1 Choi M 26 University Joined Greenpeace in 2002 
"GE Campaign" 
"E-waste Campaign" 
2 Connie F 21 University Joined Greenpeace in 2004 
Participated in "Solar Campus" 
3 Dafung F 22 University Joined Greenpeace in 2002 
Participated in "GE Campaign" and 
"Solar Campus" 
4 Joey F 24 University Joined Greenpeace in 2003 
Participated in "GE Campaign" 
5 Junming M 24 University Joined Greenpeace in 2002 
Participated in "GE Campaign" 
6 Lijing F 24 University Joined Greenpeace in 2002 
Participated in "Dongjiang Issue", "GE 
Campaign" and "E-waste Campaign" 
7 Shanshan F 21 University Joined Greenpeace in 2003 
"Solar Campus" 
8 Xiufong M 22 University Joined Greenpeace in 2002 
Participated in "Dongjiang Issue", "GE 
Campaign", "E-waste Campaign" and 
"Solar Campus" 
9 Xuesheng M 25 University Joined Greenpeace in 2004 
"Solar Campaign" 
10 Yaopeng M 22 University Joined Greenpeace in 2002 
Participated in "GE Campaign" 
11 Yung M 29 University Joined Greenpeace in 2003 
Participated in "GE Campaign" 
12 Zhiming M 26 University Joined Greenpeace in 2002 
Participated in "Don^iang Issue", "GE 
Campaign" and "e-waste campaign" 
13 Zhuyu F 25 University Joined Greenpeace in 2003 
Participated in "Don^iang Issue" 
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Part 2 Staff of Greenpeace China 
Pseudo Name Sex Work Location 
1 Daniel M Greenpeace China Hong Kong Unit 
2 Gabriel M Greenpeace China -— Beijing Unit 
3 Ken M Greenpeace China —- Hong Kong Unit 
4 Li M Greenpeace China ——Guangzhou Unit 
5 Meifung F Greenpeace China ---- Guangzhou Unit 
6 Weishen M Greenpeace China ——Guangzhou Unit 
Part 3 Core members of local organizations 
Pseudo Name Sex Organization 
1 Aiyi F Friends of Nature (FoE) (Guangzhou office) 
2 Chenghai M Guangzhou Environmental Protection Bureau 
3 Dafong F Environmental Association in campus 
4 Huang M Greenhope 
5 Junming M Environmental Association in campus 
6 Kitty F Environmental Association in campus 
7 Kunming M World Wild Fund (WWF) (Guangzhou office) 




Part 1 Investigating the kinds of cultural change led by Greenpeace, experienced by the 
volunteers 
What impact has joining Greenpeace had on you? 
Changes in your consciousness of civil rights after joining Greenpeace 
1. Did you regard the following freedoms as a kind of right before joining Greenpeace? 
> Freedom to move 
> Freedom to own property 
> Freedom to receive justice 
> Freedom of expression 
> Freedom to practise your religious faith 
> Freedom of assembly 
> Freedom of association 
2. Do you regard the following freedoms as a kind of right after joining Greenpeace? 
> Freedom to move 
> Freedom to own property 
> Freedom to receive justice 
> Freedom of expression 
> Freedom to practise your religious faith 
> Freedom of assembly 
> Freedom of association 
3. (If the answers in both question 1 and 2 are "yes", then ask what is the difference 
between your understanding of the above concepts before and after joining Greenpeace) 
Changes in your consciousness of political rights after joining Greenpeace 
4. Did you regard the following freedoms as a kind of right before joining Greenpeace? 
> Freedom to vote 
> Freedom to participate in decision-making processes 
> Freedom to monitor your representatives 
> Freedom to evaluate your representatives 
5. Do you regard the following freedoms as a kind of right after joining Greenpeace? 
> Freedom to vote 
> Freedom to participate in decision-making processes 
> Freedom to monitor your representatives 
> Freedom to evaluate your representatives 
6. (If the answers in both question 6 and 7 are "yes", then ask what the difference is 
between the interviewee's understanding of the above concepts before and after joining 
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Greenpeace) 
Changes in your consciousness of social rights after joining Greenpeace 
7. Before joining Greenpeace did you regard access to the following types of welfare as a 
kind of right? 
> Access to formal education 
> Access to free medical services 
> Having a good standard of living according to the standards prevailing in the 
society 
> Living in an unpolluted community 
8. After joining Greenpeace do you regard access to the following kinds of welfare as a 
kind of right? 
> Access to formal education 
> Access to free medical services 
> Having a good standard of living according to the standards prevailing in the 
society 
> Living in an unpolluted community 
9. (If the answers in both question 6 and 7 are "yes", then ask what the difference is 
between the interviewee's understanding of the above concepts before and after joining 
Greenpeace) 
Changes in your consciousness of political participation after joining Greenpeace 
10. Did you have any experience in participating in political activities before joining 
Greenpeace? 
11. What is the reason for this? 
12. Did you have any chance to make decisions during the participation? 
13. Do you participate in more political activities after joining Greenpeace than you did 
before joining? 
14. What is the reason for this? 
15. Do you have any chance to make decisions during the participation? 
Changes in your consciousness of community participation after joining Greenpeace 
16. Did you have any experience in participating in social activities before joining 
Greenpeace? 
17. What is the reason for this? 
18. Did you have any chance to make decisions during the participation? 
19. Do you participate in more social activities after joining Greenpeace than before you 
joined? 
20. What is the reason for this? 
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21. Do you have any chance to make decisions during the participation? 
Changes in your consciousness of tolerance after joining Greenpeace 
1. Do you have any religious belief? 
2. If yes, will you feel uncomfortable if your family members or friends or colleagues have 
a different religious belief from you? 
3. Do you have any political standpoint? 
4. If yes, will you feel uncomfortable if your family members or friends or colleagues have 
a different political standpoint? 
5. What is your opinion of different cultural values, such as gay culture, prostitution, 
Western living styles, etc? 
6. Do you think that joining Greenpeace has had any impact on you regarding your 
consciousness of tolerance? 
Part II Organizational Structure of Greenpeace (GP) 
Background information 
1. What are Greenpeace's major goals for setting up the Guangzhou Unit, Hong Kong Unit 
and the Beijing Unit? 
2. Where do the resources of these three units come from? 
3. How many staff are employed by these three units separately? And what are their major 
tasks? 
4. Why did Greenpeace choose to set up a unit in Guangzhou? 
Relationship between the headquarter and the branches 
5. Are any meetings held between the campaigners of local offices (especially the China 
offices) and those in the headquarters? 
6. Is there any training course/programme provided by the headquarters for the staff 
working in local offices (especially the China office)? 
7. Do the local offices (especially the China office) need to work in the headquarters? 
8. Are any guidelines provided by the headquarters that the local offices need to follow 
(especially the China office)? 
9. Does the headquarters make all the decisions for local offices? 
10. Does the headquarters coordinate all the funding obtained from local offices? 
Strategies adopted by Greenpeace China: 
11. Does Greenpece take any direct action in China? 
12. What are the difficulties faced by Greenpeace China in entering the mainland and in 
starting campaigns? 
13. How does Greenpeace China tackle these difficulties? 
14. How would you describe the relationship between Greenpeace and the Chinese 
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government at present? 
Part III Cooperation with local civil society and local authorities 
15. Why has Greenpeace set up HPl 
16. What is the relationship between Greenpeace and HP? 
17. What kinds of activity are organized by HP in Guangzhou/ 
18. Does Greenweb engage in any kind of cooperation with Greenpeace? 
19. Do Friends of Nature engage in any kind of cooperation with Greenpeace? 
20. Does WWF engage in any kind of cooperation with Greenpeace? 
21. Does the environmental association (in Sun Yat-sen University) engage in any kind of 
cooperation with Greenpeace? 
22. Does the environmental association (in various universities) engage in any kind of 
cooperation with Greenpeace? 
23. In what way do the local authorities cooperate with Greenpeace? 
24. Why do the local authorities cooperate with Greenpeace? 
135 
Appendix III 
Financial Status of Greenpeace World Wide 
Greenpeace worldwide combined summary financial statements by the year 2002-03 
Ihm.lE: 
Grants end Dcfi^icns 159.470 161.304 
Merchandising £snd Licensing 2,229 1,402 
IrtcP-st 1.740 2,643. 
T J^I Income 163,439 165.349 
Fundrairing wpenditure 42.947 47.8B7 
Metln<c4Ti» 120.492 117.4"^ 
E)(PENDITURE: 
Campkaigre 
OcOTs 4.616 4.427 
Forests 10,602 1Q540 
Genetic Er>ginwring 7,662 7,137 
Toodcs 6.343 7.459 
Climate 3.392 10,761 
Nuclear & Disamarrwrt 5,353 3,737 
Media Communications 13.665 14,346 
Mcrm Operatbns and Acticn Support 19,091 19,032 
Flblic InfcmMtion and Outreach 9.5BS 7.969 
Qrga-isationd Sqzfwrt 24.770 £2,024 
T^jI rcii-fundraginq ^.p^ndibire 111.082 112.332 
Surplus for the y ^ r 9.410 5,130 
Opening Fund Bohn« 93.360 90.221 
Trcrtslaticn Gain (1.8&2) (1,971) 
Fkninq FUID BJIJIK亡 100,92& 93.35CT 
BAL-^ NCE SHEET 
Fixed Arorts 19.712 25,251 
Current Asaets 
Other AsKts 9.943 6.8&& 
Cash ICR 360 89,791 
& 丨 134.035 121.930 
Liisbilities 
Other Liabniti« 33.107 23,550 
Furd Balance 1TO.92S 93,3B»D 
T^JI U j b i l • & Fund Balance 134.035 121.93Q 
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Appendix IV 
Table 1 Environmental groups and their forms of protest in Britain (number of events) 
Conventional Demonstrative Confrontational Attack on Violence Other Total 
property 
Greenpeace 38 33 35 2 0 10 107 
FoE 47 31 13 0 0 3 87 
EF! 4 13 26 10 0 5 44 
WWF 14 1 0 0 0 2 17 
RSPB 11 3 0 0 0 0 14 
Green Party 3 9 2 0 0 0 14 
RA 19 32 0 0 0 0 47 
LACS 8 3 3 1 0 4 17 
CIWF 6 17 4 1 0 1 25 
ALF 0 0 1 16 20 1 37 
Justice Department 0 0 0 0 17 0 17 
Total A^  of Events 431 438 348 79 83 87 
Table 2 Number of environmental protests in Britain involving leading groups by year 
1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1988-97 
Greenpeace 14 6 11 10 10 10 9 19 6 12 107 
FoE 5 9 7 2 10 6 7 26 12 3 87 
EF! 0 0 0 1 7 15 6 13 1 1 44 
WWF 1 0 3 2 0 3 2 1 2 3 17 
RSPB 0 1 4 2 0 1 2 1 2 1 14 
Green Party 0 2 9 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 14 
RA 3 6 9 7 2 0 3 8 8 1 47 
LACS 2 1 1 2 0 4 2 2 0 3 17 
CIWF 1 0 4 0 0 0 9 11 0 0 25 
ALF 1 0 7 13 1 8 0 2 3 2 37 
Justice Department 0 0 0 0 0 14 3 0 0 0 17 
Total N of Events 77 110 107 106 97 171 166 252 159 78 1323 
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